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if  LordsFuftices of the Kingdom 1 
k of Ireland, Lord Preſident of the ; 
" Province of Monnſter, &c.. 


My Deareſt Brother, I 
Sa Hat Sacred Book 2 
WW (EDA Z _ 
SZ which furniſhes * 
Ke, our Preachers 

ND 
DYC 9 both with their 

4g Texts and a | 
| Grea Part of their Diſcourſes 
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reliſh more” 
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Sermon Hs of a Letter of 


wy 


Aitde become. a: 


| fon that writes Of, my. 
_ jet, and V 

to Startle at wt rey ot 
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" fires to! Finds, 
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are 


ont!: to  GulSE Wo s 
; that 


ould let this 74 


T Bok: come forth Undedica* © * 


, cated, - were it [not that the 3 
_ Morives that” induce 'me to 
ddreſfs it:to' You,, *are of . 
fuch: a Nature ; tharÞÞhope, "0 
|.- that' meerly: by. a plain 'Re- 24 
j _ preſentation of: them'i® 1 may” _ 5 

| Comply with what © makes 
| me look/upon this Dedicas 
tion'as a Ducy,. without' Des 4 
- parting fromthe ſerious: Dez lt 
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The Epiſtle 1 
as having perus'd Your Wri- _ 
_ tings, ſhall caſt their Eyes on 
mine, will, 1 fear, think it a 
bold Preſumption in me to 
addreſs Diſcourſes, concern- 
ing a Style, to a Perſon ſo 
much and ſo juſtly applau- 
ded for His; Yet as ſeveral 
Reaſons engage me to pre- 
ſent You theſe Thoughts, fo 
the fear of paſſing fer Pre- 
ſumptuous for ſo doing , ob- 
liges me to mention ſome of - 
thoſe Reaſons. Whereof . 
the firſt ſhall be, That your 
_  Rindneſs For, 'and your Re- 
ſemblance in many particu- 
lars T'o, Theophilus, makes me 
often. Phanſie that 1 am - yet 
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Dedicatory. "© 
| , Entertaining that Rare Per- 
| fon when I write on the 
1 behalf of the Scripture unto 
| You. Whomayallo, I pre- 
ſume , remember (which 1s 
my Second Reaſon) _ that 
when, ſeven or eight Years 
ago, | ventur'd to ſhew You 
| Divers of theſe Papers, with 
> others (that I yet ſuppreſs) _ 
| belonging to the ſame Trea- _®! 
tile, You were pleaſed to 4 
give me ſuch a Permiſſion, 
chat in caſe they ſhould ever 
| be made Publick , I might 
Addreis what I had writ- 
ten at your. Friend's deſire 
particularly to you, as I took 
for an Engagement, if not a 
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which I-Recommendto You 


"The E pifls; 


Command. So that bow un- 


like ſoever ' the following 
Treatiſe is to that [Beſt of 
Books it would. Recom- 


mend: yet fince You have 
thus made the Preſent Ad- 
dreſs a Duty, I muſt elect 
rather to'Betray to you my 
Weaknefles, than not Mani- 
feſt my Obedience.” And to 
theſe, I muſt ſubjoin this 
Third Conſideration, (more 


_ prevalent perhaps with me 


than both the former) that 
Cas a homely Digger may 
ſhew a Man a Rich Mine) - 
whatever the Book may be 
that I Preſent: You', that 
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* Dodicatoryet 


is a Matchleſs one : and willif 

ſo Diſcerning a Reader ſhall 

bring as much Afidutty as 

I Capacity to diſcover its Pre- 

'| rogatiyes, appear ſo Worthy; 
of what have ſaid-of 1 it, that. 

[ allow my ſelf a Hope, the 

following Confideratizns will 

prove ſo Happy as either to 

Endear the: Scripure to You, 

or, (by not appearing Such as 

-- i Good a.Subject would ſug- 

"geſt to a Good Pen,) Invite 

You to ſubſtitute Better in 
their Rooms. Andin either 

_ of theſe Caſes, 1. ſhall not 

| - have Cauleto Repent of ha- 

1 ving Written them; fince they: 

| will prove: Serviceable ether; ]- 
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to the Book or tothe Man to 
whom I moſt deſire to be ſo. 
And this Hope I muſt again 
own to be the Chief In. 
ducement of my: venutring 
to prelent a Fragment of 
an Unpoliſt'd Treatiſe to a 
Perſon that 1s wont to Write 
ſuch as are ſo'Eloquene and 
Accomplith'd in their Kind: 
For though ſevere and not 
incompetent Judges of Com- 
poſures of this nature , have 
been pleaſed to give theſe 
Papers no  difapproving 
Character; Yet ſince I pre- 


{ent them to You, the Chief 


thing I dare pretend to. irr 
them | is only (as the Sing- 
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ing rare Songs U!', is wont, 
by an unheeded Indignation; 
to Engage the Pofleflors of 
rare Voices to make them 
admird;) by diſcloſing my 
Zeal and inſ{ufficiencies, to 
Invite you to Reſcue ſo Ex- 
cellent a Theme as the Scri- 
pture, from ſo Dull a Pen as 
Maine , by employing your 
Happy one in its * Defence 
of celebration; Or,(if your 
Partiality - ſhould make you 
place any value on fo Un- 
- finiſh'da Piece) te convince 
you how capabfe 'of Rare 
Thoughts my Subject ts, by 
Its being-able to forth {o: 
Barren a brain as Mine with 
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cceptable/ ones. And 'CEV4 
tainly, your Pen; having 
Leſs farvid your Fame; tl 
either your; Sword; cor your: 
Employments, (chow: high 
ſoever-;. }; it 'could!-not! but 
bririg,/ the \ Scripture; miore 
than a. Few of the maſt: A 
ty and laſtrious 
if., That Eloquence,w were: Fin. 
ploy.d/ to Enamer: them -of 
t Divine Book: that hath. 
made. them ſo generally. 1n 
Love with. your zelebrated. 
Partheniſſa,; 1 will mor _'re- 
70u; Jo pious: an 


relent*to + 
;xercile, of your: 
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Chejceof her Subjects, asſhe Þ 
is wont.t6 be in the .Embel-: 
liſhing of them ,-and to have 
her make that her Chief Em- 
ployment,, wherein 'cis Beſt 
to Do, what ſhe doth alwayes, 
ſucceed Well. . And as with 
Burning-glaſles , though we 
cannot-make the Sun' {hine , 
yet when he dath | youch- 
ſafe ws his Heavenly Beams; 
we-£an, with thoſe Glaſles; 
both Encreaſe 'Light - and 
 Heat,- and. Carry and Settle 
them here and there! as we 
ſee cauſe : - 1s. though with 
Wit: and Parts, che Pol- 
ſeffors ' could. never have 


been : 
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per you will find: fognething | 
ai 


Truth: 'yet now that Rever 


lation Bath diſcloſed them, 
and now-he hath been pleas'd 
to make them Radiate in his 
Heavenly Word; men, may 


with Knowledg e and Ele- 


QUENCE , A of Recolle& 


thoſe Scatter'd Iivine Beams, 


and, uniting them in Parti- 


cular Sabjects, and Kindling | 


b with them .the Topicks pro- 


per to Warm and Work-on 


our Aﬀections ,, may power- 


| fully Illuſtrate "Truths, and 


Enflame Zeal: Towards the 
Jatter end of the enſuing, Paz 
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+2 wal ee to \ engage God: to 
| fepd forth his Light, and his 
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Taid to cfrraide” our T Jea 

philns , pe t the choiceſt Poe: : 
rical and' Rhetorical 'Orna- | 
ments, may, without Injury | pi 
to thetr Luſtre, be Employ 'd 
about ſuch Subjects as may 
be choſen in _the/ Scripture : e- 
But more and Better things 
to the” ſame” purpols, have. 
fince been ſaid by our Tngeni- 

'ous Friend Mr. Cowley, whi 

| Not only hasemploy'd\ much 
Eloquenee to perſwade that © 
'Trath i in hss: Preface to Tis - 
Poems', ÞHut- has 1n One of. 


then given'a Noble Exami- 
ple ,- "aid conſe venely oy 
Proof of it. <P need not- tell 
_ ou; Titiean his Davideis,-a 4. 


Work 


- ; 4 


" BY 


ſome. \Pleaking Te ne ſcay' 
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Dedicatory. 
Wotk es Way of Writing, 
which fince -your Muſe has 


already. thought fit to: Cele- 
brate; 1 hope ſhe will here- 


after think fit to Imitate. And 


this 1 with the * more ear- 


neſtly , becauſe it hath been 


oblerv'd, that Secular Per- 


ſons of Quality (of whom 


have (el[where occaſion :to 


name Divers) .are generally 
much - ſucceſsfuller in Wri- 
ting of Religion, (to Gen- 
tlemen eſpecially) than Scho- 
laſticks or Men' in Or- 
ders:;. not only becauſe their 
Sty Je and way of Writing 
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Genuine and Handſomethar's 
peculiar to It, -( differing 
from Regular Eloquence as a 
Good > Meen doth from Beau- 
ty) and Keliſhes of the native 
Gracefulneſs wont to. attend 
on what they Do or Say ; but 
becauſe their Writings at- 
tract More Readers by the 
Author's Conſfpicuoulſnels , 
and - make: Deeper Impreſſi- 
ons in them, by being fup- 
pos'd more Diſ-intereſsd-, 
_ and look'd upon not as Sug- 
geſted by-their Profeſſion 'or 
Selt-ends, - but as the ſincere 
Dictates of their Unbridled 
Souls, For my POT 
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much concern'd in all the 


precedent Conſiderations , 


yet thoſe that you will find 
towards the End of the lon- 
geſt Digreſſion in the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe , have been 
ſo Preyalent with me, that 
though ſome very fair and 
very Perſwaſive Perſons 


( whom perhaps I need not 
name to You) did, when I 


was writing the annexed 
Treatiſe labour to divert 
my Pen to ſome more 


Youthful and more Faſhi- 
onable Compoſures , by flat- 


tering me with a perſwaſi- 


' Qn, that in thoſe Attemps: 
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- of that Nature IT had for- 
merly Occaſion to make, 1 
was not altogether unlucky; 


Yet 1, that would bring my 


Wood of Bayes , the leaſt 
Sprigg of the Tree of Life, 
am-1nclin'd to think, that a 
Chriſtian may poſſibly find 


a ligher Satisfaction in Per- 


to the Scripture, than in Re- 


think it more Deſirable, 
(were the Choice: His ) 


to Dilcountenance prophane 


* for 


ſelf to prefer to a whole. 


iwading Men to Pay praiſes . 


ceiving them from. all the 


World beſides; and would 


_ Wit, than live Unrival'd in 
the Glory ofit, Andthough- 
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| Dedi ; rators,- 


for my own particular , ſuch 
a Femper be, | fear, more my 
Aim than my Aw : 
yet when I write of Gacred 
Subjects, | had rather a Book 
of mine ſhould reſemble the 
Moon, which, though ſhe be 
but Small, leſs Elevated, and 
tall of Imper fetions, lends 
yet.an Uleful Light ro Men, 


and produces here and ct 


a Motion that obeys a 'Hea- 


venly Influence; than a Star of 


the Firſt Magnitude , which 


is though more High , more 


Vaſt, and more Flawleſs, 
ſhines only bright enough to 


make it Self Conſpicuous. 


B Pardon me therefore , My 


4 -- Dearele 
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Deareſt Brother, if my Con- 
cern for Religion and You 
| have made me 'Importunate 
in appearing ſo eagerly Soli- 
citous to ſee your applauded 
Pen ſanQtifyed by, and Adorn 
the Beſt of Subjects : to En- 
gage youto which, if the En- 
ſuing Diſcourſe may but be 
ſo fortunate asin any Degree, 
or upon any Score, to contri- 
bute any thing , I ſhall either 
not eſteem 1t a .T rifle, or not 
Regret the having written 
it. For it is not alwayes ſo 
Deſpicable a piece of ſervice 
as may be imagin'd;to Endear 
by particular Conſiderations, 
an Excellent Book, (and how 
TEE ET ahoth 
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much more ſes Jem 
ble Book the Scripture ) to 
a Perſon capable of Diſcoye- 
ring and making Ule of the 
Rare things it contains. To 
which purpoſe I might offer 
you divers. more ſerious In- 
ſtances, but ſhall only at pre- 
ſent (a. little to Diverc you,) 
take this occaſion to | tell 
you, .that Ben. Fobnſon pal[- 
fionately complaining . to a 
learned Acquaintance of 
mine, that a Man of the long 
Robe , whom his Wit had 
rais'd to great Dignities and 
Power, had refus'd to grant 
him. ſome very Valuable 


thing he had Begg'd of him, 
B4 con- 
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concluded with ſaying with þ 


an upbraiding Tone and Ge- 
ſture to my-Friend; Why the 
ungrateful Wretch knows 
very well, that before he came 
to Preferment, I was the Man 
that made him reliſh Ho- 
race, But to return to the 
following Book, Though I 
hope you do not think me ſo 
Vain as to doubt that it is ſul- 
ferd to come abroad with 
Imperfection enough to need 
my Excuſes and your Par- 
don ; yet ſince the Treatile it 
felf is fo unmeaſurably Pro- 
lix (for a Part of an -Eſfay,) it 
were unfit the Addreſs of it 

ſhould be ſo too; and give 
your. 


Dec Jeatory. 


your Patience as great an Ex- 
ercte upon the ſcore of its 
Quantity, as upon that of 1ts 
Quality : And therefore, re- 
terring you for what | might 
ſay of Apologetical, to what 
ſay tothe Reader; I ſhall only 
add, That though in Ept- 
fles Dedicatory, Cuſtom 
hath made it a kind of Rude- 
neſs not to Exparate in Prai- 
ſes and Conclude with Com- 
plements; and though what 
You have Aced and what 
You have Written might 
Tupply a Perſon leſs con- 
cern'd than I , with Matter 
for a Penegyrical Addrels ; 

yet fince I told You at cho 
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he . Epiſe He. 
Beginning of this Letter , I 
ſhould rather | Preach oa 
Complementin it; And fince _ 
Praiſes - fit to be aſcrib'd to 


my Lord Orrery , would be 
unfit to be aſcribd him by 


his Brother, And ſince allo, 


'twere ſcarce more Uneaſie foe 
me to make You any other 
than Seeming Complements , 
than twere Preſumptuous 


to addreſs Any at all to ſo 
greata Maſter in the Art, I 


{hall both Decline Prailes, 


which nat to ſeem Flatteries 
where You are Not known, 
would perhaps be thoug he 
Detractions where You Are F 
and venture to Conclude 


this 


this Letter as I have Begun 
and Continu'd it, without 
\ Complement, upon the ſcore 
of being Without , if not 
Above any, 


My Deareſt Brother, 


Your moſt AﬀeCtionate 
1 Brother, and moſt 
Faithful Humble 


Servant, 


RopzkT Borie 
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TO THE 


RE ADE 


The Author having with the Following Diſ- 
courſe ſent the Publiſher a Letter , which 
contains almoſt all the: Particulars that 
would be Requiſite'tobe taken Notice of 
in a Preface, itis thought fitto Premiſe,in- 
ſtead of it, the Letter it ſelf, as it was Ad- 
dreſs'dto Mr. P,P, A. G. F. I. (to favour 
whoſe Modeſty, hetsnot now more Open- 
ly nam'd.) 


1.8, 


DE EI 0#will perhaps think3t ſtrange,that 
TY A 4 Perſon Obſquiows enough to Thoſe 
DO 1 4 he Loves , ould be able to Hol 
Is F=s out ſo Lovg againſt the Importu- 
3. dr ( nity of two ſuch Powerful $ol- 
licitors, 45 my Willingneſs to Own a Veneration 
' for the Scripture, and my Unwillingneſs to De- 
1y you any thing, But if youwill give me leave 
to Acquaint you with the Conſiderations that 
_ have hitherto Diſſwaded me from the Publicati-* 
- 08 of the Papers Toy Preſs for, Tou will I pre. 
| ſume 
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fume rather marvel at my Reſolving at laſt to 
Comply with your Deſires, than that Thave been 
ſomewhat long Conteſting, before T could take up 
ſo Oppos d a Reſolution, Firſt then, the Treatiſe 
of which the Papers Ton Deſire make a Part,was 
Written nine or ten years ago, when my green 
Tonth made me very Unripe for a Task of that 
Nature; whoſe Difficulty Requires, as well as its 
Worth Deſeroes, that it ſhould be hand'd by 4 
Perſon in whom Nature, Education, and Time 
have happily Matchd a Senile Maturity . of 
Judgment with a Toutbful vigour of Phanſie. 
Next,the Diſcourſe 1have mention d, being Writ- 
ten to. a Private Friend who put me upon that 
Taſk, Inot onely had a Theme of anothers Chooſ= 
ing, Impos'd upon me, for which he was pleas d 4 
think me much more fit than TI had reaſon to 
#0 think my ſelf, but was by the Freedom allow- 
able among Friends tempted to vent and expreſs 
my Thoughts with more Negligence, than were 
proper to be made uſe of in a Solemn Diſcourſe 
intended for Publick View. The contrary of 
which were yet wery requiſite for a Perſon, who 
though he have by I know not what Unhappy 
Fate, been caſt upon the learning Divers Langua® | 
ges, has yet too great a Concern for the Know> + 
ledge of Things to be a diligent or ſollicitows 
Conſidererer of Words and ſo was more fit to 
write almoſt of any thing, than of a $tyle, or 
of Matters Rhetorical « Beſides, that my Eſſay 
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touthingthe Scripture, having not been all Writ- 
| tenin one Countrey, but partlyin England, pare- 
j ly in Another Kingdom, and partly too on Ship- 

' board, *twere ſtrange if in what TI Writ, there 
did not appear much of Unevenneſs, andif it did 
 20t Betray the Onleiſuredneſs and Reliſh of the 

 UnſettF dneſs of the wandering Author;who by thus 
rambling, was reduc'd for Want of a Library 
to comply with the Requeſt of his Friend,who was 
more deſirows to receive from the Author", 
Apples and Pears growing in his own Orchard, 
than Oranges and Lemons fetc'd jrom forreign 
Parts : whereby T1 was condemn'd not to. Enrich 
my Diſcourſe with what Imight have Borrow'd of 
Real and Valuable from the Eloquent Compoſures 
of \ more happy Pen s, But theſe, Sir, are not all the 
Determents that Oppos'd my obeying you 5 Foy be= 
ſtaer, theſe Diſadvantages with which the Diſ= 
conrſe it ſelf was Written; that Part of 'it you 
demand, muſt appear with a Peculiar as well 'av 
Great Diſadvantage : For in an Entire and Conti 
md Diſcourſe the ſeveral Parts that compoſe it, 
do mutually afford Light ana Confirmation to each 

other: And therefore, though whatſoever T here. 
| preſent Tou touching the Style of the Scripture had 
| beer Written altogether in ſome one place of the. 
Diſcourſe, whereof 3 makes a Part-5" yet 1 could. 
| #0t: Diſmember it from the reſt without" a great 
| dealof Injury. as well to1t, as tothe reſt of the- 
Treatiſe. But this is not the worſt of my Caſe- Foy 
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though I did in Gnepart of my Eſſay of the S$cri- 
pture more Profeſſedly apply my ſelf to the Conſi- 
deration of .its Style 3, yet, becauſe divers. things 
were Interwoven even in the diſtin® Part, which 
were not ſo fit for Publick View; And becauſe 
that in divers of the other Parts of my Eſſay,” T 
bad here and there frequently enough, Occaſion to 
ſay ſomething of the ſame Theme, T1 have been 
Oblig'd , that T might Obey Tow, not. onely to Diſ- 
member, but to Mangle the Treatiſe Ton perus d, 
cutting out with a Pair of Scizers here a whole 
fide, there half, and in another place perhaps a 
Buarterof one, as T found in the other parts of 
my Diſcourſe, Longer or Shorter Paſſages, that ap= 
pear d torelate tothe Style of the gcripture, that 
T might give you at once all thoſe Parts of my Eſ- 


. - fay, which ſeem'd to concern that SubjeG&.. . And 


though Thave hereand thereby Di@dating to. an 
Amanvenlis inſerted ſome Lines or Words;:t0 
make the looſe Papers leſs Incoherent, where. I 
thought it caſte to be doxe, yet in many others 1 
baveonely prefix'd a ſhort black Line, to the In- 
coherent Paſjages, if 1 found they could: not be 
connetted with thoſe whereunto T1 have join'd 
them, without ſuch Circumlocution as either. the 
Narrowneſs of the Paper would not permit,.or m9. - 
| Preſent DiſtraFions (which yon know are not @ 
Few) :and the Weakneſs of my Eyes would. nat- 
allow of. For to complcat my unfitneſs to Obey You 
with any thing of Accurateneſs, Imnſt to obey. you 
"4 at 
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wing Diſconr 
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"and my Own',' wit, 
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For in a5 the Caf es NAY Knowing and $0 er Pers | 
ſons think there "is a great Probability Fw. a'Dif-*. 
E'- - Courſes doing Gord, it 15 pot impoſſuble butt 
” ap Unwilinentſs1o "hive it Publi 
| © mwchproceed out of Modeſty, as fro 
3Pride-. almoſt 4s waju able; as if 111:71.% 
rand Fefuft to come abrocd p08 an iſcen 0 Ce. ; 
Ef [or oye e he ha$-not his Beſt Cloaths on, or is 1 
WM Carefully Dieſs'd.' And Fherefore whew'T zncli 
Oe. make wh you 4 Cafe® 0 Conſtence of the A 
> ers Tthink myſelf oblig'd whatever my Private 
- | apprebenſions may be of the Swiriſ3,ta do my Duty, 
ana leave Events to the Wiſe ard Sgut reign Diſpo- 
: of them. *Tis not; that Thawvezhe Y anity toex 
I 'Cavillers;uor mich" Inftruct thee Feat Cler s © But 
SE inte T have wot yer meh with ſuch 4 Diſcontſe; arr | 
b: intended mine to becant 'Puce thegreater Part of the | 
| Y have writtewin it will not; erhaps bexlſe- 
. where wer with; 1 hope that what Diaur ſaid,m 
of b y OP *y thiſe why Burton Herd he's: 
Jef FF#eat of kf ittentivrlys than 1 Favetdonea 
pt ay; if not Procare 4 Veneration, for 11 
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poſens, as boat Wd wha & Thyſietins; ore 
Ther Panltily 3 of "ut leaf Tndiſcrtetly given" many 
"Men occafþ Fon to think that thoſe that being ſpeovile 
tively Pudionsof Nothres Myſteries Hepart as T of 
Teh do from the valgar Peripatetick Philoſophy, atid - 
eſptcially if they iſeezs x0 P vour that which exphi- 
cates rhe Phanomentof\ Nature by Atonns, areiin- 
cliy'd'10 Atheiſm," or at raft to a1 ntoncerw dutſs 
for any Particular Riligion. SinceT [ay theſe things -'Y 
are: ſo.1 was wit unwilling to lay bald of this Oppir- 
taity to giv? a Publick, T Meow; whereby Juch 
As, \ Zo or know me be may Satisfie#, '( For Tpre- 
* Were "all that do know me are fo;) that;if Theta Na- 
3s Yardlif,t tis poſjibleta be ſo,withontbeing an Arheift, }] 
or of Kinto#. - Andthat thi fag dy of the works of 1 
Reatake has nbt* made meetthe} et frode the Au-. Þ 
thor of them," or Deny his Providaite, vr ſopuch ""J: 
as Diſeſteem his Wrd,which Deſernes our Reſpect 
«pon ſeveral Actounts, and thperititly that of 
being the Grand Inſtrumevt. 0 Conveying F0 05S: 
Truths" and” Miſteries of the Chriftian\Religuon. 
+ Embracing of which T know nat why I ſhould 
 ' *uſhar'd toown, "fine. I think AIRING 'ComPitent 
| geen nprepeſſ ke a. FT uges give bt Rutional PRES 
my [0 a0ng. Hh 
ab, phis T; m witht ſobjoin ſos \1jolgter;abich $-- 
"4 "pright Perbaps '[erve'to. Prevent, or withdraw the . 
&- "Cenfhres of ſome ſorts of | Redders. wort ut , 
© "Forte Criticks and Philologers' T'eould repreſent, 
4 Parth,that Thave not a lathe impoverifh't my Diſ- 
= courſe 


- 1:ſeem ito make but a Tranſuent mention of them. © 

And partly tao-that 1 Ignor d not the ftrifter Tater- 

' Pretations, given. b 
"Texts by me ail 
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y. Modern. Criticks to. divers 


portynity 10 CriticiSe,) 1 was content 10 uſe them in 


their receiv'd or Obvious ſenſe : ,and bave ſome: 

©: Hanes Erployd them but by way of Alluſian,, or as 

Arguments Ad hominem (wherein ſome of my _ 
wil AS c- 1 do not) 


6 $0744 imes rather. us d thermo Expreſs than 


© Rrove myThonghts Andindeed:in theſe Poplar 
+ amine as Regular. Diſputations ,, Men uſenet ſa © 


es mhich are not Written. For nor to be Ex- 


much to look whether every Rs ect F Tn, 


been-rarely cen[ur'd for being ſometimes even J 
ulgent to the. Exigences of their Themes, Th 


that require. more of Method than they willhere 2 
ble being deſigaid to ſerve Particular Acquaintuwe. , | 
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finds, may. be Advertiſ dthat much of this Serth- 


Th 


ther it be proper to perſwade.or impreſs the 
1. Traths they wouldinculcate * and eſpecially in Com- 
. _ © poſures of the nature of this of | Mine, Men have 
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Thty were Concern'd in+ and that (conſequently): 
mach of the Seeming Deſultorine(s of my Method, 
and Freduency of my rambling excurfions havebeen. © 
but intentional and Charitable Digreſſious ont af any © 
Way, to bring ſome wandring Friends into theirs, 
- and may cloſely euongh purſue my Intentions,even. 
when theyſeem moſt to deviate from my Theme. 
And as forthe Longer Excurſions which either Tow, 
ar other Fudicious Friend would needs have me- 
leave here, andrhere, Thave fone Bye my Pay-. 
wſers Aunex d to them ſome Marks wherebythey. 
. may be taken Notice of ro'be Digreſſtons, that as'T 
Sabmit to their Fulement, who think they may be. 
Hſeful ro ſome Readers,” fo I may Comply with my 
own Unwillingneſs,tolet them be troubleſome to0+ 
thers;who by this means have an opportunity t0-Paſs _ 
by if they xp/f ve as they ſhall not expe to find. - 
themſelves (either upon thetr Own ſcore or that of 
_ their Acquaintances) Concery din. To thoſe of the | 
Wits,wha happening to be Difregarders of the Seri 
' ttwre may find thimſelves upon that Account wad . - 
bere with any ſhew of flighting or Aſperity, 1 may 
add to what I have already ſaid inthe Papers ghems- - 
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| ſelves, that, 1t hah bees, but as we Pinch,andeaft n 


' old Water on the Faces of Perſons in a Swoon to 
bring them out ; it to themſelves again: I having. 


|, dineit withas harmleſs Intentions, as thoſe of the 
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add 3 That Orators may not. #11] uſtly bear with _ 
| ſome Rudeneſies in the Style of «_ Perſon. that. 
* Profeſſes not Rhetorich , and Write of « Subjel®  * 
' that needs few of her Ornaments, and_ Rejects © 
' Many, as -Indecencies misbecoming its Majefly 2 - 4 


| - and that Severer Divines ana) ſafely Pardon ſome Ee - 8 


{  - »pon his Profeſſion; and handling my Subject Leſs 
1  - - stilfolly than he would have done 's, .1 will. mot 


- *-Task; which be that: ſhall try, will perhaps fond 


Smonthne(s i 4 Diſcourſe Written C hiefly. : Ca BE ; _ 
Gentlemen, wha. would ſcarce be fond of Truth.in _ 
| Par much {5 ;\.by 4 "Gentleman. who fear dit mi ht i - 
_ mricbecomt' a Perſon of his Towth and. Quality 
 Stpdionſly to Decline a- faſhionable Style--. Fs nd _ 
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if "any Divine-would Cenſure- me for. It 


= - © Urge that to Write Well: on this Subje® 1s 8 


| nag rt than one wonld. imagine 5 but 1 ſnath i 
 wather tell: hin, that 3 hope Imay obtain his Pate © 
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io nd hmrthithd5 my nxoon; rho foloocnes. 

1 Te 6, Incompleat as18 is,Your own credit is ig a 

what: Foncern d 1m it as well as Mine, " And theres '\ 

| fore I hope Tow. will-have a care that there beno- 3 

*, Faults of the Printer 'aqded to thoſe of the Author, © - 

* which'do ſo little need Adaitional Blemiſhes. And — * 
. eſpecially that therepaſs nomiſtakes of the Paniltu- 
2108." For in ſuch Compoſurcs as this," if the"Stops © 
be Omitiea, 'or Miſplac'd, it does not only Leſſew 

- » the Gracefulneſs of what is Y/ aid, bat oftentimes quite  __ 
| OG the Senſe. 4nd if by this Care of Yours (which * : 

(| PELay, Aﬀe& 10n,both for the Subje@,andthe Writer * 

"4. "onakes me” Confident of)" And by the Anthority i 
4 - Tour ſtag find theſe Imperfed? Conſide PR 
i, Fons to be ſo Favourably receiv d as to deſerve vo By | b- : 
© pther| Edition; it will perbaps invite "me to put © 

- themforth E nlarg' d,and recruited with what I may_ + 

 weet with pertinent tothis Subje@ m ſuch other Par f 

. pers of mine concerning the Scripture, as F had net 

"Eg $440" to oft into _ own dey ard. 
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or. a far more. proſperous making . ſuch an At- + 


zewipt, to wndertake it by ſhowing thoſe of them - 

that Know me , what were eafit for them td lo. , © 

 _ whileſt they ſer what has been done even by wi, © 
+, mhom ſure)hey will not think to be Ha 
- "a Orator, as T hope ſo uneaſie a Prov 


' bedience will make Tow think him, -+ 
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.*HOLY SCRIPTURES; © 
RN Heſe things, Dear Theo <4 
 philm, deing: thus: diſ-. 2 


_parch'd, I ſuppoſe-we — 
"may ' now ſeaſonably.  _ > 
Wi proceed to confider the  _ © 
"> Style" of the Scriprare : 5 
thatwill as well require as ; 
deſerveſome Time and much Arrenti- Fo 
4 on; in regard that diverſe witty men |; 1 2 

ho freely acknowledge the Authori- - _ > 
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which ſcarce any thing. can de? TEE -Þ 
prejudicial toa Book rbat' needs; bur to” Þ 
be ſufficiently underſtood to be highly ' | 
venerated, "The writings theſe men ci-- 
minate, and would. keep others from 
+ _ reading, beinglike that Honey which 
F 4. 57, Saul's raſh Adjuration with-led 'the | 
29. Iſraelites from eating , which being 
taſted, not only Gratified the raſte, bur 
Enlightned theeyes.. -., 
"Now thele allegations again the 
Scripture weare £0 examines being 8Þut, 
' £00: various, it will be requiftte tor-us, - * 
to.confider the Style of it not- 
ftcicter prtioaabacy an- or 
wy a is wont.to fignifie, the*choid! 
ofition of his wards ,-but-m:th 
bn er ſenſe, wherein the: word: Scyle. 
co bnadind not only. the Phraſeo| 
gy, the Tropes and Figures made. uſe + 
_ of by a Writer, bur his Method, | Tp 
Jofty or humbler ,CharaQters (as Die”. 
'rors ſpeak) his -Pathetical. or Rnd 
his-cloſe or incoherent way of writing * 
and-in'2 word , almoſt all the whole ** 
bc of-an Authors PRE bi” C 4 : 
Wherefore, though the Title.of 


ume Tt "ov Tout ro Who. ti, me. Dc _ 
er ſome: looſe-confiderations than = 
fu Wand Merhodical diſcourſe con= © © 
the Style of the Scriptures yer _ +28 
you wilk-nort think it ſtrange if "oo : 
| 9 otoprehenfive a' Theme make this a 
J part of the Eſfiy diſproportionate 'ro © 
I - the otharss (eſpecially fincethe nacure. 
J. of your commands and'thac' of my des» 
- gn oblige me'to_-interweave ſome * 
1. _ other things'with'thoſe that more di ;-— oo 
- realy reaping the Seyle of che Scripture, © - pe 


1  - arid particularly: to lay hold-on'all op- £3 
= 6 tl nities Fca n diſcreetly cake 'to in- | 
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vite'you ro tidy much and highly to i 
leem'a Book, Thich there'is.no dans | 
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SS 


1 ge yo cantoomuch fiudy, Ay ett Ws 
abi, W190 39a oat Be 124, " 


I __ Ir has been common faping among oY 
he Atitients; that even Zupiter could 8 
| Hor pleaſe all.'7"Bur by rhe Obje&io WE 
; F meet with againſt | che Seriprure, = 
bo that the true"God- himſelf isnor  - 
$ free from the Tnipuracion of! his auda- | 
F <ciou ; Crearures,whoini pioully pref cLU at 
E | Z - TOs 25 well with Nis Revela - 
hi Ovidence,' and pres a> Do ” 
rent nce to whathe hach diftated chan” 5 
Fe hedoth:'' Fornotnowromen- — , 
cion 


bv 


that the neighbouring -parts of. it: are 
incoherent, others, thar'ris unadorned, - ! 
others, chat. it is lat and uoaffeQing, . * 
others,that ir abounds with things that © 
are cither trivial or .impertinent ,,'and 
alſo with uſeleſs Reperitions. Andin- 
deed -ſo many. and. fo various are ;the- 


faules and. imperfeCions  imputed- by - 


theſe men ro the'Scripture , that -my 
wonder. ar. them would be” almoſt; as 
great as/;.is my trouble , if I did' not 

conſider how much.ir- is the Intereſtof 


thegreac Adyerſary of wankind,and'e- 


ſpecially of (that choiceſt part of ir) the 
Church, to depreciare compoſures thai 
 f dulyReverenced would proveſades -- 
 fiructiye co bis Kingdamand Deligns:s = 
and -/ 
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nt To og ob 
'$&rpioas, and other Beaſts ;-: fo; our _ 
Ac yerſaries: impute:I know nor what 
aginary. deformities r0.2 Book: en-_ > <P 
led: by its Anthor with many To: _ - 
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i leſtious Lights; fir co” inſtruct-.the - — 
1] "World, and diſcover to-them-cheways 
* Truch and Bleilednefs, -. Although ” © 
Fay'this be ſo, yer fince the mifcre- 

reſentarion made by. theſe meo of the 

ibleis nor. inferiour/ co that made-by - 
vers) and Coſmographers of the 'Fir- + - AY 


IN 
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-manient, . I hope you will be aslittle de- 


»Y_T re ed by the moſt. diſparaging Impura- 5s 2 
_tions' from, ftudying,che Scripeure, as 3 


= Ito $ are” by. the name. of: Bear'given Se 
= "ro:the moſt Northern Conſtellax ation, RN 
4 from Haying theit:eyes upon/the Pale» 
;<'and ſteering their concſes by ir, 


| dfinceyon willedſily believe that - 


5 


a Perſon fo averſe from wrangling-as'h, © .- © 
i's not like: ro: make the. diſputing. with ' - 
BY Ceoſures: of the Scripture-Style 8 
os ; | be p any Ky 2” 
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+...  Thopel ſhall norialone confidera 
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+ thonghnorperhaps(odivetly, lrenge 
then my anſwers; by ſhewing char 
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julily aſcribe ro the: Scriprure”Qualis+ |} 


- 


ries quite oppoſite'to the imperfe 


ons impured roir'z, but I ſhall perfe&ly © 


| comply with wy main deſign, whic| 

| T heredeclare once for all, is bur to en- 

, Bage yow to, ſtudy and value the Seth 

|,  Prure, and therefore obliges eto. 
fade you from prizing and ludyi 

ic.: And becauſe T find nor. that. 


OR 


bY 


Objedtions to be confidered h = 


ec 
* 


' great coherence with. or dependence - 
on cach'other, T ſhall nor ſcivple'to © | 
\ -  mentionthem, and my RefleQions on. 

2 3 ; | them F; | in no other 'O rder than t by 


wherein they ſhall chance co occurr | 


© mythoughts whilſt Lam writing,” * | 
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NA 
4 


x. Sel " #4. 
IN wx , EF k ? 
- us Ay - eee cas th. Ob So be 
"n# vg . _” - G > : wg EL a g DRESS OAETS (ENTERS >. 
et a x ha n $3 EEG et Aba I” 


capitaſt. 2: + 


= | 0 DDE 
4 4 
. F 
, 
ry i, 
A 
* 


mention. chem before. 


' *And in /the- firſt place it: ſhould be. 
conſidered, that choſe Cavillers at the 
ſtyle of the'Scnpture chat you and I 


_ have hitherto mec with, do' (tor want 


of-sF'{l in the-. Original ) eſpecially ia, 


the Hebrew, judge ot ir by the-Tranſla- 


tions. wherein alone they read it, Now 
ſcarce any buc a Linguiſt will imagine 
how much a Book may loſe of. irs cle- 


gancy,by being read inanother Tongue 


than that. it was written. in, . eſpecially 
if the Languages from which and into 


which the Vetfion is made; be ſo-yery; 
differing, as are thoſe of the:Eaſtern 


' and theſe Weſtern parts of the World. 


Bur of chis'T foreſee an occaſion of . 
faying ſomerhing hereafter, yet: art pre | 
ſen Imuſt obſerve ro you, that theſtyle ' 
of the Sctipture-is much more diſad- 


vanes ed, than'that of other Books ® 
by being jadged of hg Tcanllapons For 


the 


% cw > YG aa. Al; oa 


TwWrartinn 


che Religious and;juſt; weneration. Thar 
the Interpreters oF the Biblezhave:had _| 
for: that:Sacred Book, has made chem in 
moſt --places render :the-;Hebrew.-and 
Greek paſſages {0 (ſcrupuloufly.word for 
word;thart for fear of not keeping cloſe 
enough tothe ſenſe, they: uſually care 
not how: much they. loſe of >che 'Elo- 
quence of the paflages they Tranſlate: 
So that whereas in thofe' Verſtond of 
of other Books that'are made by good 
Lioguiſts ; the Interpreters. are wont 
to take the liberty -ro recede- from the 
Author's-words, and: alſo; ſubſtitate 
other Phraſes inſtead of his,” that they | 
may expreſs his meaning wichout:ins * 
juring his] Repucation:: In tranſlating 
the Old Teſtament Interpreters have 
not put Hebrew-Phraſes-/into Latineor 
Engliſh Phraſes, but only 1oto Latzne 
ar ;Engiiſhwords., and have: coo often 
beſides; -by nor ſufficiently -onderſtand- 
ing, or.at leaſt confidering, the various 
ſignifications of. Words,. Particles and 
Tenſes inthe Holy Tongue, made ma- 
ny. things appear leſs coherent, orleſs 
rational, - or leſs conſiderable, which 
by a more free and skilful rendring of 
the Original woald not. be blemithed 
by any appearencs of ſuch imperfeRi- 
" +: 4 x On, 
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prefers be Ran ot? Sara fartom,.. 
| 25. carrying much. of it's excule in it's 
q- Cauſe, yer it- cannot 'but: much. dero- 
- gate/from the Scripture ro appear 
mich peculiar diſadvantages , befides 
thoſe dy that-are common to al- 
OA all Books « by being, Tranſlar- 
. For whereas the Figures of Rhero-= 
rick are wont, -by Orators, to be redu- 
cedrotwo Comprehenſive forts, and 
one of. thoſe does ſo depend upon the 
ſound and placing of the words (whence 
 the:Greek Rheroricians call ſuch, Fi- 
gs pale xifios): that if they be al- 
-ter'd; though the ſenſe be retained, the 
figure may vaniſh; this ſort offigures [ 
ſay,” which compriſes thoſe that. Ora- 
tors call Epanados, Antanaclaſis, and a 
multicude. of: others, are wont to; be 
loſt in ſuch liceral - Tranſlations/as are 
ours: of: the Bible , as I could eafily 
| Penny! many. inſtances, if Ithoughric 
Beſides , (there. are in Hebrew, asIn 
ork -Languages,-certain n SpRroprarel 
| Yves and a'peculiar Emphaſis be- 
ak. +6, ſane, expreſſions, which 
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opp my pure Hebreip being' abi 
pity loft; 4209} fo'much otfirss re- . 
mins in the'Old Teſtament; * out of 
; whbfe Books 'alone*we can bur very 
_ Triperfectly ftaine' a DiRionary\and a 
Eargaage "there! ate matiy words, 
eſpecially he Paz Aey 0 ugve and thoſe 
thar-vecare bit ſeldom, of: whith'we 
'knoiy 'bur that”otie Signiffeation-;4 ;6r 
thoſe' few'/Acceprions wheitinwe find 
i SE Tex's tharwe think we 
eealy ly underftmd*wheteas if weeddfi- 
the nituredf the Primitive tongue, 
whoſe words” being - not” dumefebs>, 
#e"molt of than equivocal enoubsH:, 
2nd'dv many "bF/them abound with 
Atangely different "meanin8s Zan@'if 
6 Gd der 60 hoiy/ likely it'ls *hat - 
the” Numerous Conqueſts of: "David, 
and the Wiſdom, Proſperity" Fleets, 
and various Comtrictces 'of his: for SA - 
Tonion did both-inrich ind? ſpread*the 
ji Language, AC cannot batſeem 
probable: tac the (if Wotd'or 
Th may have had divers*othetsſig- 
'mfications thari Taterprerers have®ta- 
——_— of "or we are ti8w aware 
"3, fince we Fad in the "Ehalder, | 
D Pluck, Arabic and orfiet Eattern - 
D 3 Toogues, 


their (0, gendring, hem : as. their:b 


hgnifications 0: FN and Prof 


Phraſes. (a lixs. HO IT hee wh 'to 
the natiire of thoſe DaaleQs) 'baveo- 
ther.,. and oftimes very different. 1g- 


--Nifications beſides thoſe that-the-mo- 


dern Taterprecers of the Bible have 
aſcribed to them, I ſay:the Modern;be- 
cauſe;the Ancient-Verſions before, ;ur 
apt long, after our. Saviour's time,, and 
eſpecially that which we vulgarly call 
the Sepreacint,s, do. frequently. favour 


our: conjecture \, by. rendring; Hebrew 


Words, and Phraſes to. ſenſes voy 
ſang from: thoſt more x 
Cations..in, our. Texi when.there, wa 
pears,n0 other {0 Netab bable realy , of 


lieving them capable. of fignifi cations 
differing enoughrom. thoſe: ro, which 


ons lager: Interpreters, we Fe chongin fi 
'would make of this C 


FS F-.S3 93 & * 


eration may 
eafily-be: Mes un namely, that 


is probable. char. many gf choſe Texts 


whoſeexpreſſions; as: they are rag 
inour Tranſlations; ſeem flar, . 

property; or incoherent. with, the cu 
rex6> wopld appear. wurgh otherpule 
if wg, were- © a6qupieged with 2ll.the 
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dt 6 
$6®:h ale 5 WEre: Ws Fo being: 
very-likelys;.ch & among thaſe FAIPRS, 
-ationstome one or gather would 
affgrd.a: better ſenſe and. 3 otefigoift; 
cantand finewy exprefſion than we meer, 
withjin.qus..T5anflations., and, perhaps; 
mould.make lygh paſſages $a, flat; 
or,uncouth,appear Eloquent. and Fm- 
phaticy.  {Whilft\I- am. writng This, 
our yEngbſp hon  Praleſes ga, Wy, 
thoughts an Example which may; leqn- 
tg Uluſtrare much, of. che foregoing 
Conſideration : and it is- this . That 
thaugh, -a5 pag, would. calily. beligye, 
ere are. but, a few - forms of. ſpeaking 
whichzelare co3he Birch of Infants, yer 
thee; 5 efiyeigr fix expreſſions'concer- 
gs - oneaffair, wherein very pe- 
alar.and uawonted notions. belong 10. 
on Words ,and;Phraſes.Forif I ſay that 
ſach a. Woman: has looked every hour 
Sh6ſe 1am dave Tha yelterday the cryed 
MY that ſh (6 eter labor, 
Ip laſt he de was. broyght.a bed, 
That.nowiſhelyss io, and; that it is fic 
we ſhould remember the Lady.in the 
ftrayy5-.1t, .1ſay,; Imakeuſeof any-or 
all. of. theſe Epraſione ,: an-Engliſh- 
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man Nw SH08 cHead] Y det ana 
bur if © 1 ſhould” literally. 5nd" wo 
fot word trav{lare then; po es into 
Greek ot Hebrew: Sur iro the Langua- 
ges, of our ncitigbor Narions, Prench 
ot-Italian , men would nor 'underftand 
what I mean? and if a'difcoutſe whete- 
n+ irhey were employed weretrafiſlzeed 
by 'anTaterpreter bly: acquainted with 
the-genuine and! more obviolis figni- 
fication of rhe Eng liſh mw Gb itrwould 
in ſuch paſſiges WG Herron 
rageouſly, and le 
pertinent or-non-ſen TY gs or 
Italian Reader, © He, 
'But this is'not ally? fot confider i 
the ſecond place, thatfivt 6iily'we haye 
loſtdiverſe of thefi gmfications of many 
of the' Hebrew Words'/and: Phraſes; ue 
chat we have'alſo loſt-the'means of #es 
quaintipg our: ſelves with's" ' mbleirde _ 
of / patti ulars relating 'to' the” Topos * 
graphy, Hiſtory, Rites, Opinions, F#- 
ftions , Cuſtoms, &e. of the Antient 
J<ws. ind-mei ohborin s Nitions, with: 
out-the knowleds i; which - we can- 
not- in the! petuſin tog of Books of ſuch 
Aitiquity'as thoſe of '-rhe Old Teſts: 
men; and "written by aiid: ( principally) 
tot Jews*, we cannot fy bucr-loſe 
very 
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re Hwh which*we ſhould read -very 


ny paſſages, if we diſcerned the Re- 
tences and Allufionstharate made ini 
thenr ro thoſe Stories, Proverbs, , Opi+ 
nions, &c.'to which ſuch paſſages m 

well-beſupy oſed'toRelate. ''And'this 
Conjecture will not, T preſume, appear 
irrational; if you bat codſider how ma- 


_ ty of the handſome paſſages in Faves 


al, , "Ptrſite , Martial and diverſe'0- 
ther Larne Writers -( not to' mention 
Heſfod ; Myſeus., +or other ancietitet 


. Greeks) are loſt to ſuch Regders23*kte 


unacquainted with the Roman Cu- 

6mes, Governmtnr and Storie'; 'nay 
or” are Or ſufficietitly fotrhied' 'of-a 
or —— Hp particutar circumſtances re- 
atine'to the condition of t ble times, 


and'of diveife particular petfons poiti- _ 


redar in: thoſe 'Poems'; and thetefore | 
it is that the latter" 'Criricks hayebeen | 
fain/ to write Comnents, or- at leaſt ' 
Notes upon every Page ;: 2ndlin fore 
Pages upon almoſt every Line of thoſe 
Books, to:enable che Reader rodifcern 
the Eloc ece 2nd-Relſh the Wir of | 


theAnt of. And if ſuch Dilpcidati- 


nectſſary'ro make us viloe wri- 


rivge that” treat of familiar and ſecular 


affairs, 


(0/813! SIL1 ©, 


affairs, and were.\ wi ng a7 rb 4 
Language,and in Times ang Countries 
DF REareT 5g Fs Ka ore, do. you 


chink.we muſt ancy.of 
" Fd the Pſalms 4 Dazid, 
| of plea 2, 20d, <-> %——— 
—_ 7 ch, not Fir treat; of- 


reatimes. 0, f {ubſime and ſupergaty;al 
Mair, HA BTRATSN in very. rE- 
moere- re many: A +{LS8S..4 
mid Circumſt ances. (may Ke 
we £annoL —— Gia, ſtrar 
6 general -ON 
dean. YET (Hhavro! 


"ay TIO is II we ſhould 
eruly te RPE what. the 
ST {elf (ayes, ra pee 
GB CHPEs; :For-we guſknot 
by upon che. Bible. ; 3S:20 Font of 
God, tomen,, or, om | 
like our k Fog Bharore: -Book, wherein 
it, 1s the ellos An the WAY 
;  theaky, rn peeplE.. but, 6s Colle 
A con 9 company Li Toy rg 
3 oy andy ullpar .C1CS 
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"theminPe cnet wp nega 
are many Pu belicer' : Author and 
"xb introduced . ſpeakig 

- there © Forbelidis the Books ole. PH 
9 Samuel; Kings , Chronicles'; 
Euangeliſts, the. Ads. of. che 

| ; 02 and.other pare Sepprore 


© thatare.ey leſs Hiſtorical; ang-wont | 


FOO ſo there. a: ipche. other 
Bogks ks. paſſages thar. deſeive the 
ſame name,, and, many. others wherein, 
though they be ngz meer Naucracives of 


things done. - Sayings 20d; Ex- 
ns Ton os No he- 


<a 0 $9 1th or. $ AY Scti- 


ny er; able. _—_ 
ED Oo oy rApþs as and 


gs are not. ( eſpecially,when. they 
PEAK ex tempore.) ro be.expeced,” it 


=4 from whom witty orclaquent 


pry be. very injurious to impute to | 


the. Sctiprure any want of, Eloquence 
that may be noted in the Expreſſions 


of. ochers thanir's Auchor:, Forchough 


6 hou in Romances, bur in many of 
"thoſe 


we 


\ 


— 4 


thoſe chat oa bir He "Vi ries, the 
| ſuppoledSpeakers may be obſeivedro : 
ralk as well as the fliſtorian's Yer that 
is but either becauſe the*men ſo-imtro- 
dnced* were Ambaſſadots;,” ' Otatois,, 
' Generals, or other Eminent men fot 
parts as: well-as employments',” of "be- 
cauſe the Hiftoriandoes,as it Ofren Fi jap: 
pens, give himſelf che Kberry” to make 
Speeches for them';/ and does norfſer 
down whar indeed they aid,” but whit 
hethoughrfic char ſuch h perſons,onfuch | 
occaſions.) hould have faid'; 'whefeas 
the Pen-rnen of rhe Scripture, as one” 
of them truly profelſes,, Having St 
followed eihningly -deviſee Fables in 
whar they hiyewritren; have eiebfall 
ſet down the” Siyings' as weltas Adt- 
ons they 'record, wit! iourtwaking them 
rzther congruous'ts the coiditions of 
the Speakers chan” to © "the Laws of 
Tron 212% 

_  'Norig it onely the yrs of very it ins: 
ny piſſoges' of 'Seriprurs that” Web 
juſtified'by our ſecond® Conſideration, 
bur with the (ame Diftin&on, welt *p- 
plied,: we! may fiſent& ere of rhett 
malicious Cavils who" Uecuſethe Set 
ou of teaching Vice'by the ungo! | 
1yings and pens that are' = 
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and there to owe wth ia inic, "Foe: as 
the Apo lefaid, that they are not all 9 Ren.s; 
Iſrael that are of Ifracl, ſo we may ay, 
Har is nor- Scripcure thac is in the 
| Scripruce # for many wicked perſons, 
i and Retr x perverter Sarhan, are there in- 
] rroduced, whoſe Sayings the''Holy 
Ghoſt doth nor adopt, but barely regi- 
ers; nor does the Scripture affirm char. 
|: what they ſaid was true , bur that it is 
true they ſaid it. And if I hadnor re- 
daced ſome of thoſe Cavillers to con- 
fels-that they. never did themſelves 
read -thoſepieces of the Bible, ar (ome 
_ bf: whoſe paſſages they cavil,- I ſhould 
much more admire than I Yo to find 
them father, as confidently as they do, 
all' rhey hear cited from ir upon the 
Enditer of ir, as if the Devils ſpeeches 
were not! recorded there; and as'it ic 
wererequifiteto make a Hiſtory divine- 
ly inſpired;rhar all the Blaſphemies and 
Crimes it Regiſters ſhould be {o 'roo: 
As forthelllsrecortied in the Scripture, 
{| Hefides that wicked perſons were ne- 
F Ccellary 'to exerciſe Gods Children and 
| 1lluſtrate his'providence, andibeſtdes che 
Allegations' commonly made'on;that 
ſubje&,we' may-conſider tharthere be- 


ama thingsto be declinedasivel! ns 
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-” - as well; whatto avoid, as what: to imi» 
tate, andthe knownrocks and thelves 
do.as well guide the 'Sex-men as 'the 
Pole-ftar::/Now-as we-could: not be 
arined againſt the Tempters methods 

it we 12nor d them ; ſo could we never 
ſafeliernor;better leatn theni than inhis 
Book; whocan alonedifcover the.wiles 
and '{athom the. depths of . Sathan, and 
crack him chrough all his windings and 
(otherwiſe .untraceable ) - Labyrinths, 
and in that Book: where: the Antidote 

is exhibited with'the-Poyſon,andeither 
mens defeat or Victory may reach us at 
other: coſts and: without our hazard 
the true arr of that warfare: we are -all 
ſo highly concerned in; And as Cliy- 
miſts obſerve in the Book of Nature; 

T hat thoſe Simples that wear the figure 

or reſemblance (by them: termed-Sig- 
nature) of a diſtemper'd part, are:Me- 
dicinal: for that-part of-that Tnfirmity 
whoſe ſignature they bearz fo in God's 
other Book, the Vicious perſons.. there 
mention'd, ſtil] prove, under ſomenoti- 
on,or ypon ſome ſcore or other, Antido- 
tal againſt the Vices nototious in them , 
being: (to- preſenc it-you alſo ina $cti- 
pture Simile) like ONEIDINEES: 
wi , | 1 | 
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Rev.? 24 


." ſed, and to their. contemporaries, and 


 Whatſoewer: thitigs were written dfores ron, rs; 
times; (ayes'the' Apoſtle; were mritten +- 

for: our Inftrut#ion. And to make'further 

uſe of-our former compariſon; thoſe to 

whom the Scrip' are gives the names of 

Ligns, Wolves,Foxes,and other Brutes, 

by: Gods afliftanrs- prove ro his Saints 

as inftructive: Beafts as doth the Nor- 

thern:'Bear unto! the'wandring- Pilor : 

and as: Antiently: God fed his Servant 

Elias.lometimes'by an Angel , ſome- 

_ times by-a Woman; and ſometimes 
roo/by:Ravens; fo doth hemake-all 

. perfohs/in che Bible, wherher:good or 
bad: or mdifferent ; ſupply his ſervants 

with thar- inftruction which is the Ali- 

ment 'of: Vertue-and:'of j Souls, and 

makes them and their examples contri= _ = 

bute-toithe verification'of 'that paſſage #7 

of -St.:Paul, wherein he fayes that all == 

things 'co-operate' for 'g00d to them that x,ns. 18 

2::My: chird -Confiderarion - is 'this/, 

Thar: the -ſeverat 'Books' of the Bible 

yereswrirten chiefly 'and- primarily'to « 

_ thoſe to whom[they: were firſt adreſ- | 


S 4.1 . 


 thaf:yer the Bible nor being writren for 
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'one Age of- people onely ,- bar for the ' | 
whole-people' of God ,. conliſtingrof 
F _ _, perſons of all Ages, Nations, Sexes, 
E: Complexions and Condirions , it-was 
3 fic/it ſhould: be' writcen-in ſuch a:-way 
_ as tharnone of alltheſe;might bequite 
excluded from the advantages deſigned ' 
them in-it. Therefore were-theſe:Sa- 
cred Books ſo wiſely as: well as gra- 
| ciouſly temper'd, that their variety fo 
comprehends the ſeyeral abilities: and 
£ diſpoſitions of men,” that (as ſome Pi- 
I ures ſeem to have theis eyes direRtly 
=» fixd on every one, that looks on them 
from whar-part ſoever of the roomche 
eyes them) there is#\carce any frame | 
of ſpirit a man can be of, or any condi» 
tion he can be 1n, to which ſome paſs {| 
ſage of Scripture 1s: not as' patly:ap- | 
plicable as if -it were meant for himz or 
12, v. 7, laid; to him as. N#than' once didto.:Das | 
wid, Thou art the man, W hathas been |} 
thus obſerved touching Gods defignin 
the contrivance of the Scripttre,> may _|. 
afiſt us ro. defend;the ſtyle of: a«great BS 
mulcicuge of it's. Texts, and- particu» 
larly'of diverſe;of.;thoſe which-beloog Þ|\. 
tothe fivefollowing kinds. © 4 | 
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= And firſt, the ſeveral Books” 
Ros : | 
, 


4 


mp . 


'make up the Canon of the Scriprare 
being primaniſy defigneg” for their uſe 
that lived 'in the times wherein they 
weredivulged, it need be no wonder 


| if each of them contain many things 


that principally concern  the' perſons 
that then lived, and be accordingly . 
wrnittenin ſuch a way that manyof it's 
paſſages allude and otherwiſe relate to 
particular Times, Places , Perſons, 
Cuſtomes, Opinions, Stories , &c. 
which by our formerly-meation'd want 
of a goodaccount of ſuch remote Ages 
and Regions cannot afford us that in- 
ſtruction and ſatisfaction that thoſe to 
whom ſach Books were inimediacely 
addrefled might eaſily derive from the 
peruſal of them. | | 
| Next, as ſome portions of- Scripture 


| were principally deſigned for ages very 


Jong fince paſt, ſo ſome other parts of 
| - Br, eſpecially choſe that are yer Prophe- 
tick, may probably reſpett future times 


-, much mote ka ours: and our Poſte-, 
! rity may adimire what we cannor now 
\ 


\ , reliſh, becauſe we do-hort yet 'under- 
Mandir. Moreover they being. many 
\ Portions «of Scripture ,” as almoſt the 
whole four laſt Books of Aoſes, where= 
&*: L in 
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diately, or. mediately giving Laws t9 
his people, or his worſhippers, I ſup- 
poſe it will not-be thoughe neceſlary 
that ſuch parts of Scripture ſhould be 
Eloquently written , and that the Sy- 
preme Legiſlator of the World , who 
reckons the greateſt Kings amongſthis 
Suojefs , ſhould, in giving Laws, tye 
himſelf to thoſe of Rhetorick , the 
ſcrupu'ous obſervationof which would 
much derogate from thoſe two Quali- 
ties ſo conſiderablein Laws, Clearneſs 
and Majelty. | 


Beſides, there being a ſort of men, 


of which I hope the number will daily 
encreaſe, who have ſuch a delire as St, 
Peter tells us the Angels themſelyes 
cheriſh, to look into the Myſteries of 
Religion, and are qualified with ele- 
vated and comprehenfive Intellects ro 


apprehend themin ſome meaſure ; it is. 
not unfic that to exerciſe ſuch mens® 


abilities, and to reward their induſtry, 


there ſhould be ſome abuſe Texts of 


Scripture ficted to the capacities of ſuch 


ſpeculative wits, and» above the reach 


of vulgar Apprehenfions. | 

. And on a other. {tde., the Omat+ 
ſcient Author of the -Scripture fore» 
ſceing 
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forgotten or over-looked by him who 


|  farnperſtomachs, but ofcentimes (as 


{ dcrythemſelves, and dreſs their mear, 
| | E 2 
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tyle of theholy Scriptures. 25 
ſeeing that it would follow from the 
condition of mankind thar the greateſt 

part of the members of the Church _ =_ 
would be no great Clerks, and many of _ 
them very weak or illicerate , it was 3 
but ſuitable co his goodneſs that a grear 
many other paſſages of the Books de+ 
figned for. them, as well as others , 
ſhould be written inſuch a plain and fa- 
miliar way as may befic ſuch Readers, 
and lec them fee that they were not 


Gi 


truely ſayes, by the Propher, that all m_—_ 


Souls are his. Andyetia many even 
of theſe Texts, which ſeem chiefly to \. 
have been deſigned to teach the fimple, 
Scholars themſelves may find much to 
learn. For not onely there are ſome 
paſſages that conrain Milk for Babes , 
and others that exhibit ſtrong mear, 


Cows afford both Milk and Beef) the 
ſame Texrs that Babes may ſuck Milk 
from, ſtrong men may find ſtrong meac 
in: The Scripcure it ſelf in ſomeſenſe 
falfilling the promiſe made us in it, 
thac Habents dabiter (to him that hath 
fhaff be given, ) and being like a fire 
that ſerves moſt men bac towarm,and 


_ bur 
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26 Conſiderations touching the” = 
bur ſerves the skilful Chymiſt ro draw 
Quinteſſences and make Extratts. ' - . » | 
{ doubt not but you are acquainted F 
2s well as I with divers querulvbus 
Readers, who very boldly find ftaulvo {| 
with this variety wherein God -hath » 
thought fir to exhibit his Truch and 
declare his Will in Holy: Writ, and 
preſume to cenſure ſome Texts as too 
myfterious, very many as too. plain. 
Bur theſe exceptions at the Oeconomy 
of the Scripture do.commonly proceed 
from their Pride that make them ; for 
that vice inclining them to fancy that 
the Bibleeither was or ought to have. 
been wricten purpoſely for them , 
prompts them to make exceptions ſui- 
table to ſuch a preſumption'; - and, 
. whilſt they look upon their awn abili- 
lities at the meaſure of all diſcourſes, 
- to callall that tranſcends their appre# 
fions Dark, and all thac- equals it 
not Trivial. They will bealwayes find-: | 
ing fauic with the Holy Ghoſts expreſ- . 
fions , both where his condeſcerifions {| 
; make them cleer, and: where the ſub- 
F hmiry of che matter: leaves them obe 
E:- fcurer; like Barts,” whoſe tender eyes; ; 
2 love neither day nor night , antdare | 
only pleaſed with (what is alone pros: | 
| portioned | 


Mo "WR ns 4 Sk pi s of . +” | f; "3 Tt Jy Dogs —\ T\pttres, 
portioned ro thei weak ſight) a Twi-. 
light that is borh or neicher. - Butasa 


—_ * 
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skiltul Fowler Cand the compariſon 
will be excuſed by choſe that remem- 
ber that God in Scripture is ſaid to be 


preſſed as a Cart i preſſed that is full of Amos 11, 
ſheaves, and the Sonot Man to be as '3- 


4 Thief- in the night )) according tg the 


differing narures of his game, ſo con-. 


trives and appropriates his ſtratagems , 
char ſome be catches with light (as 
Larks with day nets) ſome with baits 
(as*Pigeons with 'Peaſe): ſome with 
frights (as Black+birds with a Sparrow- 
Tok "Or a Low: bell) and ſome. he 
draws in with company (as Ducks and 
ſuch like ſociable” Birds with decoy- 


Fowl: ) ſo God'knowing that ſome | 


perſons muſt be wrought upon by Rea- 
ſon, others allured by Intereſt, ſome 
driven in by Terrour, and others again 
brought in by Tmitation, hath by a rare 
and merciful (if ['may {0 call ir) ſap- 
pleneſs of wiſdom fo yaried the Hea- 
venly DoQrine into Ratiocinations, 
Myſteries,” Promiſes, Threats and Ex- 
amples', rhat-there is not any ſort of 

people that' in the Scripture” may rior 
find Religioh repreſented in thar form 
they are-moſt dlpofe to receive*im- 
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prefſions from 5 God therein graciouſly 


dealing with his Children not unlike - 
the Prophet that: ſhrunk himſelf into 
the proportion of the Child he meant 
to revive. The genisſes,the capacities 
and the diſpoſitions of men are fo di- 
ſtink, and otrentimes fo extravagant, 
that there is ſcarce a paſſage of Scti- 
Pture that is not ſpirable or appro- 
priate to ſome of thoſe numberlels dif- 
terences of humour the Bible was de- 
{fizned for , and in that unimaginable 
variety of occutrances ſhared amongſt 
ſuch vaſt multitudes finds not a proper 
objet, And therefore God who (has 
ving created them) beſt knows. the 
frame of mens ſpirits, having been 
pleaſed ro match them with proper 
Texts; I ſhall not quarrel with his 
youchſafing to liſp myſteries to thoſe 
that would, be deterred by any other 
way of expreſliog them; and coqualifie 
his inſtramencs according to the na- 
cures he defigas them 10 work upon, 
leſt he ſbould ſay tro me with the 
Houſe-holder-in the. Goſpel ,. 7s thine 
eye epil, becauſe 1 am Gued?. Andſure 


ic muſt extremely misbecome us to. re- 


ine at the greatneſs.of Gods conde» 
ore of 2 
Knows 
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Knowledge or Attainments that we 
owe tot 


-  ByrefleQing be 7 the three forego- 
iog general Conſiderations, you will, 
| _Tpreſume, caſily gerceive what. it is 


s thar is prerended co in whar I repre- 
ſent you in the behalf of the Ryleof 
the Scripture. For you will eaſily gueſs 
by what I have hitherto rold you, Ipre- 
tend not to prove or aſſert.that every 
- - , Textof Scripture, eſpecially in tran(- 
lations, is embelliſhed with the Orna- 
ments of Rherorick, but only to ſhew 
theſe two things,rhe one, That as there 
may be drawn from divers things in 
the Scripture it ſelf (without excluding 
the ſtyle) conſiderable Arguments of 
At's having been written or approved 
by men peculiatly aſſiſted by the Spirir 
of God, ſo if a man be perſwaded 
. either by theſe intrinſick Arguments 
(which I may in another paper evince 
co be no ſlight ones)or by any others, of 

the Heayenly ' Origination of the Scri- | 
. pture, if, I ſay, a man be perſwaded of 
this, he ought nor in reaſon by the 
Kyle of theſe Books to be kept from 
diligently ftadying of them, and highly 
valuing them. The other@vhich I add 
 -a5- one eyincement of the former) is, 
MS. Thar 
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 wherewritten with as much eloquence 


| Nations count Eloquence, thar they 


di grace the Bible , and orhers- on'y -- 


that nor only rhe Scripture is every. 


— 


as the chiet Author” (whoſe Omni= 
ſcience qualified him to judge-beſt in 
the caſe): thoughs fic and expedient 

as we now have the Sacred Books, eſ- 
pecially in their Originals, ve:y many 
paſſages of them ate ſo far from being / 
deſtitute of what even our Weſtern | 


| 


o 
em 
* 


deſerve ro be Admired for it. And, 
Theophilzs,it you pleaſe to keep inyour 
eye what I have now told you concern» 
ing my Scope in writing, and fo bear in 
your memory the three general Con- 
fiderations I have premiſed , IT ſhall 
need hereafter as often as I have occa- 


fion to mention them, only to point at | 
them, and thgreby ſhall excuſe. you © | 
and my ſelf from the unwelcome trou- 1 


ble of many times repeating the' ſame. 
things, mA THY | 


To proceed then to the more parti- 
cu'ar Objections againſt the Scripture, 
The fiiſt I ſhall conſider is, Thar it is 
obſcure, And this I find alledged by 
rwo ſort of men to iwo differing pur- . 
poſes ; - ſoRe endeavouring by ir to 


? making 
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| making the pretended darkneſs of ma* ' 
1] ny of its paſſages an Excuſe for their 
tf norſtudying it. ISIS 
| © To'the firſt ſort of objeors T an- 
1 fCwer, char is lictle leſs than inevita- 
[ ble that many: paſſages of the Scri- 
|. pture ſhould ſeem obſcure to us, and 
] thar it is bur fir that divers others ſhould 
{ befowo. :--5: b 
. - © For firſt, the ObjeQors, as Iformer- | 
| ly obſerved, reading the Bible but in 
Tranſlations; are deſtitute of thoſe 
helps to underſtand the ſenſe of many 
Paſſages that may. be afforded by sKill 
in the Original ' Languages. - * Beſides, 
that eventd thoſe that have taken pains 
to underſtand the Original Tongues , 
- |  the-Genuine ſenſe of divers-words and 


| Phraſes is denied by the injury of time, 
/ through hich (as was already noted) 


a greater pait Of the Hebrew and Chal- 
dean Tongues have been loſt, | 
| Secondly, Many Texts appear ob- 
ſ.ure to thoſe rthar-live in- theſe latter 
times , onely becauſe that by reaſon 
of the periſhing of thoſe Writings and 
other Monuments of Antiquity that 
were contemporary to the Books of the- 
Old Teſtament, we cannot. be (uffici- 
_ ently acquainted with the Hiſtory, che 
INES Laws 
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Laws arid Cu | 
other Nations mentioned in the- Scri- 

pture, ſothat it need be-no wonder if 
Gr HO of the (apr Ge- 
neſts, Foſuab, es,Samutl, the Kings, 
OP joe | JE Hiſtorical Books of | 
the Scripture, as-alſo of the four laſt 
Books of Moſes, are obſcure to us, and 
yet might be very intelligible to thoſe 
m whoſe times they were written, and 
for whoſe uſe they were-principally de- 


wouid in many places appear very 0b- 
ſcnte to (uch Readers as know nothing 
of the Roman affairs bat by the account 
given of them in his writingCwhence di- 
yerſe late Criticks have been invited\to 
 Huſtrace-him out of other Latine Au- 
thors)yerqueſtionleſs rotheRomen Rea- 
ders that hived in his time, or not very 
long afrer;his Book was caſte enough to 
be underſtood, How much the want of 
other Hiſtorians contemporary to the 
Pentmen of the 01d Teſtament may make 
' things ſeem obſcure that might by ſuch 
| Rories, be ef1 y cleered yp,we may ob- 
fetve; trom divers Paſſages-of the New 
Teſtament, which.can ſcarce be well un- 
derfigod without an accdunt of Herod's 
family; 'and slie changes that at, 
C171 apout 
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which was ſometimes all of it govern- 
ed by Herod the Great, that maſſacred 
the Children of Berblebers, and ſome» 
times'was governed by Pilate: and other 
' Roman Magiſtrates, and ſometimes was 
ſo divided,that it was as to ſome parts 
onely governed by Herod's  Deſcen= - 
dents under various Titles ; the-want 
of the Knowledge of which ; atd of 
the (eyeral Princes thar bore the name 
of Herod,does much puzzle many Rea- 


ders that /are Strangers to. Foſephye, Luke 21; 
And it ſeems ſomewhar ſtrange ro ma- 71> 3 


ny, 'that Chriſt ſhould in St.-Zykead- 
._mon:th. his Hearers co fly out of Fe- 
ruſalem and Fudga, and not* reſort thi- 
. ther from the neighbouring Countries, 
when they fool ſec Jreaflcurrecenpet ed 
with Armies, {1nce thoſe Armies would 
probably hinder the counſelled retire- 
- ment (artleaſt as to the City.) Where» 

' as he that finds inthe Story, cthat.:the 
. Roman forces under Gratus did -on a fad-+ 
den, (and as good. Authors tell us ) 
withont any manifeſt Cauſe withdraw 
from the fiege of. Fer»ſalcm, andehen 
return £0. it again, and (under Tires ) 
carry. the. Town by force 5 /! he that 
ſhall: read alſo in Exſebs lib; 3s 6 >» 
| - That. 
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chad ao Chriſtian of Foruſulem did : 
(divine'y admonithed) make*uſe of the 
Opporeunity prefented them to quit all 
of "herd the City and 1etire to Pelaon 
theotherſideof Fordan 3 He, Ifay,that 
ſhall read and rakenotice of all chis; will 
not only: cleerly naderſtand the Reaſo- 
nableneſs -of our Saviours waraing , 
bur admire the Propherical Spirit by 
which he could Oe it.  Andas it is 
: difficult -ro colle& our'of the Old Te- 
| ſtament alone the Hiſtory of thoſe 
rimes;» wherein it was 'wiittens fo it" is 
not to be expected, thar'out of thoſe 
Books-we ſhould be. able to colle& and: - 
> comprehend either complete Idxa5 of 
3 the Iraelifiſh Government: Civil-and 
Ry  Eectefdaſtical, or the true Stare of their 
= - ſeveral :Sefts, Opinions\and- affairs if. 
mateers of Religion: ' And yer without 
the' Knowledge of thoſe it cannot be 
bur that many Texts will ſeem obſcure 
r0:us,: which werenot at all ſo-to them 
that were coztanedus-to the Pen»men 
of thoſe Books. The Labours of fome 
modern /Criticks that have pur*them- - 
ſelves to the trouble of making a tho- 
row ſearch-into the Writings of 'thoſe 
Jewiſh: Rabbies that lived aboir' our + 
Saviour and his-Apoſtles _—_ have > 
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, "a12s S and Ce as the Hebrews 


TeX 


by: the Pakp of the /Rabinica el 
already cleered-up divers 'Texts which 


before, were Dark, becauſe they related 
to particular Sedts Cuſtoms, Sayings,or 


Opinions amongſt che then Fews; whoſe 
knowledge 'the' Writers of the New 
Teſtament do not Teach but Suppoſe. 


And I doubt not bur higher and valua- 
_ Atrainments in that kind of Learn- 

g. (how worthleſs ſoever Þ ſhould 
thenk it, if it were not conduciveto the 
Illuftration of the Scripture) will ere 
it be very long diſperſe that Obſcurity, 


- which -yet dwells upon divers pther 


Texts, and will ſhew the Groundleſs- 


neſs of all our Cavils at them, as well 
as that of many of our: too fierce con- 


tentions about them, T ſhall add, that 


T- dare almoſt preſume ro queſtion, 
whether even our famouſeſt Criticks W 
have'not left divers Moſaical Texts in 


the dark ; "if: clouded them by their 
Comments, meerly: for want of know- 
ing the: Religion of the anrient Zabi- 
ans,-in oppoſition of whoſe Magical 
worſhip and Superſtitions, Tam apt-to 


think divers Ceremonies of the Ritual 
| Lawof the 


Fews to have been inſticu« 
ted. And yer of thoſe. Zabiiſts* or 


and 


DOES =o 
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and Areb;ans expreſs the name) I find a 
deep and general filence in Claflick . 
Authors, except (the Rabby's Oracle} 
Maimonides , our of whom. our great 
Antiquary (Mr. Seen) both in famili- 
ar diſcourſe, and in his excellent Tract 
of the Syrias Deities gave me fiſt a 
hine, which by lighting on another 
Author of choſe parrs I have ſince had 
the luck to improve ſufficiently, to 
make me fear, that they that are ſtran- 
gers to the Zabians Rites and Creed, 
will (carce give us the cleereſt 2ccount, 
the Theme is capable of in divers paſ- 
| Cages of the Moſaick Law : as I am 
-apt to think that our Ignorance 'or 
want ' of taking notice of the Perſwa- 
flons and Practices of the Gnoftichs,Car- 
pocratiens,and theSedts allyed to theirs, 
if it donot make us miſtake and mif- 
interpret , doth ar leaft keep us from 
giving the cleereſt Interprerarions 
whereof they are capable to many Paſ-. 
ſages of the New Teſtament, wherein 
they are either cleerly Pointed ar, or 
clofely Related co, ; 
Thirdly , we may reaſonably ſap- , 

poſe,thae of the Texts thatare are now 
difficult unco us, thereare divers thac 
are ſo, bur becauſe they were princi- - 
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all-livein atter-times, by whom they  - 
. will queſtionleſs be bercer underftopd, = = 
Tothe Fews,that lived io and long after - A 
Moſes ' his time, many of thoſe Predi- 
ions, both Verbaland Typical, of the - 
Mefſias ſeemed very Dark, which'to us 3 
-. Chriſtians are abundantly Tlluftrated 3 
" bytheRifing of that Sun of Righteouſ- +3 

neſs, who was aimed at: in them, 2H 
. And though the Myſterious . Tem- 
_ . ple and. City deſcribed in. EBzekzel, 

| asalfo much of the 4pocalypſe and dis 
vers other Prophetick Paſſages of Holy 
Writ, do yet ſeem abſtruſe to us, yer 
they.-will not appear ſo to thaſe, to 
whom their Completion (the. beſt 
expoſitor of dark Prophecies ) fhall 
have unfolded chem, For I obſerve, 
that as ſome Divine 'prediftions are 
cleerly. expreſſed , . to the intent thar 
thoſe that are: made acquainted with 
them may befare- hand know what will 
| happen, ſo others are propoſed, not fo 

much that thoſe,to whom they are firſt :,* 3M 
addrefled , ſhould know the fore-rold | 
events, ' before they do come to pals. as 
_ that, when theydo come to pals, the 
ſame accompliſhment , that expounds = 
- them, . may evince thatthe Grgplngd | 

; | chem 


F « $ % 


: e och? Accor” 
"I to that of our Saviour, ro his Di” - | 
= iples, to' whom he Propheſied th*® 
' - Suff<tings they ſhould undergo, Theſ® - }- 
things have I told yu, that when the time 
fobn 26. ſhall come ye may remember that I rold Jos 
+ of them. 
| Fuurchly, it was fic, thatthere ſhould 
2 be ſome Obſcure Paſſages left in the in- 
ſpired Volume, to keep thoſe from the 
Knowledge of ſome of thoſe Divine 
Myſteries,*thar are both delightful and 
uſeful. though not abſolutely "neceſfary, — 
\ who do: not think ſuch knowledge W © 
worth ſtudying for. As it was allo 
- (which partly noted above)tharthere 
thould be ſome clouded and myſterious 
Texts,to excite and recompence the In- 
duſtry and ſpeculation of Elevated wits 
and Religious Inquirors, 
Laſtly, there are divers Obſcure paſ- 
ſages in Scripture, wherein the diffi- 
; | culty lies in the thing its ſelf that is ex- 
E: + preſſed,nor in the Scriptures manner of 
E - Expreſſing ir, Fornot ro mention.rhat 
obſcureneſs,that is wont to attend Pro- PP 
pherick Raprutes- (of which there are - þ, 
many. mentioned in Scripture J' theres Þ 
are divers things , that 'we agree.to be 
* Knowable by che bare lighr of 'Natare 
without 


then ray ableto Foreſts 


ly,: 25 not toleaye the 
NB LE M0 qui- 

Examining Read 
we then wonder that © 


ecrees of. aire Ie i 
e Myſteries as the Trinity ,. the 


rn umane un 
ould+be Obſure tous; eſpe- 
'we ſuffer our'not un lerſtand- 


ing? Their foll meaning ar firſt, rode- 


ter us from endeayoring to find ir our 
*by farther ſtudy I am ſorry I can add 


--on this Occaſion, that-divers Texts 


FO! 0 are 


*1 


1 


G OA" 


V 7 


ſpeak, qr fnderſtand not what they 
ſay. And1T could wiſh thefe Meta» 


; phyſical Querks, with which-fevera), 
_ not only" School-men bur -other Wri- 


ters,: have' perplexed. the Doftrine of 
Predeſtination; of the Trinity, of the 
Operationof the Spirit of Cod upon the 
will of man, and! ſome other myfte» 


"ries of Chtiſtian Religion, did ciorgive 


adyabtages againſt thoſe Dodtrines to 
the. Oppoſers of them, and perhaps 


- make {ome men oppofers, who other= 
., wife would not have been ſo, AndI 


fear,-that too great an opportunity has 
been afforded co Atheiſtical wits by 
the nnintelligible Phancies, which ma- 


' by haye made bold to add to: whar the 


Scripture has revealed concerning the ' 
Ecernity and. Infiniteneſs of God: 
For whilſt meo, indiſcreetly arid uhskil- 
fully, ewiſt together, as integral pares of 
the ſame Doctrine, a revealed truth 
with their own Metaphyſical ſpecula- 
tions about it, rhongh theſe be' roo 
often ſuch as cannot be provyed, or per- 
haps ſo much as underſtood, chey termpe 

p F 3 ſuch 


he 


\ 


» 4 
id 


them may endeavour to pervert. what 
has been delivered ro Apologize for 


their Neglect of the Scripture, by alle- 
ging, that albeit what has been repre- 


ſented may ſerve to ſhew that the Ob- 


ſcurity of the Scripture is juſtifyable, 


_ yer the very proving it needful or fir 
That it ſhould be obſcure; is a plain con- 
feſſion chat it is ſo. Wherefore itis re- 


' quilite 
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themſelves, as thar, becauſe they can- _— q 
. endavourto learn ay thing from it. TI 


' Not now deny, . that (as Heaven it ſelf is 
[nor all Stars) there may be parts of 


_edto thellluminatienand Blazes of the 


ceſlary tobe fo. © In points fundamen- } 12 


astheſe, 7f the Goſpel be hid, "tis bidto ;, 4. 


= $3 & fe 2 £% £ & 
$ 


FS 


unfavourable ro the Scripture. and 
not underſtand all of ir, they will not 


have already acknowledged it,and ſhall 


Scripture, whoſe clear expoſitions ſhall 
enoble._ and bleſs the remoteſt of ſuc- 
ceeding ages, that perhaps ſome myſte- 
Ties are ſo obſcure, that they arereſery- 


laſt and univerſal fire. 

--, Bur here it would be conſidered in 

'the firſt place,that thoſe Texts that are 3 

'ſodifficult.to be underſtood; are not ne- Wc F 
\ 


tal: and indiſpenſably neceſſary, the 
darkneſs of. Scripture is no leſs par- 
"tial, than of Egypr, which benighted 
onely the Enemies, but involved nor 
the people of God: in. ſuch Articles , .,,, | 
them that are loſt,inwhom the God of this 
World hath blinded the minds z At leaſt 
in relation to ſuch Truths as theſe we 
may juſtly apply that of Moſes,where he 
tells Ilrael, This Commandment which 1 
F 3 607+ 
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word is ery near unto thee, inthy mouth, 
and-in thy heart that thou mayeſt do it. 


And furely che Bibles appropriate þe- 


ing (as it ſelf -rells us) to enlighten the 


eyes, and to make wiſe the ſimple: and it 
being written for the uſe of the whole 


people of God, whereof the greater 


number are no Clerks, things are there 


expreſſed with an evidence proportio- 


nable to the degree of Aﬀſenc that they 
exadt , and are as far forth intelligible 
ro pions: and induſtrious Readers as 
they are neceſſary to be underſtood by 


them ; and we may not-unfitly ſay of 
the underſtanding of thoſe cloudy paſ- 


ſages of Scripture, what Iremember a 
Father ſaid of the Sacrament, That xt 


_ watio ſed therwanting it, but the ſlighting it ſhall 


COnLemy- 
145 dam- 
Wt 


Py And as. the Knowledge of thoſe 


condemn men. T'is our duty ro ſtudy 


ftand them, 


them, but 'tis not (alwayes) to under» 


- Texts that are Obſcure, is not Neceſla- 


ry, fo thoſe others, whoſe ſenſe is nes 
ceflary/.to be underſtood , are Eafie 
enough to be ſo,' And thoſe are as 
much more. Numerous than the 


others, as more Clear, . Yes, there are 


ſhining 
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=” Bhi ſe 97h Scars of . that-brighr 
Sphzr cannot-be diſcerned 7 withouc 
the help of a Teleſcope. - Since God 
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then has been pleaſed to Provide ſufh- 


ciently for:our loſtruQtion , what rea- 


ſon have we-to repine, if we have in 
abonk, -not' deſigned for us aloge, pro- 
vided alſo for. thoſe that are ficted for 
higher arcainmencs, eſpecially ſince, jf 


_ we be notwanting toour ſelves, thoſe 


paſſages that are ſo: obſcure as ro-teach 


us. nothing elle, may at leaſt reach us 


Homility fo 
Nor does ic ichorome Gods Good- 
nels any. more than his Wiſdom, to 


haveſo: tempered the Canonical, Books, 


as: therein: to leave all ſorts. of. igroef 


Te ders 2n- Exerciſe for their Incaftry,. and 


give even the greateſt Dotors.conti- 
nual inducements.'to. implore. his In- 


. ſtrucions, . and' depend on; him for his 


Irradiacions, by leaving amongſt many 
paſſages that ſtoop unto our weaknelſs, 
ſome that' may make us ſenfible of ir, 


| It ſhould,” methinks, be looked upon 


as the Prerogacive, not the Diſparage- 
ment of che Scriptures, that the.Re- 
velation of his crutch vouchſafed us 
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pleaſed to have his underſtanding ex-. 
erciſed by thoſe moſt myſterious Texts, 

of which he formerly complained that 

they ſurpaſſed it. However,fince there 

are ſo many plain _ of Scripture, 

that clearly hold forth , not only all 

that is neceſſary for' us to know, bur- 

I fear much more than we are careful 

ro learn and practize, the zelous Chri-, T7 
ſtian would no more decline feeding + 
on this heavenly food, though all che * 
hard places ſhould fill remain ſuch = 
rohim, than the F2ws would forbear 
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And (in 


of arich Mine, becauſe all thoſe of the 


- thoſe of the Indiesexhauſted 2 : -- 
Moreover,the prerended Obſcureneſs 


. Wotld are not yer diſcovered; nor 


ofthe Bible is a miſtaken diſcourage- 


ment from reading it: forthe frequency 
of reading ir till leflens that obſcurity 5 


 whichlike a Miſt ſeems thicker atadi- 
ſtance than when'one enters ic,- and at- 


- rempts a paſſage through ir,-. which, in 
our caſe,many pious Students havedone 
ſo proſperonſly, as to find by welcom 
_ experience, that whar, ata diſtance, de- 
terred them, was not intended to fru- 
. ftrate Induſtry, bur puniſh Lazineſs. 

. "Beſides, thar the Scriprure being a- 

vowedly the beſt Expoſitor of it {elf , 
. our Tgnorance of thoſe: places, ' whoſe 
_ ſenſewe ſeek for, makes us often occa- 


fionally much knowinger,and more per- 
 fetin the meaning of all the reſt; and 


' makes us- too ſo much more ready in 
the uſesof them, thatI cannot bur ap-' 
ply co this ſubject the - Fable of thar 
dying Husband-man,who by telling his 
Sons of a hidden Maſs of Woun 

; = 
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«wowed 


Joke Dn, "Al thet ds pros won ; 
ing up-the-Earth about the Roots-of | 
the Vines, that they found indeed* a 

Treaſure ,, _though- not in Gold, \in }- 


Wine : for-thus out of :hope, by the - * 


light" of underſtood- Scriptures to, /pe- - | 

netrate the. ſenſe of the ab(curer:ones, ? 
we occaſionally ſoimprove: our know: 
ledge and readineſs 'jn the clearer Paſ- 
ſages, that our By-caquiſts do 'tichly 
recompence our- fruſtrated ( on rather 
anſucceeding Pains; ſince qur particu- 
_ bar: Diſappointments hinder: nor: the 
promotion of our. general Deſign; 5 
whictis a! greater proficiency. in Spiri- 
tual knowledge, and therefore ought 


not .to_ deter us from:the duty of thoſe. - 4 


ſearches, in which not onely to Diſco! - 
ver is happy, bur even the ;unſucceed- 
ing Attempts are: gainful, what lever 
the Eveat be, the pains being ſeldome 
fruitleſs, but reaching. either their end 
or recaimpence... And:this prompts'me 
to repreſent to you further: ,; that not 
onely. che Scripture is. inſtructive upon 
the ſame account / with other Theolo- 
gical wricings , but that we may hope 
fo, improve our 'underſtandings by- it: 
upoi 


irurec means, hd of Clonledas "+2 +.0 
2s of. Grace, 'and* appoinred for our. © + © 7 
© Inſtruction by him, *h. as Sin came 
- jaro''the Wold by Mans liſtning to 
the Words of the Devil, is pleiſed:ro 
- make Reſtoring Grace operate chiefly 
by our. liſtning ro the Word of God | 'M 
(whether heard or read.) Wherefore 24 
thoſe, whom the Intuition of this ens y 
- couragementr invitesto bediligent Per- 
uſers of the Scripture, doo their in- 


firm-underſtandings, as the Inhabitants 

of . Gennezarcth did to their ſick and 2 ks, 
| weak Countrey-men,lay them in Feſws * * * 
his way, and conſequently in that of S 
recovery. - 'Tis of (at leaſt one of) the p-_ 
darkeſt books of rhe Scripture, that it - *% 
is (aid, Bleſſed is he that readeth, and they Rev.r.Þ 2 
that hear the words of this Prophecy. 
The ;Eunuch in” the ' Ads: ould 
(though upon the high-way) needs 
read the Prophet 7ſazah,and though (as 
- appears by hisqueſtion co Phil;p)as then 
heunderſtood not - what he read, yer 
did the Spirit take thence (perhaps a 
riſe, as well as) opportunity to reveal 
Chriſt anto him, and both ſatisfie him £ 
of 'the meaning of that Predi&tion,and 
IN him with the freſh and happy 

© Agony 
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W754 Coofideration of the Bible being 'one 
E- of the Conduit-pipes, through which 
God hath appointed to conveigh this 
\ Truths, as well as Graces, to his Chil 
; dren, ſhould, merthinks, both hugely .J 
Z animate us to the” ſearching of the © 
"* | Scriptures, and equally refreſhus init. 
For as no Inſtrument is weak in an'om- | 
nipotent hand, ſo ought no means to be = 
looked upon as more promiſing than. 
that whichis like to be proſpered by 
Grace, as'tis deviſed by Omaiſcience, 
* Wemay confidently expect Gods ble(- 
5062 5: ſing upon his own Inſtitutions, fincewe 
"* know, that whatſoever we ask accordin 
to the will of God, he will giveit us, an 
we can ſcarce ask any thing more agree- 
able to the will of God,than thecom- © 
petent underſtanding of that Book , 
wherein his Will is contained, 
The Difficulty ought not to deter us 
© from the duty of ſearching the Scti- 
Wn ptures., the difficulteſt commands. of 
"ms God being aWarrant to a Believers con- 
fidence of being enabled Acceptably 
(though not exaQly) to abey them; 
which St, Peter ſeems ro have known 
well inthe Theory, though he failedin _! 
rhe Paftice, when to be enabled to 1 
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I know, that becauſe. of the Tnter- i 
mixture of ſome Obſcurer Texts of - 
Scripture with che Clear ones, there are | of 
divers well-meaning, and cven deyout P. 

perſons : 
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nous ; ſo will the Scripture , for all irs 
Obſcarer paſſages, afford the Chriſtian _ 
and Divine more light than the bright- 
eſt humane Authors: *' + 
To diſpatch, ſince the Scriptore'is 
both a naturally proper, and ao Inſti- 
tatedInftrument to conveigh Revealed 
knowledge to the ſtudies of it; andin_ 
it many Clear plfages may inſtru 
Ordinary capacities ; and it's -Darker 
ones may either recompence more {n- 
quiſitive wits or humble chem 3. I'fe | 
not, why the obſcureneſs of a ſmall -/ 
part of it ſhould'deterr any fort of pious 
perſons from the peruſal of the-whole, 
Pſ.r19. And as the Word of God is termed a 
w[-195- light, fo hath ic this property of whit 
it is called , thar both rhe-plaineſt Ru-" 
ticks may .if they will not wilfully ſhure 
their eyes, by the benefic of its light,ids 
re their ſteps, and the deepeſt Phi- 
loſophers 


Prue, * "the Tpnorat may = When. re- 
| Know! ſedge. -and the. nioſt 
"lean. to- diſcern their 


The ſecond Of eftion.. 

- LOT! now. to. the. ſecond 
* Objoftion, againſt the Siyle-of Scri- 
 , Pure: ,The ſeemingly Di jointed Me- 
thod..of that Book is by many mach 

-. Cavilled at 3/ to; which, were the Sy 
ofal a Truth, I might reply. Thar the 
ok. of Grace doth bur therein re- 
mble the Book of Nature; .wherein- 
he Stars, (however: Aſtronomers have 
cen pleas'd to form their Conftellari- 
0s): are. not more. Nicely, or Metho- 
aly plac'd than the Paſſages of 
ipture , That where there's nothing - 
* bu Choice Flowers, in what; Order ſo- 
_everyou find them, they will-make a 
g00d: Poſie: That it became not the 
Majeſty of God to ſuffer himſelf ro be 

© ferrer'd-ro Humane:Laws of Method , 
-- Which, devis'd onely for your own Nar- 
row, and Low Conceptions, "= 
ome- 


_ onely becauſe the Half-Croy 
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ous to his, who may well ſay ( 


in the Propher) that his Thoughts are 4 


fo far from 'being'ours, 'thar, 4s"#he 3 


Heawens are (higher than the Eath s 


fo art his Thoughts bightr "thin our. 
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thoughts: That as a mixture-of 'Ams - 


ber-Griece and Musk is. more Redo- 


x, fy - F 


4 


lent than the'S og iagreicnty, 3 on 7 


in Compound Medicines, (as 

date and Treacle )' the mixtere\ gives 
che EleQuaty a higher Vireue than.che 
Sever'd Drugs poſleſf'd; ſo oftentimes 
in Morality and Divinity , a Compli- 


cation of Precept and" Example.” of - ! 


Rherorick and Myſtery, may Operate 


* 


better than rheir Diſtnion would- 


And ſure we thoald' Judge that 'Man 
a very 'Captious Creature, thar ſhould 
take Exception at a- Profer'd | ſum, 


% 5 
= 
* 


lings,and Six-pences, were not ſorted in 
Diſtin& Heaps, bur huddled into One. 


rted in _ 


This, I ſay, with much more, might be. - 


+ repreſented, were the Scriprture-Se-- 


ries as Deſtirute' of- Method, as pre- 


tended, Bur the Truth is, thartheMe- 


thod, though it bei nor: Pedantically. 


off $4 
og . 


Nice, is Proper and Excellent,” (if the 


| > 


Goodnelsof a Method be to be jndg'd, 


EZ 


leſs ythe'Or Jer of chns Sections, tha "Ws 
' its. being in Order "to: the Author's | 
Fd) and never ſwerv'd from bur up- 
\{ on (ufficientGround, or for ſome My- 
4 - ſterious Purpole -- the: Laws of Order 
| F in.the Scripture being rarely dectin d, 

_ bur, as the Laws of Nature ate in the 
World , for Man's Inſtruction... - The 
- Hiſtorical Diſlocations have their 
hints Reaſons, and, for the moſt 
part , are accompred for by Judicious 
Expoſitors; and as for the frequenc- 
(and ſometimes long) Digrefſions, ex- 
cepted- againſt in' the” Epiſtles of 
'St, Payl, were hea bare Humane Wri- - *- 
-&7> Lſhould offibly attribute his fre- 

- quent Excutfions to his Fulneſs upon 

 AllSubjeds, nor-his Want of Skill co 

_ Profectite any. ones and compare his 

| Pen Hove chal gun Pre nt Rare 
bh never lo well Managed, will 3 
| Sought Terre out on this, _ char fide FF 
of the Path, nogout of Undiſciplined- o 
neſs, burpurely; our of Mettle: Bur 
looking upon St. Pax! under another 
\ Noxion, I ſhall rather chooſe ro cell 
4 You, that as, Riyers are ſaid. co.run to- 
3 {1 [- e Sea,though oftentimesthe Interpo- 
 Hrion. of hard,, or rifing-Grounds, or 
 Siher Obſtacles, farce them to ſuch 
£18 G Roa wind: 
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= yo Ang Te they ſeem £0 - 
g Mon the Ocean they tend ro; _ 
which nevertheleſs with encreaſed 
Screams they afterwards bend again 
their intermitred Coutſe to , —_ 
water'd -and fertiliz'd by their Pa 

ſage the Grounds through which they 
ſeem'd- to wander: ' fo-opr Apoſtle, 

though he dire& his Courſe to his * 
Main Scope,. may not onely without - 
Declining it, bur in Order to ir, (for 
in ſome Caſes the Wiſdome of the 
Proverb will inform us, that the Long- 
eſt way about is the neareſt Way 
Home) feem for a while to abandon 
ic, by fetching a compals to Anſwer 
ſome Obvious,or Anticipate ſome Ta+ 
cix Objeftion , and afterwards more | 
Proſperovſly reſurne his former Coh- - 
fiderations\ now Sttengthen'd by the 
Defeat of the interpoſing Seruples,ha- 
ving by the: By happily Tiuftrared and © 
Enrich'd thoſe Subjets, which his In- 
cidental” Excurfion$2led him» Occafio- 
nally to handle. T-muſt add, that'in 
St. Paul's: a$in the teſt of the Inſpired. | 
Writings, the meer Want of Heeding 
the Holy Ghoſt's wiy of 'Writing 

makes the 'Method appear, ro/us at's _ 
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* Ordet 1 f 'Time is. Vn oma , Thoſk 
: Glas PONTA | and Eartyoods 3 and 


*fuch Diſlocations,, are us'd oftentimes 
'only to. comply with the Connexion 
. of the Matter 3 and either diſpatch all 
'thar belongs' co the ſamelong. Narra- 
tive at once , 'orelſe to join i Paſſages 
Ally'd in fone other Circumſtance; 
_ though Sever in thac of Times and 
| ſometimes too, things are inſerted which 
/ do. not readily ſeem pertinenc to the 
Series of .the Diſcourſe , but are Ex- 
tremely ſo *ro ſome Scope of the Au- 
'thor, _ afford much Light and Ex- 
cellent ats to the Reader.  Sorne- 
_rimes thee oherence, where it appears 

_ 'DefeRive, .may be very well made out . 
by rendring Hebrew Verbs (and ſome 
Greek Aoniſts)- in a PreterpluperfeR 
Senſe inſtead of a Perfect; or by ſome 
ck x other Grammatical Variation of 
theWords, as all thatunderſtand He- 
bbw well, know to be allow'd by the 
'Propriety.. of that Tongue , which 


ignores divers Moods and T enſes, 6, 


of : our.” "Weſtern Langurges. ' Some» 
times that which ſeems Incoherentto a 
Diſcourſe, ſerves really to | prevenca 
reſeen (chough ta net _ 


- 


Obvigus ) "Probability of 'M ſapplica- ©; 
tion of/it.; and ſo muſt not be Judg d 
Impetrtinent.to a. Dotine , whicts it q 
binders from being either ſcrupled at -1 
_— _ .orabuſed. Sometimes the Prophets,in 
the midſt. of the Mention of bom oa 
Mercies. Promi'sd co,.. or Judgments 
Denounc'd againſt the People of God, 
Sally out. into \ Pathetical Excurſionsre- 
lating to'the Mefſias , which ſeem ex- 
rremely Abrupt: and Incoherent with 
the reſt, to them that conſider not how- * 
ſeaſonable the mention of Chrift, may | 
be,both in that of the Mercies of God, 
of which he is the Foundation and'Pi- - 
nacle, the Ground and Conſummation, 
(and the Promiſe made of him, caught | 
Rem, 8. the Faithful to reaſon thus with his - 
- "verſe 32. Apoſtle, He that ſpared not his own 
" a, but delivered bim n + far us all, 
how ſhall be not, with hi alſo free- 
ly. give | us all things d) and with the | 
Threats of the Judgments of God, in | 
ay; 13. -which hewas his People's Grand Con- ; 
2 Pet.xi ſolation, - Sometimes: 5 Mioxn©, The 1 
1%. Teacher, that Biſhop of onr Souls, who | 
2, "3* was.in the-Soupreme. Degree of Perfe- i 
ftion:whichSt,. Paul, required" of a Bi- | 
ſhop, :d*nz5 both Fit and Forward |} 
ro > Teach, takes a Riſe from any Javi- | 
4s | ration, 


PI 
” 'F: 3 
© 
; ſe, 2-1 nn & o 
4 Wo ri 


; thoas Ty belo 
Re. ve. furt er Inſtructions, 


_ and intervening' Theme 3 which, bows 
ever itrelaredto fiis Matter, ſvited Ve- 
Ty" well- with his merciful inclinations: 
ro inſtru dithm Mortals, Sometimes, 
nay” oftentimes;-the'Taſpir'd Difcour- 
ſers ſeem to ſay things not onely Inco- 
herenr, but ContradiQorys {as is very 
_ remarkable-in divers of Sr. Panl's Epi- 
files, where he ſeems to praiſe-anddiſ- 
praiſe the ſame Perſons) whereas ad- 
drefling themſclves ro Mixt Afſem- 
blies, wherein (as Noah and Hamin the 
Ark, and the Tares and the Wheat. in 
Agro "Dominico) there were both Good 
and Bad Men, >Hereticks , eſpecially 


'Gnoſticks, and Orthodox Chriſtians, : 
they only (0 wiſely diſpens'd and:tem-. 
Ry their Diſcourſe, that both theſe - 


rts of Perſons might find ſomething 


in what was in general terms: deli--. 
vered, to appropriate to- themſelves in 
parricular ; which Application was fie- .. 


ceſſarily left to their own Conſciences 


ro make.” (Sometimes the Order-454n - 


Scripture 


eh diſturb'd'or injur'd by 
ns Gan 


G 3 | TEN 


— 


'D a Hon. or b:. ; ' 
*&y ro! Ks own 


by digreſſing a little: to that occafional 


or 3 os of a_Pa- + 


in heOrigina Gr xf4 ones ,' (emu cg - 
liſhers'-of the ſeveral Editions of 'the 
Bible, have plac'd Parentheſes as they | 
have judg'd moſt convenient ; ſome in+, 
cluding in them-whar others leave our, | 
of themy and ſome making long ones, 
where others make none at all 3 and. 
pro none of them- baving been ſo 
Ppy, as to leaveno Room foriAltera- 
tions, that may deſerve the Title. of. 
CorreQions and Amendments, .. And: 
ſometimes too , the ſeeming Immerho-. 
dicalnefſs of the New Teftamene (not- 
to determine any thing of the Anti- 
uity , (which is certainly Great). and 
the Authority of the Accents, and Par-. 
tition of the Old Teſtament, (becauſe 
amongſt very able Criticks Adbuc ſub 
Fudice lis eff) is due tothe paconye-, 
nient Diſtinction of Chapters and Ver- 
ſes. now-in uſe; which though it bea 
very great Help to the Memory, and; 
be. ſome other-ways ſerviceable 3 yer 
being of no Greater Antiquity than - 
its Contriver, Stephanns, wee 00g | 
(though now of General- 
Private Anthoricy , and by; 
bpin-baſte; jt will be perh! 


\ 
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ſometimes Seve! dm 0 ye Thoata EY 
iv berg lete Neo: and United o© — b: 
JI thers + which more" conveniently he 4 
| | might have Sever'd,and that his Lucky 
Attempt ought not- to lay any Re- 
firaint upon other Learned Men, from 
making uſe of rhe ſame Liberty he took. 
in alcering the. former Partitions (for 
of them I ſpeak,nor of the PunQation) 
of the New Teſtament ..in altering. 


his Alterations, to the beſt Advantage : 
of the Senſe Or. Method, The Anily- | * 4 


tical Works of ſome ( both s could 

' ſay Many (Judicious Expoſitors and 

© Divines upontheScripcure, may ſath- 
ciently—maaifeſt its being generally 

1 reducible enough to' a Perſpicuous 
#- Order; and that it conforms to. the 
| Known Laws of Method , where its 
' Diviner one doth not cranſcend them, 

And it were not impoſlible for -me to 

give diyers Inſtances to Manifeſt, that 

| as the North-ſtar, though it be leſs 
5 luminous than many others, yet, by 
| reaſon of-its Policion., doth better 

guide the Pilot, ' than ev'athe Moon 
3 her ſelf: 'fo- are there ſome Texts in 

| Woes which though leſs Coaſpi- 
I G 4 cuous 


- £0 


—y; s'? FE / 6d «T7 », Ln "45, * 
+7 # Fu } o7 p- - : 4 b f - E& me 
w- wm Foy > 7 y * _ * ;, - 5 w SD. b I's, 
\6ir Relation to #Contexr, more: 
Her 10Nn to IUCeXxt, More tn- 
it 


ucive than other more 'Radiatit 


Paſſages, to which "Theſe would be 4 


much inferiour ; © if they 'were not'as 1 
well conſiderablefor their being There, 
as ſuch, | wo 


The third 0bje&ion. 


Ally'd to their Objedtion , who 
find faule with the Scripture for being 
Immethodical, is theirs, who would 
fainperſwage us, that it is ſeldom Co- 
herent , and ſcarce any where Diſcur- 
five, And T have obſerv'd,with trou- 
ble,--that ev*n ſome Pious Readets are 
e:fily tempted to look upon the Bible 
as barely a Repoſitory of Sentences 
and Clauſes, where Divine Truths 
lie Hudd1'd,and not Rang'd,and are too 
ready to apply, to its Texts, the Title - 
Nero gave Senecd's ſtyle, of Arena fine 
calce, Whereas an InteVigent and 
Atcentive Peruſer may cleerly enough 
difcern,both that the Prophets and A- 
poſtles do make frequent DeduQions 
and Inferences , and that their Argu- 
. ments, thongh not caſt into Mood and 
Figure, axe oftentimes as cogent as 
ns theirs, 


COPE the 9th g bn EVE} Kok oe. ES. We bel CE To de Pe 8259p, 
£ SB it gk : DE: Poo or an 
PI. 


WD | "© 

5 oa. "a5 

y Fo 

Was 0 Js Fg 4 TOE FA FM Ec : 
* C * 2 4 . . 5 » t i . a, d, A a 74 
; : 4 ON 4 [4 : 

T 2 & # , 

& 5; 7 / 6 - E 

"d Dis g ws ode ; / 

WE [os - 

ry 1 T - 


; | — + 2 : Bs "2g "I "%e i £& WP 5 
- oF Fa Ip oy . w 
Ss F Jn & © #1 
3 '* Bois 
: . 
ba 4 


ſelf with both thoſe Authors, and y 


Þ ; 
methinks, Sr, Pas! Reaſons as Soligly, 

J] and as Acutely, as Arift a ec ce; 
1 trainly according to Davi#'s Logick, - 

1 | (He that planted the Ear \ſhall he nos *1®: 9% 
Lear ? He that fram'd the Eye ſhall he not © 
ſee? He that teacheth Man Knowledge. 

1 ſhall not he know? ) the Firſt and 

Grand Author of Reaſon ſhould as 

well know, how to manage and diſ- | 
- cloſe that Faculey', as they that poſ- 
ſeſs it..but by Participation, and gli- 
ſter ſo but with ſome few condeſcends- 
73 ing Beams, vouchſaf'd by that brig{&* | 
F Sun,whois indeed the Father of Lights, Fan. 2: 
from whicheach Good and Perfe® Gift © 
deſcends. But on this occaſion to point 
_ ata fewParticulars, I confider, 
x, That ſome Ratiocinations of ' 

_ Scriptures remain undiſcern'd or -miſ- os 
und&ſtood, becanfſe of our unacquain- | 

| recneſs with the Figurative, and (of- 
rentimes) Abrupt way of Arguing, u- wp 
ſua] amongſt the Eaſtern People, who . — 
in their Arguments us'd to leave much Y 
to the Diſcretion and ColleRtion of 
thoſe they deale with; and diſcourg'd at 

a wide «diſtance--from- the -Logical -_ 

Se | Forms 
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Perſons rye in ahele Wrirings SY x” 
bur be nororious, + 4 
2. Thar the ſeeming PS SB, 1 
of many Ratiocinations proceeds pure» ! 
ly from the miſ-rendring of the Origi- 
nal Patricles, eſpecially of the Hebrew 
Conjuntion Copulative Yas, or Y af; 
( as *tis diverſly pronounc'd -by the 
: Fews , of whom I ſhall here advertiſe 
you once for all, rhat they havecon- 
teſt ro me, they differ in pronouncing 
Hebrew, not only from che Chriſtians, 
but exceedingly from one another) for 
There is hardly any of thoſe Particles 
=: hath not beſides the Obvious, Va- 
*: fignifications, of which, if that 
C, were skiltully and freely in every Text 
= rakenup, that would thereafford the 
= Beſt Senſe, the Seripture would,T am 
confident, appear much more Coherent 
and Argumentative than Tranſlations 
or Expofitors are. wont to make it: 
5 and though I did bur conſider how ma- 
£J ny thouſand times the Particle Yaf is 
3 uſed.in the Scriptare, and that it Fi 
not , Onely (though it do Primarily) 
fignifie AND, bur hath alſo (I ſpeak 
within Compaſs) four or five. and 
onry! other fig gnificationn (as Thar. 
Bur, 
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rendring it , where the 
is 'the Exigency or Conyeniency of the 
Rendting 


(like Seneca's) a tacit kind of Dialogne, 
That is unskilfally by Readers, and even 


' Interpreters, taken for an Argument or- 
, an Afſertion, -which is indeed an Obje- 


Cion: and char ſuch a Miſtake muſt 
mightily Diſcompoſe the Contexture 
of- a Diſcourſe, even 3 raw Logician 
need not to-be told, 


' .. 4+ Thatthe Omiffion or Miſplacing. . 
of Parenthefes (whichthe Hebrew Text - 
alcogether wanting, Interpreters have . 


ſupply'd and us'd at their own: Diſcre- 
tion) makes the Scripture ofcentimes 
appear leſs Diſcurfhve , as.. well. as 
(whay we elſewhere comp! ain of) leſs 
Metho» 


and 5 534 Senſe WS vives. ir ax | 
great Diverſity of Acceprions 3 ; Ican- 
not- bur: think that if we alwayes .al- 
low'd our- ſelves an equal: freedome in: 
ptive (which 


the ſamezthe dexterous uſe and 
of that one Particle, would. 
make no {mall Number of Texts both 
better Underſtood, and more Eſteem'd. 
.3- Thar: ſometimes (eſpecially in 
Solomon's and St. Pazl's Writings) in 
many Paſſages (0 penn'd as t@ contain. 


Hig cg oct be: rea > For | 
x whether it be true or no what the Cri- | 
| _ rickseſteems,thatin the Original Greek * 
22 Copies of the New Teſtament there | 
were no. ſuch Points (as indeed Thaye * 
found them wanting in the Ancienteſt 
Manuſcripts I have ſeen) *cis certain, * 
that in our Modern Copies, both Greek = 
and Tranſlated, the Authors of ſeveral 
Editions have variouſly plac'd them as 
themſelves thought fit :andthough in- 
ſtead of rhe Iaterrogative Poinc, the 
Hebrews make uſe of their i interrgga- 
tive He ;* yet that the Senſe- of: the 
Words, anda certain ſuppoſed Modyu- 
lation, dooftentimes makean Interro- 
gation where that He is wanting, an 
Hebrician cn ſcarcely ignore, no more 
than a Logician, that the Interrogation 
is not alwaves ſupply'd cothe beſt Ad-_ 
vantage of the Scriptures Logick, * 
b-. 5. Thar the Apoſtles and other In- 
| FY ſpir 'd Diſcourſers in the Bible, divers 
times uſe Arguments, not to Convince 
Oppoſers ,. but _to Confirm Believers, 
For the Perfons they reaſon with, be- _ 
ing ſuch, oftentimes, as Eſteem them Fo $8 
- Teachers ſent from God , upon whoſe - | 
3 ſcore all ry Teach exits Belief, they 
W- r- | may 


7? eh Sky DN ion E: Princt- 
ples of it, and perſwaded of their In- 
regrity , Sufficiency , and Authority , 


that 'rtwould be improper ro-urge a- 
eainſt a Refraftory Disbeliever , that is 


..convinc'd of. none'of theſe, * And as 


Maſters often uſe in inſtructing their 


'Scholars, Arguments they would for- 
bear to infiſt on againſt a Profels'd 


Antagoniſt: ſo the Apoſtles dealing 
with choſe that rhought them Inſpir'd 


| Teachers, and fully inſtructed in the. 


Myſteries of Scripture, and the De- 
fign'd -Diſpenſations of God, might 
Juſtly draw Inferences not to be urg'd 
againſt an Infidel, from 'a Dotrine 
firſt delivered by themſelves, or from a 
Text or Pafſzge wherein choſe they 
reaſon'd with juſtly ſuppos'd they mighc 
know more of the. Mind and Counſel 
of God'than other Men $- and- would 


teach Nothing as Such that was not ſo,” 


6. That Arguments Exquilftre,and (as 
Artiſts term chem) ApodiRticat,' had 
-been | oftentimes leſs Proper in” Diſ- 
courſes; which being Addreſt.to Popu- 


- lar-Auditories , requir'd rather Popu- 
lar Arm 5 which the Inſpir'd Dif - 


= cout» 


\* 
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fiderd z bur it's proportion to their 


+ Spirits 'tis addres'd to, and it's aptitude 


to Work upon, them, For as a Spider 
will catch Flies better than an Hawk 
can,as a Cat 1s more fit to deſtioy Mice 
than a Grey-hound, though this .be 
ſtronger and ſwifrer , and as the Crow- 
ing of a Cock will (according to fa- 
mous Naturaliſts) ſooner frighta Lion 
than. the Bellowing of a Bull, though 
the latter be much the more retrifying 
Noiſe, and proceed from the more. for- 
midable Animal: ſo oftentimes weaker 
and Popular Arguments, ſucceed bet- 
rer with reſembling Auditory, 'than 


the I refragable Syllogiſms. 


7, That divers Scripture Arguments 
do. not Logically and Cogently prove 
the Thing they would perſwade,meer- 
ly becauſe they were meant. only for. 
what Logicians call Arguments ad Ho- 


mincy; (Reaſonings defigned 'not'fo 
properly to Demonſtrate the Opinion 


they 


- ſtactedly co oo 290 ) convites Or | 
- the. Truthof that Opinion, the Perſons 
_ they; are addteſs'd to)- and conſequent= Ft 
ly; the Toſpir'd Difcourſers arguing # 
Conceſſes, from Principles conceded and 
'Conte(s'd by thoſe they reaſon with, 
though the Principles ſhould be anfo- 
lid \.the Ratiocination is not. 'Thus 
there aredivers Texts of the Old Te- 
tament apply'd co:Chriſt in the New, 
which though they did not now inevi- 
tably. conclude | againſt the Pheſent 
Fews , were without any Illogicalneſs 
S <cmploy'd againſt cheir Anceſtors, be- 
T. cauſe then the Relation of thoſe Paſſa- 
| es:to the Mefſias was ſo acknow- 
Tedg'd, that there needed bur: the Per- 
tinent Applicatioris: made of them in 
the New Teſtament 3 whereas the Re- 
 fratorineſs of the Succeeding Fews, 
ach: ranghe chem co deviſe ſo many. 
- Sophiſtical Evafions toeludethe Texts 
we ſpeak of, thar they now. Diſpuce 
notonly the Application of them; 'bur 
the Explication too. St, Fwuale argues 
| — the Rodomonts of his-Time, out 
of the'Story of the Arch-Angels' and 
gp s Conceſt about the Body of 
ſes: and though perhaps that Story 


4. 
> {I F 
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nal in him to urge them with it, and : 
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ſeems nor improbable_it was taken)? 
ſomewhat Apocryphal , yer as long as 


they Reverenc'd ir, it was not Irratio- 


employ it to the Redargution of their F 
Inſolegce. And as-although there be | 
nothing leſs ſolid, and-more fickle 
than the Wind , yet the $kilful Pilot-1 
diligently obſerves it, and makes it | 
drive on his Ship more forcibly; than 1 
the Powerfulleſt and beſt contriv'd En-+ | 
gins.in the World could: fo though 
chere beſcarce any thing more ground- | 
leſs and unſtable than Popular. Opi- / 
nions- and Perſwafions, yet a Wile | 
Teacher negle&s them not, and may | 
ſometimes make ſuch uſe of them,” as 1 
to draw therice Arguments more-Opes- | 
rative than the accurateſt Syllogilms ? 
Logick could deviſe, And indeed the ! 


moſt. convincing Proofs of Afſerrions ' 


being ever affarded by the Medinims | 
wherein both parties agree, not only / 
Socrates in Plato's Dialogues, burdexs | 
tcrous Difcourſers generally have ofs ? 
ten” elected the drawing of Idferences | 
from the Opinions .and Conceſſions of / 
thoſe they dealc with, as the moſt per- | 
ſwaſive and ſucceſsful.way of Arguing, 
Toall which Iſhall add, 8. Thar } 


' the Rea onings alas Peer of- 
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rentimes che Reaſonableneſs and true 
SenſeJofScripture Texts,is, the Shineſs 
of Divines toilet the Context and the 


JF Speakers Scope, regulate their choice, 


ſtallthe Various,. chough not e- 


'qually Obvious lignifications of Ambiz 


nous Words and Phraſes.'Tisnot thac 
as far 35 I have obſerved) Men almoſt 


b- all Religions are not wont to make 


bold with (and perhaps for a need to 


Strain or Wreſt) Phraſes and Words of 


Sctipture , whe the giving them leſs 
uſual Notions: may fit them to ſerve 


their turns + bur the Miſchief is, thar 
they decline the Commoneſt Accepti- 


ons; but to make the Texts they quir 
them i in , Symphonize with their Te- 
nents , not wich: their neighbouring - 
Texrs, Twere methinks Impartialler,if 

the frequenter Imparrialler ofanExpreſ- 
fion to be way'd (as oftentimes ir 


- muſt) -for; one leſs Current, to dothis 
to make-the, Scripture Coherent or 


Diſcurfive : - and then ,-.for our Ops. 


nions., rather ro: conform them tothe 


Senſe of the Scriprure, than wreſt the 
Words of Scripture to Them. Bury r= 
= aps 
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this Ln Gahity Sonttk ence'too.; 
hap of lporig wo Controverk &S.' 
(by ſhewipg ſome to be Groundleſs 
and -others:undeterm inable) tobe like. i 
ly to take place in the heated Spirits of | ; 
men; ſome of whom, 'I fear,. whileft! 
their Fewds and Fiercenefs laſt, would - : 
be willinger to havethe Texts of Scris. 
pture looſe ſtones,which they may-more 
eaſily throw at their Adverfaries, thay. 4 
Builc up into a Structure, wherein they | 
muſt loſe that convenience (it veing 
difhcult to pluck ſtones our of a B 1 
ing) though Reaſon ber ſelf were the 1 
Archite@. j 
Bur to leave theſe e er difpuiants. F 
to their Animoſities "_ ſhall again”? 
repeat, that' rhe Bible loſes: _ by 
not being confider'd as a Syſteme, For. | 
though many other Baoks-are compay 
rable tro Cloath, in which by .a ſmall ! 
Patrern we may ſafely: judge of the | 
whole piece 3 yet the Bible is like a 4 
fair Suit of+ 4rras, of which though 2 .| 
Shread may aſſure you of the figeneſs 
of He we ng and Richnels of the | 
Nuff, yet the Hangings never: appear 
to their true A Kuriwhen they. 
are d:fplay'd to ther full Diplo; oil 
and feen together, 7:00 Le 
Theſe 3 


lf of: theScn care, 


who'will needs Cenfure' ir: xein Colle- 


Rion; not to ſay/a Heap of Jinmerho! 
dicab-and Incoberenc Paſſages, But 
ke you ſhould fuſpe&! me. of: Partia+, 
jiry,tthould Ingenioufly confeſs to you, 
tharctidre-are fome' things in the-Oc= 
conomy of Scripture',: that do ſome- 
what Diftreſs my Reaſon ro! find a Sa- 
risfaQory accompt of 3' and tha there 
are Fury few things wherein my. Curi- 

1s. mote concernd , and would 
more” welcom 4 Reſolution in. But 
when 1 remember how many things 
F once: thought Incoherenc, in which 
| I'now'think I diſcern a Cloſe (though 
{ Mytick) Connection; ' when I refle 
on'the Author and the Ends of the 
 Scriprure , and when I allow: wy ſelf 
'to'' imagine how exquifice a Symime- 
try (though as yet undiſcern'd by me) 
Omniſcience Doth, and Afrer- Ages, 
' (probably) Will diſcover i in the Scri- 
ture's Method , in ſpite of thoſe ſeem- 


img Diſcompoſures that now puzzle 


me; when Ithink opon all this; ay, 
F-think ir juſt ro check my forward 
houghrs, chat would eicher preſume 
4 H 2 [0 


- 


ſcience, -Or peremptorily jadgect: the 1 . 
Ficneſs- 'of: Means + to Ends unknown © 
 and-am- reduc'd to chink that Oecono= | 


wy the Wiſeſt ,* that-is choſen by-a |} 
Wiſdom o. boundleſs, that it ko At... 
once Survayall Expedients, and ſo Un- F 
byaſs'd, that+it hath-+no' intereſt £0 * 
chooſe'any , but for:ic's being Firreſt.: | 
I ſhall annex, that: think thoſe-muſt 
derogate hugely -fromy the Scripture , | 
who: onely. conſider the Senſe of the | 
Particular SeRions,or ev'n Books of it; | 
for I conceive,that (as.in a lovely:Face, \} 
though: the Eye, the Noſe, the Lips; / 
and: the other Pares. fi ingly look'd-on ? 
may beger Delighrtand deſerve Praiſes -7 
yet: the whole -Bace- muſt neceffarily | 
loſe much by not: being fcen Alt roge- ? 
therz ſo) though'the ſever'd Leaves ] 
and \ Portions of Scripture do :Irrela- 7 
tively,and inthemſelves, ſufficiently-be- 
tray and' evidence: their- own: Heaven- !? 
ly ExcraQtion; yet hethar ſhall artcen- 7? 
tively Survay that whole Body of Ca- | 
nonical. Writings we: now callithe Bi- } 
ble-, and ſhall-judiciouſly in their $y- Þ 
ſteind- .compare and- [confer thent 'to 
each other , may (diſcern -uponi the *? 
whole Matter , ſoadmirable aContex- | 
cure 3} 


World. The Books:of Scripture ilſ- 
ſtrate-and expound_each other 3- Gene- 


ow and the Apocalypſe are in ſome things | 
zrocal Commentaries ; (as in Tri- | 


eediheery the Diſtanteſt fide and An- 
gle uſe beſt to help ns to the Know- 


ledge oneof ch' other ; 5) and as inthe 


Mariners Compaſs, the Nedle's ex- 
tremity,: though'it ſeem to point put» 
poſely but at the North , dorh yetat 
the ſame time diſcover both Eaſt and 
Weſt ,” as diſtant as they are from it, 
. and from eachother; ſo do ſome Texts 
| - Scri a yr ovide ns to the Tntelli- 


others, from which they are 


rdlely diſtant in'the Bible, and ſeem ſo 
in the Senfe. *'Tis as High as Pious a 


$atisfa&ion ro obſerve how the Sacred. 


Pen-men ſupply. each othets Omiſſi- 
ons (as is very obſeryable in the four 
Evangeliſt's mention of the Genealq- 
gy of Chriſt,) according to Gods De- 


grees and Seaſons in diſpenſing the: 
Knowledge of his Truths and Myſte- 


ig the ſeveral Ages' of the Charch: ; 
(ta 
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liſt , not co ſtick ro Confeſs to you , 
Theophilus , that I read/the Bible and ' 
the . Learnedſt. Expoſitors on it, with * | 
ſomewhat Particular ' Aims. and Difſ-_ 
poſitions, For befides, that I come-nor 
ro. them with a crowd of Articles 
which I am there reſolved co fiad or | 
make Arguments.to defend, with'the | 
Oyerthrow of all Antagoniſts, eſteem- 
Ing it leſs fafe to:carry my Opinions - 


' to the Scriptures.. than to take them 


up There; beſides this, I ſay, though I 
negle& not choſe clear Paſſages or Ar- 1 
guments that may eſtabliſh che Do-  : 
Arine of that Church I moſt adhere ! 
to, yer am Imych leſs buſged; and a 
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domof. God , Which even the Angels 
learn: by the Church, . Theſe are, I 
confeſs ,. the Things (as to ſpecula- 
tive Divinicy) that I Gladlieſt meer 
with, and take the heedfulleſt, Notice 
of ,\. in the-Writings of Divines, of 
whatſoever Religion, that owns the 
Scripture: (for in this I am almoſt e- 


qually eragified by the abler Expoſitors , 
of all diſſencing Sefts) for I can, ſcarce. 
think any Pains miſpenc , that brings - 
Tae in ſolid Evidences of that Great _ 
+Iruth, That the Scripture is the'Word —_— 


t , K... 


Fuadamental ; all other Articles gene- 
, rally thoughtſo, being,if Truths,ber- 
ter deducible from chis one, than This Y. 
. from any of Them, AndT uſe the F 
Scripture, not as an Arſena}, to be re- 
ſorted ro onely for Arms: and Wea- 
Pons to'defend this Party, ordefeat irs 
Enemies, but asa Matchleſs Tem- 
ple, wherel delight to Be, to —_— 
_ Platethe Beauty,che Symmetry,and th 
Magnſicence of the Structure, and to. - 
Encreaſe my Awe, and Excite my De- | 
. yorionto the Deity there Preached and 
 Ador'd,. | i ap 4 


, The fourth 06j e010}, | SY 


EY of Texis - The Apoſtle of the Gentiles Teach- 
F- Iv impez.. 10g US that the 79/hole Scripture (for ſo 
tinent or TI ſhould rather Engliſh the Ita: Ve90h 3 
Welch, becauſe there follows) iS 9:6714w50- Di- 
vincly inſpir d, and is Profitable for Do- 
arine,for Convittion, for Correfion.for * 
InftruGion in. Righteouſneſs 3 That the | 
> Tim. ;, M47 of God may be perfett', thorowly | 
15216 furniſhed unto all Good Works : and the * 
Apoſtle of the Circumciſion affuring + 
Pet. 23. 1 0s, that, Prophecy came not inoldtin, 
"dy the Willof Man, but Holy Men of 
| ao Go 
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11) Chop 5 we. ate noe to'ba 


thar'(s Divine an Enditer, by Secre= 


riries ; moſt of them Conſpicuous 'by 


"the Gifts of Prophecy or Miracles, 
woul# ſolemnly publiſh co the World 
4nd*for his ' Church, -any-thing that 
-ought indeed tobe accounted Imperti- 
nent” or-'Uletelſs:' * And: yer of . theſe 


Quilities, ſome Perſons, more Bold, 


than' Learned and” 'Confiderate;” are 
pleas'd'to impeach many Paſlages of 
Scripture, But truly that God who 
was ſo Preciſely Exa@, inthe Dimen- 
 Nons, Proportions," and all other Cur» 


cumſtancesof che 'Antienc Tabernacle, . 


though it wete buta Tipical and 'Tem- 
-porary ScruQture, ought to be ſuppos'd 
at leaſt as careful'to let nothing Super- 


.Y  flous intrude into thoſe Volumes , 


which being conſfign'd to the Church 
for the perperual Uſe and Inſtruction 
of 'it,, muſt containnothing uncondu- 


cive to thoſe Deſigns; the leaſt Text 


init being as contributory rothe Com- 
pleating of the Bible , as every:Loop 
or” Pin"was to the Perfection of the 
Fabernacle.. God, -by ſo Great: a 


our* Capacities and Memories ,' as. the 


my py 
@ 
ive 


Condeſcenſion 'to +the Weakneſs of 


with» 


; 
«$5300 


-- 


—_ Fer reg _= fo. any, -þ 
the Oracles and Miracles of our;Sawi- 
_ 8%; and by ſo ſtrangely Preſerving 
the whole Scripture,(for the Books pre- 
tended to: be loft, though iis by 
never ſo Holy Men , are either.in que 
Bibles extant under other Names, ./ar 
cannot be Demonſtrated to have..e- 
ver been Canonical; that is, earruft- 
ed with the Church as the Tofalli- 
ble Rule of Faith and Lite) dos, me- 
thinks, abundantly evince his, Deſign 

of Inchafing nothing: there, ,,. that } 
hath-no tendency to his People? s.In- 

ftiuction. | Were / not; my Diſcourſe | 
confin'd by my Occafions. and the fear | 
of Diftrefſing Your Patience.to ſome- | 
what parrowlimics,..I could eafily:by _ | 
ſeveral Inſtances-of Texts, ſeemingly 
Liſeleſs , ſhew bow : -wuch men have 
been miſtaken in-imagining chem:ſach. 
Many Paflages that at the firſt or ſecond 
| Reading I could find nor Guels.no 
Uſes of, at the Third or Fourth-I'have 


diſcover 'd ſo pregaant.in. them, that T W” 


almoſt equally -admir'd. the. Richneſs 1 
of thoſe Texts,and my not.Diſceraing 
it ſooner. A Superficial and Curſory 3 
Cm— preſents us: many. — as ; 

rivial 


Moron. Andof ſo prtchma's Chin Ont: 
lity is che Knowledge of Sctipcure;that 

- np-one Partiof ;ic ought to:brieſteemed 
Uſeleſs; it it may-bur factiicate or tm \ 

Prove the Underſtanding ot any other: 

Divine, Truths: being.of thar Waertth,, - 

| boat the: Knowledge and Acquiſt'of a _ 

ew. of them, as much: -our-values. 

a greater Knowledge of other Things, - 


as a Jewellers'Skill arid Stocks pre- | 
terr'd-before'a Maſon's..." And I com | 
ider here, that as the Bible was not 


Written for any” one particular Time i, 

or-People ; but: for the:wholeChurch f 
Militant diffus'd' through-- all: Nations 
and Ages5..25 many Paſſages (as thoſe 
oppos d toirhe Zabran's Magical Rites) 
| baveat firſt been neceſſary for the Jews, 
which loſe-the Degree (ar: leaſt) of 
thar quality for us3 for thereare-many 
others very Uſeful, which willnorper- | 
haps be- fonnd ſo theſe many Ages: |, 
being poſhbly reſerv'd, by the Prop che. DIES 
tick Spirie that Edited them, and =_ 
whoſe: TOnetince: Comptizes” and 

LInices in one. Proſpect all Times and | 
all Events) to quell ſome-futnre. fore+ 
foen 5 meh _ nor pelape 


av 
ve wt ee_ 
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| ſome yet.unformed ©. "th. cor 67 1 | ; nd. : 
ſomeError'that ' hath nor yet a Names -; 
So that all the Parts-of Scripture are | 
uſeful in ſome Ages, and fome in AI, Y 
We read in the Goſpel, that at the firſt 
Inſtitution of- the Euchariſt, *rwas ex- 
preſly ſaid: to the Difciples-concerning 
Mar, is, theSacramental Wine,” Drink ye all of 
27. 3t, whereas uppn the Exhibition of the 
Mark 14. Bread the Particle -4/l is omitted, This 
5 Difference'tislike, the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians marvell'd at, and« diſcerning no, 
Reaſowfor it, 'might be 'tempred to- 
think the Paſſage Uſeleſs or Superflu- 
ous; but we-that livein an Age where- 
in the Cup'is. deny'd -to+mech the 
greater Part-. of the Communicants , 
are invited not onely to Abſolve the 
Recording of this Particularity, butto 
Admire-ic.. The Ceremonial Law, 
with all-its Myſtick Rites (which, like 
the Manger of the Shepkeards., holds 
forth Wrap'd in His - Swathing- 
Luke z Cloaths, the Tnfant Jeſus,) co many 
that beſtow the Reading onit, ſeems 
ſcarce Worth it : | Yer-whar Uſe the 
Apoſtles made of it with the Jewss 
and how. Neceflary.the Knowledge of ' 
it/is' yer to'Us ; in-our IS I 
6 wit 


in'the ." AndlerMe- 

_ tellyou, '7heophilss, chat thoſe 'Funda- 
mental * Gontroverſfies are-boch - more. 
Neceſſary and more: Worthy a: Wiſe- 
mans ſtudy; than moſt of thoſecom-? 
paratively Trifling ones, thatacPreſeac: 
ſo Miſerably, (not ro ſay ſo" Canfe-' 
teſly) Diftratt Chriſtendome. How: 
many Paſſages. of the Prophets by 
Lazy Readers are thought tothaveno:- 0 
Uſe,  which,:as the-'Starre did the we ES <2 
Wiſe Men, -lead the AttentiveConfi- ** ** 2 
derers to Chriſt's 'and: ſo Loudly and. .,:; ++ / 
Harmoniouſly:, together with: Moſe's 

 Fypick Shades, utter thoſe Words of - 
the Baptiſt;Bebold the Lambof God that $0br;ag; 

taketh away the fins of the World,that'l 2 

meet with numerous paſſages -.in the 
| - New Teſtament,ro which 1:cannoct but 
apply what'Sr, Matthew-notes upon his 
Narrative: of- our Saviours: apprehen- 2s. 26: 3 
fion. All rhis-was done':that tbe Seri- © . 
ptures of the Prophets might be fulfilled; ? 1 4 
or. rather now- all this was. ſa done thac WE. 
they were fulfilled ; for ſo-ofteatimes 
the Context. commands us to render $; 
1 thee in theſe Cirations) and which * i 
' | Recall to-my mind the Hiſtory of the. = 
'] Transfigurationg For as ———_— *Y 


att: 17, Ales a+ [Ir img Moſe 6t FT : | 
3-5 ing with jJeſy' Narapth dhcond View 4 
(when: the C  was\with-drawn,' aid 
he: had ſpoken to-then): ſav#hhowve but” | 
JT baly; {fo ſuch Paſtages/as'I-ait | 
peakio r of, in the Law.the'Prophetsy 
and theGofpe, at firſt Survey 'appear | 
very Diſtin& Thin gs,.but.opdn'a ſecond 
Inſpection: and- 'the Acceſs of mdte 
Eight from:an Arrencive- Collation::of' . 
* — they :do:All; avirwere, Vaniſli- 
.ioto Chriſt's: "of whom. ( to uſed 
' Apoſtle's: Terms) -Maſes' in; the Law, : 
| Job.r.55, aud; the (Prophets did Write + and" At+ | 
whom thote Types, and thoſe Predidti- | 
ons pointed, Thoſe Inftances of the 
.\ Old Teſtawenr'. - of the Confus'd-or 
' Diflocared Mention of ' Known Pedi+ 
grces and Sroties , 'were:poſſibly Uſe- 
teis andi; even Tronblefonie: ro'the 
AntienuFews 5; but ſerve* us exrremes 
1y-to. falence the Cavils'of -the Mo1 
' dern- Ouesy\ when they. would Inyalis 
date the New Teſtament's Authoriry'y ' | 
betauſein St, Srever's Narrative, and | 
ome of rhe-Evangeliſt's Genealogie's $3.7 
the Holy Ghoſt" is pteay'd ro employ; 
in the New Teftamenr; 'thar Obſcure _ 
ftraigohe had ofrner us'd\ in 'the Old: : 
wu {are as infultiogly-2s the /* Jens "1 
"ule 7 


| Repay:them in che: ſame Coyn were 
] there no, Common Enemy that might 
1 be Advantag'd by gur Quarrel,-; and 
1 emplay. either's Arguments -.-againſt 
.] boi) And as: there are divers, Pro+ 

4 phigcical Paſſages 'in:the Revelation, 


which we: know 25/lictle the Uſeas 
' ] Meanibgof, . which yec doubcleſly.our 


1 Poſtericy'will nor find Barren ,, when 
| once the Accompliſhment ſball haye 
1 prov'd che Expoſitor of thoſe Predigi- 
pos; whoſe Event will (if ic do nothing 
1 <l(e) atteſt che Omniſcience of their In- 
1 fpirer: ſo poſlibly,, of many Moſaick 
4. Conſticurions, whereof we Chriſtians 
4 find Excellent-uſes ,-,moſt:of the Old 
Jews ſcarce knewany3 a leaſt my Con-. 
{ verſation' with our-Modern -Rabbies,, 
ſhows-we that they , whilſt they,obſti- 
nately; decline , referring them. ro the 
Meſſier, .can ſcarce make any more of 
the: ſnſpir'd and Myfterious Laws of 
] 2feſes5 (Excepttboſe charrelatero-the 
} Zabian' Superſtition; with which too, 
1 moſt of eheir Doctorsare as unacquain- 
| ted+as'ours): than the! Egyptians, or 
| Gymnoſophiſts,-could of their: Sacri- | 
] fices and other Ritual Dovetions'is 
| es 
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WO nary has [ 


ceſſity 6r equal' Uſefulneſs; 


F eſteem -the Church would. loſe as 
much-in che: Prophecy of Nahaum;'as 
that of - 7/4;4b3, or in the Book of Ruth, 
- in the Epiſtle:ro the Romans , or: che 
Goſpel of Fob#:' (as 'the fix'd:Starres 
themſelves,though of the ſameHeav'n; 
are. nor -all of 'che ſame Maghicude 
atid Luſtre )-:Bot:T-:efteem all the con- 
ſtieuent Books of Scripeure, neceſſary 
tothe Canon of ic 7 as Two'Eyes, Two 


are all. neceſfary'to the Body; : with- 
Great ., though not ' of equal: uſeful. 


nels. And pethaps it: might: with- 
out 'ro0-*much' Hyberbole ? þe--faid 


= thac Shine in the Firmament;, . chough 
| there be a Diſparity of Grearneſs - 
Wes compar'd one to another, yet rhey\are 


any thing on: Earth 3 ſo of: the-two + 


though there may be ſome: Diſ; __ 
in 


out divers of which it'may Be, bubinot 
be-ſo perfeCt , 'and. which -are all-of - 


Teſtaments char compoſe che: Bible ; - 


; 


Ears) and the reſtiof the - Members | 


all of them Lucid and Celeſtiat Bodies, - 
and the Leaſt of ' chem far Vaſter than 


chin all #4 ? looks - | 
that Conſticute the Bible;of- equalNe- | 


they's are of Equal Excradtion ; ; or that 4 


CR 


yet farther; char 'as amongſtztheStars | 
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lumes, and ineſtimably out-valying 
any the Earth affords, or Humane Pens 
ere. fracd. And I muſt add, that as 
| Mineraliſts obſerve, that Rich Mines 
are wont tolie Hid in rhofe Grounds , 
whoſe Surface bears no Fruit-Trees, 
(too much malign'd by the Arſenical 
arid . reſembling fames ) nor is well 
ſtor'd with uſeful Platits or Yerdure 5 
(as if God would Endear thoſe Ill 
favour'd Lands by giving them great 
ETIOns :) ſo divers Paflages of Holy 
Nrit, which appear Barren and nn- 
romiſing to our firſt Survyay, and- 
hold not obviouſly forth InftraQions or 
Promiſes, being by a Sedulous Artiſt 
Search'dinto, (and the Original Word 
zevyss US d in that Text of Search rhe 
Scriptures, does properly enough figni- 
. fie theſearching for hid Treafure) af- 
' ford” out of their penetrated Bowels, 
Rich and Precious Myſteries of Divis 
nity. 


es, yet are they - 
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The Fifth objection. © 


The next thing imputed to: the 
Scripture is, - that. it contains many 
things Trivial or Impertinent : And 
*tis not. .mpoſſible,but that ſome things 


this ſort are Diſjointed ſpeeches and 


our Saviours Diſcourſes; in which al- 
ſo we ſometimes read him to have An- 
|" 20a {wer'd, without being ask'd the Que- 
ſtion, . (though that be otherwiſe (al- 
vable by a Critick) and ſometimes to 

have Anſwer'd to a quite other, Que- 

ſtion than that he was ask'd. Bur this 

is not to. be chought an Abſurdity, . but 

an Excellency ifithe Replies of Chriſt; 

who: poſſeſiing the-Prerogative of diſ- 

| cerning Hearts , did Preach after that 
4." crate; His - Oratory. took a - ſhorter 

| Way, than ours can follow it in :. he 
Proſecuted his. deſign by alcering. his 
Diſcourſes z and: wiſely meiſur'd the 

Fitneſs of his Heavenly Sermons, by 

their Relation ro his End , nor his 

Theme. For as he knew his Hearers 

FEhoughts, he addreft.himſelf rothemy 

and 'reaching them in their earlieſt 

| Formation 


may ſeemſo, though they are not: Of ; 


abrupr Tranſitions obſerv:d in many of - 


\. 
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Formation . and as. it were. their firſt © 
ormation , and as. it were, their fir 
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Ctadle, before they had leiſure to 
paſs. into the Tohgue, he not more 
convinc'd his Auditory by Anſweting 
their Thoughts, than by thus Manife- 
ſting thac he Knew them. Of his ſo 


much undervalu'd, Parables, ſome, if os 
not moſt, do (like thoſe Oyſters that bt 
beſides the Meat they afford us, con- i} 


tain Pearls) not only include excel - T-Þ 
lear Moralities, but comprize impor- ff 
tant Prophecies, The Parable of the 
Pr#gnant Grain of Muſter-ſeed that ,,, ... 
ſo ſuddenly grew to ſo large a Plant, ». 1,3: 
was a (now fulfill d) Prediction of the 
Admirably ſwift. progteſs of the 
Coſpelz which from. deſpicable Be- 
ginnings,. ſooh. proſper'd toa height, 
that rendred ic almoſtas fir an Obje& 444. 22: 
for Wonder as for Faith. That other *** 
Parible of the treacherous Husband- 
men, clearly foretold Chrifts Death 
by the Fews Malice, and their Deſtru- 
tion for it. And TI. deſpair not to 
ſee unheeded Prophecies diſclos'd its 
others of them, eſpecially being in-- 
form'd that there is a Critick, (Mon- 
ſieur 4. B.)now at work upoh a Deſign 
of Manifeſting many. otherwiſe ins 
terprered Pafſzges of the New Teſta- 
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ment to be Propheciesz of whom no 
leſs than the Famouſeſt of the Mo- 
dern Rabbies, Menafſe Ben-1ſracl, Cone 
time I made him a Viſit at his own 
Houſe in Amſterdam) gave me this 
Character, that he took him for the 
Ableſt Perſon of the Chriſtians, Thoſe 
Hiſtorical Circumſtances - quatrrelFd 
with, in Chriſt's Parables, arelike the 
Feathers that wing our Arrows, which 
thongh they Pierce not like the Head, 
bur ſeem Slight things, and of a diffe- 
ring matter from the reſt, are yet requi- 
fire to make the Shaft to. pierce; and do, 
both conveigh itto; and penetrate the 
Mark, _ But nothing, is thought more 
impertinent in Sctiptbre-than the fre- 
quent Repetitions. Bur che Learned 
need not to be told, thar-many things 
ſeem to the Ignorant bare Repeticions, 
which yet ever bring a long wich them 
ſome Light or ſome Acceſſion ; in 
chat comparable; to the Scars, which 
25 like as they ſeem to Vulgar Ga- 
zers, are by the skilſu] Aſtrologer - 
taught to contain under. that Colour 
and. Figure common to them all, ver 
Peculiar and diſtinct Influences, There 
alſo. conſider, thar'io all Languages 
there. are Tome Cuſtomary Ceminari- 
_ ons 
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ey appear Superfluous, if 
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not Abſurd to the Natives.,and in the 


Propriety of that Speech, are not only 
Current, but oftentimes Emphartical. 
I fiad withal,, that there is ſcarce any 


of theſe ſeeeming Impertinencies, of 


which a Learned and Judicious Expo- 
ficor cannot aſſign a pertinent Cauſe 
or Reaſon,. AndI conſider roo, thar 
the Books of Scripture being Endited, 
not all at Qnce, bur at very ſeveral 
and ditiant Timesz (according ro the 
Known ſaying, that Nanquarm ſatis 
decetur quod nunquan ſatis diſcitur ) the 
Repericion of. che ſame Sins and Er- 
rors,requir'd that of the ſame Menaces 
and Diſſwaſions 5 whoſe frequent en- 
forcing , ſerving both to Arteſt and to 
Convince the Sinner's Obſtinacy, was 
not a bare Repeating, butſuch a Re- 
_ doubling as we are fain to uſe, to drive 
ina Nail to the Head; (and the Words 
of the Wiſe are, in the Wiſe man's 
Words, As Nails faſtned by the Ma- 
ſters of Aſſemblies) where though in all 
the renew'd Stroaks the buſje Hammer 
gives, the Act be ſtill the ſame. yeris 
na blow ſuperfluogs; the Number of 
them ſerving to compleat their - O- 

| : &- peratt- 
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eration, They that in peruſing Books 
ave the Learning and Skill ro fri 

them of what Oratory or Stealth har 

Dreſs'd and Diſguis'd them in ; will ea- 


"ily diſcern moſt of them to be bur- 


Vary'd Repetitions 3 which for my part 
I find differing from thoſe of Scripture, 
bur in thar the latter do in the ſame 
Words generally comprize New Mat- 
ter, whereas the former uſually preſent 
us Stale Matter in New Words, And 
I conſider further , that our own ſad 
Experience ſhowing. us, that there is 
no Single Text of Sctipture that Sub- 
tiler Heretick's Sophiſtry cannot play- 
ſibly enough elade; the Holy Ghoſt 
foreſeeing this from the Beginning , 
hath Metrcifully and Wiſely provided, 
that the Fundamental Truths'of Faith 
and Manners ſhould be_ held. forth in 
ſo Many Places, and in fo much Va- 
riety of Expreſſions, that one or other 
of them.muſt unavoidably intercept 
thoſe. Evaſions, .and eſcape thoſe Miſ- 


..: conſtruttions, that Sophiſtry may pur 


upon the reft, Which Providence a- 


| Jone hath preſerv'd many Articles from 


the attempsr ofHereticks; making them 
both bluſhto Queſtion , and Diſpair 


than 
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thodox Believers the -Satisfation : of _ 


having their Anchor ty'd to a Three- 
fold Cord which is not. eaſily broken, 
Moſt of the Bibles Repetitions (or In- 
culcation rather) teach us ſomething 


or other unraught before, and (as in F*": + 
Pharaoh's Viſton;though voth the Ears 73" 


and the Kine fignifi'd the ſame thing ; 
yer Foſeph's Incerpretation ſhows thar 


neither was Superfluous ; ev'n thoſe 


few that teach us nothing elſe, -Teach 
us atleaſt the Importance (or ſome 0- 
ther Attribute, ) of thoſe repeated 
Points we were taught before. And 
T ſcruple not to compare the Expreſs 
ſions of the Scripture to a Roſe, where 
though ſo many Leaves neerly reſem- 
ble each other,there's not one of them 
but contributes ro the Beauty and Per- 
 feRtion of the Flower. | 


The Sixth 0bjeG1o0n. 


I am not unacquainted with the 9ÞP of Con- 
Keri, and the »n5 Cethib + nor the tragitti- 

| ons pre- 
—_—_ | | | "* ſumedbe- - 
Old Teſtament:Noryet with. the Ya7ie wvix: Paſe 
ſ.ges of 
Scripture. 


120 7RTn Tikkim Seph'rim in the 


Le#iones (eſpecially thoſe of the Eaſtern 
and Weſtern Jews as they are call'd) ta- 
'ken' nocuce of by Modern Criticks.in 
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the Hebrew Text,of the Old, as well as 
in the Greek -of the New Teſtament. © 
I anno neither altogether a Strapger + 
to the Difficulties co be met with in 
making good the Citations we find 
made of divers Texts of che Former of E 
thoſe Sacred Jaſtruments in the later - 
Tn which they ſeem not unfrequently | 
todiffer much from what we find ex- 
ſtant in the ancient Teſtament, as to | 
the Words, and ſometimes too as to 
the Senſe.. Theſe things, I ſay,though 
by ſome much urg'd againſt the Scri- | 
pture, I am notIgnosant of But I 
think it not fic to conſider them in this 
places not only , becauſe thoſe that 
are mach berter qual:fi'd for ſuch a 
Work than I, have done it already; bur 
becauſe theſe ObjeQions relating ra- 
ther to the Truth or the Authority 
than co the Style of the Scripture , 
the Nature of my preſent Task does 
not oblige me to examine them, 
Eſpecially, fince I have already ſaid 
ſomething of them, and may -fay more, 
mm what I wtice on the "behalf of the 
Chriftian Religion. And 'tis upon theſe 
grounds, Theophilus, that T alſo decline 
at preſemthe confiderationof what: is 
went-t0 be Objected', as if there 
_ |  wer6 
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2" Stvle of the Holy Scriptures. 95, © © 
were a great many Self-contradiQtions 
- to be -mer with in the Scripture. 
+ OalyT ſhall in the mean time invite 
'-Yqu to take Notice with me, that 'cis 
not. oftentimes ſo much-the Various 
e ' Alpes of the Texts, as the divers 
Prepoſleſhons. and Intereſts of the Ex- 
|  policors that make Books ſcem reple- 
niſh'd with interfering Paſſages and 
j Contradictions, For if once the Theme 
treated of, do highly concern, Men's 
Intereſts, let the Book be as Cleer as 
| iccan, ſubtile and engag'd Perſons on 
{ both fades, peruſing it with Foreſtall'd 

7 Judgements of Byaſs'd Pafſhons, will ; 

+ be ſwre to wreſt many Paſſages to 
**_ . countenance their Prejudices -, and 
ſerye their Ends,though they make the 
Texts never. ſo fiercely fall out with 
one another, to reconcile them to tizeir 
_ Partial Gloffes, 'Of this I might pro- 

duce an Eminenr Inſtance in Ariſtotle's C 
- Phyſical Writings, alledg'd.by ſo ma- 
ny diſſenting Secs of School-men to 
countenance their jarring Opinions z 
the injur'd Stagirite (employ. d as Se- 
cond by eyery one that quores him, 
_. being byevyery Sec brought ro. Fight 
with its Antagoniſts, and by them all 

to .giye Battel to himſelf, Thus do 

| | the 


S. 


2 
$- 20” 


2 Pet. 


MED) Fp DIES ESA 2 58 Wes Ks -* £ 
TE I EOS CORO OE» OT OR ON ae DA; 57% 8a TT OD 6 SE ly og 
eg FO ee ole 12-4. Weg If ie OO dry, wo TIE 
ae inn fn OW i Ee FL -- IS, A 
q "> b F 4 p 6 Q y, Fogg = 9” 1 Da X43 ed FL F% A FFF FY "- "$3 
CELLO. CEL LEFEESYD EL EFEFL EEEFILD EEE 
F " , þ : © : - oy # 4 1 7 
/ ; , . £4 REN | þ 
pe CP - . 4 ED. 4 : 
e Difſenting s of Mahumctans 


quarrel 2s well about the Senſe. of 
their Alcoran, as we do about that of 
our Bible,and make the one as much a 
Noſe of Wax,as the Romiſh Catholicks 


fay we make the other. Which brings 


unto my mind, that not only the 
Jvovinle. mie , the Some things hard' to 
be underſtood in St. Paul's Epiſtles , 
but Alſo the aaa yore, the Other 
Scriptures are by St, Peter ſaid to be 
by the wnlearned and unſtable Wreſt- 
ed to their own DeſiruFion, When 
a ſober Author finds an Impartial 


Reader, who rakes his Words in their 


genuinely Obvious Acception, where- 
ever the Context doth not manifeſtly 
force another on them, (in which then 
the Reader acquieſces) the Writer is 
eaſily” underſtood; but when nimble 


_ and foreſta}l'd Wits peruſe an Author, 


not to fir down with His Senſe, but-ro 
make him ſpeak Theirs (whether it be 
his Own or no: } and giving them- 
ſelves .the Pains and Leiſure of conft- 


dering all the poſſible Acceptions of 


a Word or Phraſe , and the Liberty of 
pitching upon that which beſt ſerves 
their Preſent Turn, allow themſelves to 


conclude, that becauſe it may fignifie 


ſo 
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| here, ' an Author muſt be much*wa- 
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rier than. Homer and Yirgil, whom Zy- 
avcia and Alexander Roſs have made 
'Evangeliſts, to keep his Words from 


/ being tortut'd into a Confeſſion. of _ 
what was neyer in his Thoughts, And . 


a very pregnant inſtance of chis Truth, 
we may obſerve in the Law of our 


Land, whoſe very End being go Pre- 


vent or Aboliſh Strifes; and which 
being Writcen ſo PunQuually and Ex- 
preſly, and in fo Peculiar and Barba- 


'rous'a Style (clogg'd with ſaperhu- 


merary Reperitions) that nothing .but 
their being conducive to ſo Good an 


End could make” it Supportable ; is 
yer by Mens concern'd Wits fo miſ- 


cotiftrued and perverted, that not one- 
ly in Private Mens Caſes , we ſee the 
Judges ſo puzled that Sutes often- 
times our-laſt Luſftres , bur the Prince's 
Party and the SubjeRt's, Kill, and Ex- 


' Ecute one another 3 and (as Charity 


rempts 'me to preſume) think they 


' may do ſo bythe Law, anddo fo For 


the Law, In this belief, That we of- 
ren. impute to.the Scripture our own 
Faulrs and Deficiences, the Inſtances 
of thoſe Anti-ſcripturiſtsT have: _ 
EG "Vers 
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yers'd with, have very much confirm'd 
me:=though I have ſtill eſteem'd that 
the Beft 25-well the Shorteſt way, is 
not towrangle with them about every - 
Nicety, where the Defeat of their Ob- 
jeaions gives us no Victory over their 
Incredulity, and by bur evidencing the 
Scripture's not being eirher Falſe or 
Abſurd , can ſerve bur to juſtifie our 
Reverence to them, not to impart itz 
but by ſolidly afferting the Divine 
Origination of the Ipeure , reduce 
men to aſcribe their ſcruples ro the 
true Cauſezand perſuade us to the Tem- 
" of the Apoſtles, who, when Chriſt 
ad utterd a Hard Saying, which fo 
unſerled many of his Diſciples 'that 


they deſerted him upon it ; thoug 


( their groſs Miſapprehenfions of nu- 
merous other much leſs Obſcure Paſ- 


| ſages will eaſily perfwade us) they 


relliſh'd it not aright , yet would by 
no means Forſake him for their Ma- 
ſter, becauſe, ſays their Spokes-man, 
Peter , Thou haſt the Words of Eter- 
xal Life, and we believe, and are ſore 
that thas art the Chriſt, the Sew of the 


Living God : reaching us with one 
el 


Grand and .comprehenfive Truth, to 


thing 


e 


. 


an 


conclude the Be 


| Undeff anding. ..;to. be an accepracle. 


f 


the Bible that. our Quzriſts could ne- 
ver haye dream'd of; yer did they all. 
f of the Sctipcures.,. 


ſeeming, to agree jn chi 
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how Faich thus caſually pre-' 
er ſelf.in my Way, 

haps, not be impertinenc 

that Chriſt often deals wit 

lievers, as he is recorded 

with Nathaniel , 

Guileleſs 1ſraetite 

him the Meſſras , 

dence of his hay 

by hint under the 

ſed Saviour 

unto thee , x; 
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01 ſhalt ſee 
eſe (which in 


tion ) $09 when men-once h 
brac'd the” perſiyaſion of 


F% 


Pture's being Divinely lpir'd that 


that he often difcovers 0 them, ro .. . 
confirm therh in their Belief, Argu« » 
ments much clearer than thoſe chat in« * 
duc'd chem Toit, and convitices them 
of the Reaſoniblenef$/ of having ſub- 
mitredtheir Reaſon to hin that gave 
t ther. And, (as if there wete Myſtes 
res in which Faich doth' more protye? 


rouſly AER Ce a non Rage, 2 


Than'that. js ſet awork 
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| tioned in the Matth.o, 
Golp &; in whom our Saviour firſt 27-66. 
requir'd Faithzand (having found T har, 
he) then opened their Eyes, 


' The ſeventh 0bj ecFion. 


From the(not long ſince mention'd 
frequent Repeticions to be met wit 
in the Scripture, and from the unuſaal 
Method wherein the Author of it has 
rhought fic that the Divine Truths and 
Precepts ſhould be extant there, Di- 
vers i have been pleas'd ro take Occa- 
fion, ro Criminate the Bible, as.if, its 
Bulk confider,d., it were bur” a bare 2 
Book, wherein Inſtructions are bur ſpa- 
ringly ſcarter'd in compariſon of whar 
is 0 be met within divers other Wri- 
tings, where Reperitions are avoided, 
and more of uſeful Matter is deliver d 
in fewer Words. And hence ir.is (ſay 
theſe ObjeCtors) thac many Perſons 

. unqueſtionably Religious., chooſe ra- 
ther ro ſtudy other Books of Devoti- 
on and Morality, as containing more 
W and TInſtrative Precepts of Good 

"FMS 
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lars whereyR, the Acciifarioh is groutd- 
ed, having been already examin'd 'by 
te, I need not ſay aty thing diſtinaly 

fo this Accumulacive Charge. But 

becauſe I would nor only Defend my 

Veneration for the Scripture, bur Per-. 

{wade it, I ſhall on chis occaſion offer 
two or three things to Conſiderati- 

ON.. 


F Although then the Scriptare wete 
BU leſs repleniſh'd with Excellent Do- 
28 - Qrines, and were bur, as well as the 
beſt of other Books, like Mines, in 
the richeſt of which the Golden Oar is 
mivgr'd with ſtore of leſs precious Ma» © 
trials, (and needs alabotious ſepaati- * 
on from them 3) yetſure it would,like | 
thoſe' Mines , deſerve to be carefelly ' 
_ digg'd in : and 'ewill become the _ | 
grarelal Chriſtians Zeal to 'imitats 1 

im in the Parable, who having found 
at, 12, © Treaſure hidin a Field, ſtuck at no 
74. © Price within his Power , to purchaſe 
| the whole -Field for the Treaſures } 
W -- ſake, p 
= Burt God be prais'd, this is not the © 

I Caſe," for 'tis only our Ignorance, 
our Lazineſs, or our Indeyotion, that 
keeps us from diſcoyering , that the 


he grow ever) Tree #1 
he ht .;' 
ochor. of . it. mas, O1 iſcient,, ts 
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gage Men \to. live well and, Holly, 
| 1} - chere/ 1s much more: Requiſite- than 
| parely'ito tell; them” char- they! ug 
{  to:dofo;:and How they ſhould doit, MD. 
For fi6ce'ro/lead a life truly: yertuous, 
requires; iaimpny; Ch ſes,thatiweDe 
. 4. . and Overcomevur: 'NarurallAp rites 4 
T and! Inclinations , !:and/-requires alſo * a 
nc CEE conſe Hy EN by » 


Koide  Gealige adi bo toa: oc odlite. # 

x0 -give him Prec /of ity; hk he Th oP us 
-  norſo; much: (whar- is yer: the ,miih 
bg in this Cafe) Make/inen will ſg 
| Wm ry ro: ſuck Preceprs,”25/Supe 
oferhem ſo; 'And he thar cawdo 116. a 
te, does farleſs than Him; : who be-. Ree ty 
'theRules of good' life; reſents. '. 
the "Higheſt, and rhemoſtprevd@ '. | 
* Morives' to'- embtace*Piery. abt 
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. Virtue, . and'the moſt. Powerfal Dif- 
ſwaſives from all that is Wicked, by 
'propoſing to. us ſuch Rewards and 
Puniſhments, and ſatisfying us, that we 
ought , according as we behave our. 
ſelves, to expe either the one, or the 
other; . as to-.convince us that we can« 
not be either Wiſe or Happy, butby 
being Good, nor ayoid the greateſt of 
Miſeries, bur by avoiding Vice, . Now 
as we ſhall fee anon, thar as to the Pre- 
cepts of, Good life, the Bible is not un- 
furniſh'dwith them, ſo'as to that moſt 
Operative'part of the way:of Teach- 
ing good-life, the propoſing of the 
moſt Prevalent Motives to Good, and 
the moſt -powerful Diſlwafives : from 
Evil; not; onely no-other:Book Does, 
but-no Book notinſpir*'d,Can perform, - 
in that Kind,any thing near ſo much as 
the Scripture alone, Since we have 
not the ſame Reafon to believe any 
Mere Man, as we have to'believe God 
touching: thoſe Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments-which-he 'reſerves: after Death 
for thoſe; that conform to, or diſobey 
his Laws 5 theſe being Marrers which, 
( whacever:; Philoſophers. and other 
Learned. Mei may have thoughr to 
the conttary;) depend-upon his free 
no D123 y | Wall, 
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he had brough Life and Immortality to , y;n, v4 
light homeh the Goſpel. . And whereas c.1,v.io - -. -; 
Hope is that Spur without which Men . _ 2 
do ſcarce ever cheerfully Undertake, ." = 
| and reſolatelygo through, thingsmuch _ 7 
{1 - leſs difficult and dangerons than thoke © E 
whicha Virtuous courſe of lifeis wont  _ 7 
to expoſe mento, St. Peter makes a .  —* 
v4 Chriſtians Higheſt Hope to depend _ - - 7 
upon a Revealed Truch, where he gives _ = 
thanks to God for having, accordingto ) '.- | 
| ie abundant Mercy, begot us ta alively py, "| 
| Hopehy the Reſurredtion of Jeſus Chriſs | 


aſcribe it-ro our Saviour Chriſt, . That | {4 


- ——- 


ſuch a Knowledge of 'God and Chriſt, © 

as, if we haveitat all, we muſtowe > ' 7 2 

tothe Scripture, and ſuch Hopes and rs 
Promiſes as none but God himſelf, or 
thoſe He ſends, can give. a wary and 1n- 

relligent Perſon, may have upon good =: 

- life,” you may gueſs by that otherPaſy ,, 2 

ſage of theſame Apoſtle, where nor , -  .Þ 

_ onely, he mentions Gods having ac- +: 2 
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_ vs'Ethical Writers do!, and taught 'us 
| hat: God has reveal'd in thoſe. Wri- 


:.;-- ; Eft: Inducements' ro. Embrace a Good, 
and\Shyn anEvil. Life, which (though 
Reaſon: ima' --perchance'- make. ſome 


and the” Exerciſe of oyr:own Reaſon 


a * 
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that are given of God unto us. ' So 
that alchough the Scripture did not ex- 
refly:give-us ſuch Moral 'Documents - 


good life but by. acquainting us with 


tings concerning himſelf, and by con- 
vincingly:propoſing to us:thoſe high+ 


weak and confus'd* Gueſles at them) 
Revelation'onely canmake examining 
men confidently. Depend:upon. © If, I 
ſay, the: Scripture did no more than 
thus'engage usto Reſolye upon a good 
life, leaving-us ro';derive:' rhe: Parti- 
cular Ptecepts of Virtue from the in» - 
ward 'Difartes of the Faw.of Natute, 
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co ante MA 
us. Almaſt, as-much as. Bt 
an .Woar Lo 6.42 SAS real Prey on. 
ſiderably_Uetul); the Scripcure.,gughs 
et to be eſteem'd a, moſt zoſtryctive 
p09, in reference. ;to Goqd Life ! AS. 
igeffe& weilce, .that: the Writings of 
no. Philoſopher,.or..Orator; ever, made 
2ny thing near ſamany Perſons ſg, Vige 
raous as the New. Teſtament,,chough 
but a Pocket Book, has-heen;able to 
do, eſpecially i in.thoſe Primitive Ages 
ofthe. Chnrch,wheo choſe tha mectin 
that. Book were leſs. diverted from. it. 
than Hoe they haye bgen,by the Rea» 
ding, of ; others-,, ';The Moon imay. in 
clear Weather, lend a- Gardiner, Lighs 
enough. ro digg , and manure his;Ocy 
chard, and perhaps toprune-his Trees, 
but none-will ſay:that. the. Magndges 
as, much contribute ro. his, Pe 
' to preduce. fruig, a5, the Sg f ſigce:this 
Nobler Planer; nog only a ugh. hin 
Light, to work by, and. a; comfortable: 
Warmth whilſt he is workingz burani- 
mares him by che hopes he eb&iſhespp- 
on the Suns account, that.,in-dug S645 
{gn his Diligence-and Toyls ſhali here: 
warded; The Application. is $90 0 Qh- 
yious'to need to he infiſted Qn, ;- . 
K 4 "Bur 
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and Virtae, yet it 15 far from bein 
thi, that it is deſtitute of {ſuch Mora 


'Documents, which it needs not,to dev» 


ſerve to be look'd upon as a Book very 
Inftruive in Reference ro good Life: 


For there being Two ſorts of Virtues 


requiſite to an Embracer of the Go- 


fpel, which have been conveniently 
enough call'd for Diſtin@ion ſake, the 


one Chriſtian, and the other Moral, 
or Ethicalz I ſuppoſe ir will-not be 
doubred but that the Rules of thoſe 
Virtues thar are properly Chriſtian, 
muſt-be ſought for in the Scripture, 
that being acknowledg'd by Prote- 
ſtanrs to have ſuch a ſufficiency as to 
matters of meer Revelation, (which 


Reſtrition roo many do inconſiderate- 


ly enough leave out) that in Matters 


of that Nature, Divines often Do,and' 


in _— Caſes May,argue Negatively, 
as well 

pturez which Eaſes us of many things 
obtruded as Duties, merely by its nor, 


eithet-expreſly , or by conſequence ,. 


Impoſjng them upon us, So that 3s 


e fore-mention'd 
Accounts alone; the: Scripture: would 
deferve 'to be look'd upon as highly 
Condrcive - to the Practice of Piety,, 


as Afirmativly from the Scri- 
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Light informs us. ) Nor muſt 'we 
think, chat the Bible 1s deſtitute of the 


| - Beſtſorr of ſuch Precepts, Exhortati- 


ons, and Diſſwaſives, as we prize in 
Ethical Books; becauſe rhey are nor 
Expreſs'd and R2ng'd in the Bible, as 
they are wont ro be in | Syſtematical 
Compoſures ; for not only there is 
extant in the Scripture, ro them-thac 
know how to Conſtellate thoſe Lights, 


a very Excellent Body of Moral Pre-. 


cepts, bur there are likewiſe ſcatter'd 
the forcibleſt Motives to the ſeveral 
Duties, and the moſt retrating Diſ- 


\ fwaſives from the contrary Vices. And 


truly, ithach long leſſen'd my Eſteem 
f our Heathen Morals,” that the E- 
icks being-but- the Doctrine of Re- 
enlating our Paſſions and Direing 
our: Faculties, in orderto the. Attain- 
ment of Felicity, they have been hi- , 


 therto handI'd by thoſe, ro whom the 
- Nature of the Faculties and Paſhons 


of-the Mind was þut very lictle knowng 
Cy _ » Whereas 
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and Faculties of our ſouls, being Intuir 
tively. and muſt . perfectly known; Þ 
the moſt proper and / powerful wayes 
of . Working on them, cannot be,un- 
known to him: and then cercainly , 
one unacquainted with the Trade, will 
be much leſs likely. ro mend a Watch, 
that's out of order, than a Watch- 
maker. \And.indeed, ev'n.inteference 
to that other: ſort of Virtues | which 
are: wonct\in the more, confin'd ſenſe of 
the Word.to. becall'd Moral, . there 
are-I know not how. many, excellent. 
Notions and ,DireQions relating, to 
them, -diſpers'd up and down in..the 
Scripture, though by Reaſon. of .their 
not being drawn up by themſelves, and 


of their being mingl'd with other Mat» 


ters, they are not ſo readily taken no» 
tice of by ordinary Readers, .| Wheze+ 
as, thoſe Seudious Peruſers that ſearch 
the Scriptures with. a. due. Diligence 
and Actention, are not only wont.caſt- 
ly enough to deſcry the Moral Coun- 
ſels. and Preſcriptions over-look'd. by 
the other.Readers ; but rake notice of 
many excellent. Docoments thar ;axe 
plainly: nog Intimared or. hinted 

there, 


[hens a 40 ond and Alligeat " 
| FO abongh not; cleatly and expreſly e- 
nough.to. be found of- thoſe that think 
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them not worth ſeekiog., 

Wherefore, as to thoſe Religious 
Perſans mention'd in the laſt propos'd 
Objection, I cannor bur think, that by 
neglecting the Scripture for Ethical 
Compoſu:es, or even Books of Devyo- 


tions (they as well wrong Themſelves 


2s the Scriptures And, thirefore I 
ſhall take leave.to think. the worſe, 
rather of the Practice of the Men,than 
of the Book of God. Scarce any thing 
hs given me a fayourabler Character 
of Luther, thanhis Wiſh, that all- his 
Books of Devotion were bucar, when 
he. once perceiv'd that the Peoples 


Fondneſs and: oyer-valuation of. them 


Pproduc'd a NegleR of the-ſtudy of the 
Bible 3 to which you ſhall find; Thes- 
+ philas , that the beſt of thar Nature 
being compar'd,, are but (not to draw 
to our preſent purpoſe that of Sexera co 


his Mother, Paribas intervallis omnia Seneca te 


Divina, ab oxanibus Humants diftant) < 
like the Stars compar'd ro the Sun 


whoſe Emanatioos confer on them their 


Luſtre, bur whoſe Preſence drowns 


No Ib * For though I deny 'not Books of 


Devation 
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not have Chriſtians neglet the Foun- 
rain for the Streams, and unwiſely,as 
well as unthankfully , - elect tro:Read 
Gods Word, rather inany Book than 


| his own, in which to encourage us to. 
ſtudy the- Precepts of a Virtuous and' 


Holy Life, we have ſuch Peculiar and 


encouraging Invitations. —— Saint *? 


Paul ſeems to make it the (End and 
the) Reſult of the ſeveral Uſefulneſles 
he attributes ro. the Scripture, That-.it 
can make the Man of God perfe& thorow- 
ly farniſhed ante all cood Works z andis 
able, (as he ſpeaks a lictle. higher ) 
(Cepiran ts ownlay, 10 make Hs wiſe w#nto 
Salvation. There are indeed many 
Excellent Inſtructions given to us in 0- 
ther Books3 but: they giving us Di- 
rections, only towards the Attainment 


of the Advantages, Conveniences, and 


Ornaments of Life; the Ignorance of 


them, only makes us miſs thoſe Parti- * 
cular Ends, Whereto they give Ad». 
6 Ate. _ WAITE dr efles. 
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Compoſures, either ſteal their. beſt 1 
things from, or acknowledge that they Þ 
Borrow'd them of. the Bible, I would 
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dof | | Joys or- Torments, we need ſeek only 
, | - from the Scripture :- a Chriſtian toun- 
= "derſtand the Dnty of his Faith and 
ala 4 -Life; needing to underſtand no other 
LE " BookthantheBible; though indeed to 
”” | underſtand the Bible well, * tis Ordi- 
« | . narily requiſite, that a pretty Number 
uh -" of other Books be underſtood z Chri- 
o - þ ftians then havereaſon to Study moſt 
i that Book, which underſtood, all o- 
t- 

| 


thers* are Needleſs ro Salvation: z--and 
- which Tgnor'd, they are inſufficient, 
- Tf Saint Peter's Viſion had been a Rea- 48; to, 
' lity, he would ſcarce, bungry as hewas, 21312013 
Herein 'd abroad to hunt in this De- 
fart. ot that Foreſt for Game, when he 
had a Veſſel lerdownto him from Hea- 
© ven}, containing in its ſelf all manner of 
four-footed Beaſts, and other Objects 
of Appetite , attended with a Com- mn 
matniding Tnvitation from Heaven, Riſe, ©. © _ 
Peter, K:l, and Eat. So-when God -—— 
fends-us from Heaven in one Volume, 
an, at leaſt Virtual, Collection 'of- all 
tlioſe Divine ,Truchs and Holy Pre- 
cepts, others ſcatteringly and ſparingly 
| & cg out of Humane Books. 3.- the 
F Chelan . 
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ſafe for him iro ighore others , | by: fo | 
merited/an Antonomaſis; wears the Ti- 
tle: of iT he Book .; (for; ſo” the Bible | 
ſignifies-ih Greek; as the Hebrews call 
it Mikga,' which- by UnreBroce Gaab.. 
fies what's to be read.) toon ns 

There are Precepts: chough of Virtuc, 
and 'Morives enough ro::Conform 'to- 


chem} held forch-in- the' Bible;/if the {| 


Contents of ' chat: : Divine Book *were \. 
Believ'd and Confiderd' as rhey ought 
to be.” Tis a miſtzke ro think, -rthar 
a large Syſtem of Erhicks, difſeRedac> 


- . cording to the nice "Preſcriptions of 


| Logick, -and"Merhodically! replebiſh'd 


with Definitions,” Diviſions, | Diftin&tt= 
ons; and Syllogiſms'\;":is ' requifite'or © 
Sufficient'to make Men: Yirttous; Too | 
many: of our? Moraliſts write as if they * 
thought Virtue : could - be- raughr/as 

eafily , -and muchin'the ſame: Way , 
as 'Gratnmar : and leaving our: Rati- 
onal Motives. to-' Virtue, .and Derer- 
ments ftom ' Vice; with other''things 
thar have a Genuine Tofluence| on the 
Minds and Manners'of men ; ' they fill 
to. wrapgle abour the Titles and-Pre- 
Tetlerites of the Parts of EclocuL Phi- 
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'm york ith je their "Merho' 
[| that the Prerogatives of Virtwwtbove 
1 v {66 "they ſeem! more ſollicitous how 
J 76: order heir / 'Chiprers- 'irhan'their 
| ers "actions5 and /are-more Tridus .. 
|. Ariohs to: -impreſs their DoQtine 'on 
l out'Memories;thatrour AﬀeRions,and 
| teath'us better todiſpute Of -ont'Paſſi- 
ons thah Withithem. Whetes;/'as 
the Condition'of a Monarch , who i5 
poſſeſs'd 'but 'of''ont Kingdom or Pro- 
vitce ,"is preferable ro rhatof aGeo- 
Stapher ;"chough” he be able to Dil- 
' 2 contle Theotiealy of the Dimenſions; 
Seirdationjand Motion $ of Stability of 

| thewhole Tetteſtrial Globe; *tocarve 
itinito Zones” Climates and Phrrallels, 
fo "Engmctate' [tHe various: Nathes and 
 of>its various Regions , 

_ ihEvgive's ormpr'6f cheExtent, 
the onfines)) the Figute',/ the Diviſi- 
6ffs.” &#e, of! al the Dothinions'and 
Provinces of it's\To the AQtal Pofſeſi: 
oti'of one Virtue, 'is'preferrable'to- the 
_ bite ſpeculative" Knowtedge of then 
4. ':-Theit Maſter Friforle hath herein 
| beeri more” plain, und leſs Pedantick3 
| "ho (by*r favour of. — 
rers 
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thod of. his Echicks,- -Andindeed,but |. 
little Theory is Efſenrially requiſite;to 
the being Virtuous ,-.proyided it be 
duely underſtood, and cordially.purin 
praQice; Reaſon, and Diſcretion ſut- 
ficing , analogically ro extendand ap- 
ply ic. co the Particular Occtirences of | 
Life 3 (which otherwiſe being ſo-near 
Infinite,..as robe Indefinice, are not ſo 
eaſily - ſpecifiab'e in Rules: ) as the. 
View of the fingle Pole-ſtarr directs 
the. heedful Pilot, in almoſt all the 
Varipus Coutſes of /Navigation. And 
che Syſtems of Moraliſts may (in this 
partigular,) not uofitly. be compar'd 
to Heayen, where there are Luminaries *' 
and Stars 'obyious: to: all Eyes , that 
diffuſe Beams ſufficient ro light 'us/in 
moſt wayes; And- as F that with. Mo- 
dern Aſtronomers , by. an Excelleng 
Teleſcope ; have beheld perhaps near 
an hundred Scars in the Plerades, where 
comman, Eyes; ſee bur fix,3 and: haye 
often ,diſcern'd in the Milky-way-; 
and qther;pale parts of the Firmament, 
Numbetleſs lictle Stars, generally -un- 
ſeen,) receive yer from: Heaven no 
more-Lighr uſeful ro Travel by, than 
other Mea. enjoy: fo. there are certain 
"a Grand 
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. Exhicks,which borhuregenerallyTon-- + 
- fpicuous'; and" generally: aftird men 
| much Lighr:and much Diretion 5 buc 
n | the Numerous liccle Notions, '({admir 
= | then} Truchs) ſuggeſted! by Scholat- 
| - ſhip roEchical Wricers, and by chem 
r0,us,.:though'"the Speculation be not 
unpleaſane , afford us very lictle pecu- 
liar: Light-to guide our ' Actions by- 
When 'I remember thoſe ' Antient 
Heroes, that have ennobled Secu'ar, 
and 'are ennobled by Sacred Story: 
and whoſe - Examples ſuggeſted the 
Precepts of Virtue, before there were 
anly .Writcen ones to conform toz I 
am-/rempred to ſay, that Virtue was: 
ſcarce everbetter praftis'd, than whilſt 
men had not yet calk'd of the Defi- 
nition of it: ( as many an Alchymiſt 
beggs with-rare Notions of the Na-' - 
ture of Gold, which fills the Coffers 
of Merchaats that never ſaw-Mine'nor 
Furnace, ) ' The Grand: Preceprs: of 
Morality of fruirful Seeds, which in- 
duſtriouſ], Cultivared, will bring forth 
Fivics ſtill zfording other Seeds, And: 
as for rhe'Motives ro: Pious, 'and Diſ-* 
ſwafions from fGinfol Practices; though 
of the Many __ Books'of 
Moy _ M&«- 
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Morality gs: there. may» be: divers cols 
lected ,. not:extant inthe:;Bibles;,yet - 
may: a: dexterous Reader Mnd in: | . ' 
Heav'aly Book, many more:Tavitations 
to Virtue, and Deteravents: from Vice; 
than moſt men ateaware 6f3: and fome 
of themot an Importance that renders 
One of them as much :more confidera- 
- ble than many Ordinary'ones, as-Qne 
fair Pearl. out of aJewellers ;Shop, 
out-values a ſcore of thoſe little Peatls 
that Druggiſts ſell by the Ounce , or 
doth comprize-many. Inferior Induce- 
ments, (which Wiſe men -judge not 
of þy Tale but Value) as a Piece doch 
twenty Shillings. And: though Hu- 
maneAuthors do often in their Parene- 
rical Treatiſes allow: themſelves tobe 
layiſh in O:nameats, roexpatiate into 
Amplifications, and to "drein..Com-- 
mon-placesz yet whilſt:chey want 'an 
intimate Admiſſion, all theſe are tows 
_ often unable co reform, I fay.not thoſe 
that:Read them, butewn thoſe ; that 
Werite,them :- whereas the Experience 
of the-Primitive and Heroical Ages of: 
the Church, does glorioufly maniteſt;j 
that the; Inducementrs and. Difſwafives: 
held forthim the Bible ,.:choughdeſti-? 
cage-of: choſe,Embelliſhments and:Ad« 
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| ' diſcerning Perſons, os ORG much 
en jo 


Enrercaifd ,.':and Senioutfly >ponder'd 
areſufficienrt6-raiſeVirtueto a Pirchj 
Philoſophy! duſt -ſcardtly:: aim at? 


Nor indeed is:the Number Greatz: of 


reinenc and' Rational Tnciremens, ot 


cerments, celacing ro Virtues and. 


m : Diſcourſes that | have”/Thenm for 
Theme, how' far ſoever | the- Bowes 
may extend , yer 'generally che Knot 
lyes'in ''a- little: Compals -' and che 
Analyſer that ſhall crack many of thoſe 
Compolutes, having ſever'd'the Shels; 


ſhall-find cheir: Kirnels ro be much 
alike. Whatthis Writer compates to 


one thing, "that Writer likens to ano+ 
ther s thoſe Ungrareful, Perſons to 
God, that one reſembles to ' Swine , 


who eatthe Acorns without ever-look- 


ing up to the Tree they: fallfrom, ano 


ther compares ro Cattel that drink of 


the Screams, without conſidering whae 
Fountain'they flow from. *-Theſe but 
preſent-us ſeveral Dreſſes of Virtue 


and Vice, where though the Novelty 


and Yariery of Habit, ſerve to engage 


Arrencion un” all , and waht nt Toflus 
_ ence! (ar leaft) upon Eafie' and flexi- 


ble Natures, yet in Confiderate afid 


the 
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themſelves .are-cntercain'd, Nor: will 


ſuck be apt: to quarrel with the Au- 
thor of the Scrictu-e:s; becauſe.che 


| Motives: and Diſfiwafives-extant there; 


are many. of them Old and Known,or 


trequently repeated z. the efficacy of 


them being-ſo roo. Were it net 
ſtrange, a Phyſician ſhould decline exe 
hibiting of Mithridate, becauſe 'twas a 
Known Medicine, and famous for: its 


Cures many Ages fince.?  Doth Bread 


leſs Nouriſh us; or is it; leſs Gs'd, be- 
cauſe *twas (as men ſappoſe)contempo- 
rary.to 4dam, and/the moſt Common 
food of all Nations io al Ages? and 
(as to the Repetition of the ſame Al-. 
legation and Inducements, -as often as 
Mens : Condition | return'd , co need 
them) the Pauciry of ponderous'Con- 


 _iderations. in the Ethicks , often ne-: 


ce{licaring either (D ſguiz'd: perhaps; 


| yer) Repetritions of the ſame, or the 


ſubſtirucian of thoſe that muſt be much 
Inferiour to-be New 53 ſuch Perſons as 
little admire that reiterated Employ- 
ment of the ſame. Truths,as. chey would 
to ſex a Souldier uſe a.Sword,: though 
he,and Legions many:Ages beforehim, 
have-conſtancly .made moſt uſe of that 
©; eaponz 


a 


w—— ——— hn Eee. 


capor General {encourage - : 

bis Engaging Souldiers: by tepreſent- | 3 
ing'to{ then Honour ;,;- Daty ,/iSpoil, | 
Neceſſity, : and thoſe other Knowte 
Topicks us'd by. himſelf -ar the 'Head 
of! his Army, -26 often as he had occas. 
fion to lead.it onto: fight. + Foall this 
F am invited: by 'this occafion-ro-ſub- 
_ joyn, that upon the ſcore of {Gods be- 

ing both -an Omnilcient Spirjit-ahd the 
{opreme : [Law-giver t0o- the who'e 
Creation ;: the ſame: Truths;:Counſels; 
Exhbortations, Diſſwaſions; &4: Ofcens: 
times Have;and alwayts oughtito have; 
another- ghieks Efficacy, and Prevalence 
bn a Chriftian;Rieader;, ;when he finds 
them.imthe:Sccipture,than'itche ſhould. 
' Meet with. 'thedarne-i#/the' Baoks of 
Heathen -Morahiſts ;-; though Learned 
and : Eloquents::: And certainly, thoſe 4 
thac! ich: {ach Reverence-read: the = 
Writings:of: thoſe great;/Wirs of An: - 
tiquity;/that bayve made the:greateſt, 
Diſcoveriesot Trush, hecauſerhey be-: 
leve-chem,th have been endowed with 
very: laminated Intelleuals., opghr 
to-piy: them: and 'a Book publiſhed hy 
az Omaiſcient Enditer-,::a Reverendge: 
@mewhiac; proportionate 20: the: Di-! 
bparitygf their Auchors,, Gnce Mens 

19 = 3  Elihs 
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days; To prenk ble or as 

wary Perſan | reads 'the Wiſeſt pou 
thors',i with-'a  Refle&ion that: rheyf 
may Deceive him by being 
deceiv'd; arid'undergoes a Doable FE 
bour ; ©dhe one /in Inveſtigating th 
Meaning; andthe other in Examining 
the Trach of whacthey'delivers batiin 
che Bible, parry of) the fatrerof 
chefe Troubles; forif'we fiat! theSenſe 
of:2 a: Fekr- bb: Scriprute;, 1 we' canno? 
miſs /® Trirh: 5-ibewl | 
by-clizo:Bdgk:, but whem:wo deceive 
onr:felves! hy: preſuihg the - -undeys 
ftand ir; ovvſheon 1ndeed/ we: do;.nds; 11 
ary otheriviſe-affeced to-find':the Vas 
deprertole bin 4 ſharijoy 8a 

by'ihim ;'\rhatieno 
che:Delightsand:Glories'of r5e;, i than 
— ef _ ruth Karr 
me Beggefty3Cyni awneyer 

Armiregi do taſte: rhoſs 4uſtiqus apd 
bewicching'Pleaſures , | and»needs/!nd 
grem Patſy to deſpiſe. n1 World} 
he!:judges-0f - ;che-lementtitenia 


NMarrowneſs of FA :Condiviviy allgws. 


himof the Joyesof-it} wnd>bE highs 
C: (Ebuſequenrlp: )'' his 7-Cximinarions 


themſelves 


'deceivid 
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aith 

rhat ſhould'think her ſo , barely- upon 
the Teſtimony- of- ſo incomperenr a 
Witneſs; ,{ Thus when God himſelf 
is:ipleas'd" to reveal what is' Vice or 
Virtue, Sublime or Deſpicable, Truth, 
or-'Falſhood , Happineſs/ or ' Miſety,, 
I have another -gueſs - Acquieſcence 
in-his Deciſions , thaniin the ſame mer 
with-inan humane Author,who having 
neceſſarily Fraikies / and Paſſions ,**is 
borh obnoxious to Miſtake and &@pa- 
ble to Deceive. © And'therefort 'ris no 
wonder that the ſlighting-of -God's 
Dicates, ſhould receive: ati'Aggravi- 
tion-upon:the ſcore of their beitig'Hisz 
as or Saviour gave the Prectdenicy-of 
the 'Ninivites- converted by -F oneh, to 
them that repenced not at his Preach. 
iti, becauſe he was A greierrhinJo- 


wah, Andrherefore,though'l kave'tors ai 


merly ' been no very negligene-Petuſef 
of Books of {Morality 3 yet knowing 
that” theythave' a *Power- bur ito Pets 


Frdde,, 'not' to Commant; ind that 


the:Penaltles of - Sig or Death afenot 
inſeparably! annext to che Diſobedi> 
enpe-of/:theif DEITY —_— 
$971) _L4 | 


Cperchane) Truly ytongts ye 
red ar” 4 ſomewhat ie Þ * 
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Man by. them: For. I maſtacknowledge, 

_ thar frequently: aſſuming the Liberty 
of queſtioning the Reaſonableneſ(s of 
what Humane Writers... ( whether 
Philoſophers or Fathers) aje pleag'd 
to impoſe. upon us z- I find thoſe (pe- 
cious: and boaſted Allegations, the 
Apothegms of the Sages , the Placits 
of the Philoſophers,. the Examples of 
Eminence Perſons, the pretty Similies, 
quaine Allegories, and quick Senten- 
ces, of fine Wits , I find all theſe 
Topicks:I ay , ſuch two-edg'd Wea- 
pons, that they are as ell applicable. 
ro [the ſervice of - Falſhood , as of 
Truth, and may by ready Wits be 
brought. Equally co countenance Con- 
trary: £fſe. tions. Agnd-really,, moſt 
Moraliſts , except in thoſe few Duries, 
that-nature her ſelf hath fore-ranghr 
vs .t0:2.man whoſe reſtleſs Curiofi- 
ty leads' his Enquiries to alltimes and 
Nations; . will appear little other than 
Fencers with Wit, (I mean thoſe 
that have. any) for each of theſe Po- 
pulat,;Topicks, is fuch-an Qoſolid or 
ince1ta g' Foundation ,' that: one ,man 
can; Build littleon it, thet- an-equally 
able, Antagoniſt may not. with- as {per 
"*e cious 


Y 6 l ? ir wi L, F * 
x 6 TY" 4 #6 4 > + " . A 
3; 6-3 WO WIC LIE. MED EDLE ALE. EL 
, o br W 2 . % . : [ 
mas th , 
= o = ; - + 
- _ _ c100$ ity Over- 
Y . 4 ) , tha. : "6 - 


E, 


_IS 


- found our Corruptions Sophiſters e- 


I e; 
a en ths 


 Tig8$:sv'& ion, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
. thanin a whole-Dialozue of Plgzo;| or 


ing nothing bur the true, proper, and 


Fear, «moſt of- us have /butror —ofcen = 


nongh- to elude any:\ach thing +thar 4 


had no mind we fhonld perform; -:But ij 
when I. find' any thing evjoyn'd in + ; 
the- Scripture, my Conſciouſnes-t0,, | 

its being impos'd by that Father of ,.* 
Spirits, (who has both right to enact 

Laws, which muſt be therefore-Juſt , 
becauſe he enats them; - and, Power - 

to puniſh the: Tranſgreſſion of them, 

with no- leſs than Eternal Dearhz Y'I 

then leave Roving, and ſee.where t@ 

caſt Anchor; Ichink icmy part wich- 

ont. diſpucing 'them ro obey; -his{Pr- 

ders.3. andacquieſce more in rhat impe- 


an Epiſtle of Seneca, I therefore-love 
ro build my Erhicks, (as well;as my 
Creed) upon the Rock,' and. eſfeem- | 


ſtri& ſeaie of the Scripture, (and what 
is convincingly deducible from.it) robe | 
indifpenſably Obligatory, either as (in 
matgers of meer Reyelation) to Faith 
or:PraQice, its no wonder, | if I ftudy 
God's Will moſtin that Book; wherein 


ajong 


alone I: think ir Roveal'd; and, rruly, 
findin: m'my ſelf no Motivemore juſtly 
prevalent roObedience,:chanhis Right 
to exact itthacrequires its few men/are 
more ready than'T/, ies diſtinguiſhin 
what indeed God:ſayes,from whar'Marz 
would'tnake him fay;- - And if'I allow 
.. myM£iffachlibertyro diſcernthe' crext - | 
# T fromthi Gloſs 55 1n-the' Writings'of | 
| our" VulgarIncetprerers , (of mott. of 
whole-Comments ,:'for reaſons proſe- 
| ciredlinto-another Paper; I am nogreat 
Idolater) and! evin-of rhe: Fathers of 
the Church 3 I hope I ſhall nor need 
eo rell;-7Th-ophilus ,. that/'in 'all' other 
Moralifts! wwe the tedome'ro'Like 
ot Difapprove 5 a5upon Examination, 
my impartia left Reaſowtelliſhes them; 
or afar Þ frequently fear , their'Hz- 
rangaes wilt hardly (paſs for Dertions 
Keatides;" with choſe wary" Teſters; 
8 thatlike notco be Cheated; A muchas 
| moVirmue; barchaſe: ronR'ns Ratio- 
d nal-or Chriſtians ; as well id relarion-to 
_ the Indazements;” 4570 the Natute of ( 
what ehey do/ 1 10 7 P 
Ciba LO Among: ehe 
thirtben Atticles-of the: Jewiſh Creed!; 
one acknowledges the very Expreffi: * 
bns-0f? the Law, (or * a a 
a ave 
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'Y-: Ar been infpit by God. <0Fhes CE 
'  Caying of the Rabbics'1s | 
fo Hyperbolical, asaperfinttory Rea» 
derwould inagine $«Thae mpop#ach 
{ Tile of the Liw:3/! whole: Mountaing 
4: (oh Doarine ):: bang,: 14! Gall.:nos 
| mention asany pt6ofat this;theftange . 
|  MyReenes'; they! fanfly-in: the firange 
| Accentingof- thie Ten:Commandmeors 
| Ihe Origin] | fance their {oberer 
Dodtars have .it free Dicowfe.con+ 
feis'd r0:me;'that {cis 35 much aRiddle 
to: [Them as. Us 21:Nor ſhalltJ yaltft 
uporp:the Joey reduging therwhole 
Law:to 613;.:Pteceprs Affirmative 
and;Negative, according tor the pwhb 
ber of che Leitets of.ithe Decdlogae, 
thereby \infinuating!, chat all the haws * 
char regulate Mans:Duty ate: Virthally 
Fry ru; camprix di ther&}: 
:thisRabbinida} Notion griorzed 
call; it: Whimſeys):be-.in fach Requeſt 
"among thei": 2nd {d Known to chole .: 
thar dreany: thing eonverſabnin:Fewilh = F 
Authors. 1:that: have; fomerimes:ſaf+ <4 
P pette'that the Conceſt encertaindby | 3 
morph eme \Divines that: All | 
ke:Precepes charcrelace to(anypare'ob 
T the whole! Dury of *man;\ ns He 
Gokliquerices Jecoitie from 


ts of 


p- ogue, 
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on” / of: the Pr inftructivei 
theSai —_— 
nor.ro: 
ceits.: 
fwade-a conſidering Map., is, thatbe- 
ſides thoſe more Reſplendentand Qb- 
vious Traths, wherewich rhe Scriptures 
do -evidently abound, Thereare-many 
Inſtru&ions. Exhibited: -many.Þruchs 
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—_—_— the yery:/Flowers of 'R beto- 
ri wing there; have (like the 
_ gold hack in hot Copntries points | 
the: Sun) a Virtue of hinting; the 
aſtfulleſt 2 .the: ſublimeſt Truths; : 
the Biole being in this like che Tree of | 
Life, (flouriſhiog. in the New:Feraſa- , 4 
lem) which not only afforded ſeaſonable I 
fruic,but of which the very Zeeves were g,,, ... I 
for the-bealing of "the Nations, As for 2. 


made. bold*to depxeciate the Old 'Te- 
ſtament,. by pretending, tha to Gbri= 
ſians, [the View is ſufficiege;; Jam/at 
preſenr apr to thipk,thae.che DNodrine 

of the. Goſpel, together with the Light 


Sappoſes, contains all thoſe Du- 
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felvesa more' Dictin@ and Explicic In+ 
ſtruction, chan is eaſie t0.be-colle&ed 
fromthe New; -but of tHe My ſteries 
of.our Religion, thereare many things 
deliver'd -more' Exprefly or more Ful- 
ly. in-(6me Paſſages of rhe Old Teſtz- 
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al ities, 
r0-evince how grear 2 Reverence we © + 
ay God's Word; upon” the | fingle 
core of ' its being ſo. ' Nor let uhoſe 4-3 
Diſturbances ,” with whick "the Devil - 
ſeldom fails 'to obſtruct or diſcourage | 
bur firſt Progreſs in'a Study ſo rat 
n6tis to' his malicious Ends- upon us, 
deterr us ; [for theſe are' commonly 
bur the Throws and ſttuglings of Chr; 
hew formed ins; or elſe like thoſe 
| horrid Firs and! Out-cries which pre- 
ceded” the Ejection of ' that: Unclean 
Spirit menrion'd i in the firſt of Mark: aur.r. 16 
fach Parting' Ceremonies being not 
umiſal co the diflodging: Devil 5 who 
when he finds himſelf upon. the: Point 
crc expell 'd, Hath Great Wrath, © ' ' 
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Cowſe, regains the Irradiations \ſhe 
was depriv'd of We find the Word 
of God compar'd to ſeed, (that death- 
"= leſs Seed- by: which Saint Peter ſaich 
19 20&, We are bory again) and That, we 
: Per. 1. know,may ſ{eem-for a long time as-well 
2-3- _Dead as Buridin the ground, andyer 
afterwards ſpring and grow up into a 
plentiful Harveſt. Nor muſt obr 
Proficiency any more diſpenſe with us, 
from the. being conyerſant with' the 
Scripture, than our Frailties : I will 
' uever (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) forget thy 
 Precepts.for with them thou haſt quickned 
me, And indeed, the Word of God 
is not to be uſed like active Phyfick, 
taken Once thar it may not be taken 
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eifewhere which Indeed: IC 1s p of the Soulz in 
Mt.4.4, which. ſenſeit may be literally enough 
(aid,. that Man liveth not by bread alone, 


but by every Word that proceedeth out of + 


the Meath of God. -Now as our ha- 
ving fed never ſo well and heartily on 
exccllent and Nutritive Meats Yeſter- 


day, -will not keep us 'from needing to - 


eat again Today, or - To-morrow , 
and fo Daily, as long as we concinue in 
theſe ruinons Cottages of Clays ſo in 
Spiticual refeftions/ with- Full; without 
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chtive. - Andas, generally, the more ; 

Healthy and Luſty Men are, "the fre- 

quenter and ſtronger Appetites they 

havez ſo the beſt Chriſtians, and (wit- 

neſs David) the greateſt Proficients 

18 Scripture-Knowledge , ' have the 

keeneſt' Stomachs to this Food 'of ©. _, 

Souls 5- and the vigorouſeſt Piety, by 4:3; 
a Deſuetude and NegleQ of ir; is ſyb- # ---c4 
je ro Faint and Pine away. Nor ©" 
have we juſt cavſeto repine at any En- 
- gagement to Aſliduity in the Sctip+ 

, * rares: for there are not near ſo many 

.,” Hhingsthat will Require, as there are 
h that will deſerve and Recompence a: 

F ſerious Study in a Book , where both A 
the ſtrict Senſe and the Circumſtan- " 
ces, and Expreſſions, that cloathit,are Af 
richly ToſtruRive:- like that Aroma- 4 
tical Fruit, of which not onely the Ker- 
nel is aNutmeg , bur the very inyol- 

_ ving Skin is Mace, This inexhau- 
fted faIneſs,occaſion'd char Panegyrica] 
Precept of the Rabbies concerning the 
Laws 215 98 M53 Pom Ma qan Pick - 

Tarn it over, and again turn it over , _— 
for All is ip it : Concurrently to 
which the Jew that Franſlates the 
Arabian Aporthegms into Hebrew , 
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Worlds Wiſe-men, that is proy intintat 
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The Uſefulneſs of rains Toms. gl 
is ſuch., - that we ſhould 'nog .ongly, 
have chem in. our, Poſſellion,, ug; 
in a; Readineſs ;. 2nd-2$-- David-;di-{ 


ſtreſs'd by his\ Morea Enemies ,. took: 


Goliah's Sword: from-near the-Ephbad , 


ſo Chriſtians proſecuted by, Ghoſtly; 
Enemies, ſhould be diligent, not onely; 
to have an Armory well. furniſhed. with, 
ſpiritaal: Weapons , but; to + wear: this, 
Sword of the, Spirit always-iby' their: 
fides, ro Ward and Thruſt with.. ups; 
on all Occafjonsz without needing -to- 
depend ,upon-any ſuch: ;thiog as. Con- 
cordanges, which often cannor he come 
by, ang oftger, not ſoot .cpough-ta 
keep usfrom being foyVd bythe Father, 
or the Champion of Lies. But now, 
ro engage Us. .tO, grow ready Sctiptu+ 
riſts ; it is not; onely true; That as-the 


Texts of the Bible enterchange Lighy 


'with.one another, and Ns new De- 
gree of. Sctipture- Knowledge , 4s nos. 
only an Acquiſt of ſo. = toc ann, 
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converſant with the Precepts of Lead 
Ing it pionſly. Bur ”tis'ſcarce 
more Faulty io, than Incident to, the 
froward Nature of Man, to be ever 
Quarrelling with Gods Method: of 
proſecuting his intentions z' and, (as 
if he were Wiſer than his Maker,) to 
criminate his Condu@ in his Diſpen- 
fations, Even that Excellent Perſon, 
the Gloriouſeſt of Virgins,and of Mo- 
thers, whom all Ages muſt deferved- 

Luber, ly call Bleſſed, incurr'd her Divine 

4%. Sons Reprehenſion, for an intimated 


Jobn:23, offer to alter his purpoſed Method in 


Diſelofing himſelf, - But God'is ro0 
Juſt ro Himſelf, and too Metrcifgt to 
Us. to Degrade (as it were) his Omni(- 
cience ſo-far 8s to ſuffer himſelf to be 
ſway'd againſt the DiQates of it ,, by 
ſach Purblind and perverſe Tutors-as: 
We; his goodneſs concerns him :to6 
much in our Inſtruftion, ro ſuffer him 
co let our Phanſies'endite his 'Wofd, 
To attain his own Ends,” he” makes 
choice of his own Means and Inſtra- 
ments, without needing IS 
Eyes in the Eletion, and what with 
unfathomable Wiſdone he hath been 
pleas'd to contrive for Mans Ioſtradi- 
on with a 'Graciovs ,: mak" 
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diſpor ro Cavil ar the proſenc Cot 
triyanceor Style of Scripture, would - 
beapt to rake Exc __ at any othei: 


- forſomer other it muſt necefſa» 

rity be; and vankamgindale Diver- 
ficy of bends Judgments and Pre- 
is ſuc 
ay,why Thus, a 


Why fo, and not Thus, *Tis queſti- 


onable, whether the Iſraelites were. 


greater Murmurers at Phareh in Egypt, 
- oriat: Moſes in the Deſart':'- andthe 


Children complain'd'of by rheir Com- 4. ix, 
panions in the Market-place, have had — 
eicher 'Poſtericy or Predeceſſors-in all ***'9- 


Ages; ' which have been ſtill of the 
Diſpoſicion of thoſe Jews, who impu- 
tedthe Morethan Prophets Rigidneſs 
of Virtue, to the-great Enemy of thar 
lovely Quality ; and the Greater chan 
Solomon's Condeſcentions.to the Vices 
hedefign'd them to deſtroy, Bur the 
Grear-' Phyſiction of Mankind is-to0 
Compaſſonate -atid Wiſe , to ler: his 
diftrated Patients preſcribe cheir own 
Courſe-of: Phyſick ; Or, to decline onr 
fond and peeviſh Cavils, ſhuffle or oy 

compole 


z\that as theſe now 
| hot So,others would 
in caſe of alteration'be as ready ro as, 
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Wonde;sof itha(? Lavenhoanciels q 
Spirics, that -are:fearce niore;adyaps 
eaff'd-ovier us: by their; Native; Abili+ 
ties; than'by. the-meansthey: have vob 
impiovingthem;;..;Andtbarefqre; out 
Saviont -refus'd: to Deſccnd-fromd;ithe 
Croſs ,::rhough. they: whoſe + Muhei 
ſav'd toi!fix then there,” (rhe Chief 
| Prieſts -.arid Scribes themfclues Þ:tle- 
clard that on! thoſe Teims they wonld 
believaonhim;.; And though, :wearg 
{but-coo): spr "G fancy, that-weſhauid 


: be: wonn 'to/ciour Duty ;;-if :1thWers 


Luke 16. 
3Is 


tavghr/or preſs'd infſuth or fuctacy 
yer we:may be {pleas'&:rojiremember 
thati*rwas one in-Heal {that world 
needs: thave .another> -indacs than-rb} 
Scripture,” of having-Sinners Preach 
to'; andoneim Heaven, thatzreteifing 
chemrothe Scripture, declar'd} That sf 
men heard not Moſes.and the Prophits, 
at would they-be:pexſwaded';: though 
ont roſe from the Deadzo'preach tothe, 
"Tf [ addreſt what Uavrirez' rior; £0-(0 
knelligeis a'Perfoq as(Bhroph ia tfiur 
to Promiſcyoys Qeaters,'T ſhoaldiadd 
fo po have faid bftheopremalBas 
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Leiſure giverhem/nor a... juſt Hope 
being able:ſplidly 20 vindicate.is ejther, 
toxthemſclves or athers,, Decline. 3S 
Pugh as dilcteetly they can, the. Liftens 
1g:tgObjeCtorsor ObjeRions . of 
{pre oc-yader whax.. Diſguiſe ſa-, 
ever >, againſt: chat; Heavenly Books 
eſpecially, if propos:d by. plauſible a 
infingating Wis :;;;For. ic-not, being, 
Neceflary,. i nor) indeed Poſhble), fox 
every Private Chyiſtian,;toknow,the 
Opinians, and,Reaſons of all Diſflencers 
- abour+ the. Scripture, (no, more,than 
for- &-MMEry Traveller. ro, be. 2; Geogra- 
')-Nor; requiſite t ro.the Knowledg 
vs Way,to-; Heav'n,. fo know al 
thoſe x1. _ which . they 4hat, miſs: it 
Wan 250! learn: the Fway-from 
| Dawer 40 London, need not leargghoſs 
x lead nat} xhither: }; itjs no. .Pruz 
der 9 488 a very ; probable”. Hazard 
of; Diſquieting oue's:Faith,.and.a nog 
improbable one.of Subverting, it, oy 
gatifie a; needleſs. Curioficy,s. 
bb, Which weare Delighted. bs 
being, {0 


% but which: is (date; . 
ik Delign ſeem Innocent Cool 


;\ And! frequently: , thou 
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to Hear without Believing, and: 
- your ſelf with ſomething of Wit and 
ovelty; ): yet thoſe Convyerſations 
"rarely enough prove Harmleſs z and 
(as too frequent and ſad Experience 
roclaims )- generally either abarte'a 
Dems ' of your Faith, or Qualifie 
ſome Ardor of your Love, or Leſſen 
your Reverence for that Matchlefs 
Book , or put ſome ſtrange and dil- 
quieting Scruples'into your Thoughts. 
which 'tis mach eafter to- Confure 
than to Silence, Wherefore, as in 
Infe&ious times , when the Plague 
reigns, Phyſicians uſe more ſtrialy 
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to forbid the ſmaller Excefles and Inor- . - 
dinacies of Dyet, and the uſe of Meats” 


of ill Digeſtion ,- or apt-to breed my 
Diſtemperz becauſe every petty Fea- 
ver, becomes, through rheMalighity of 


the Air, apt tO turn into the Plague: 


fo now, that An On 
ſo rite, and ſpreads fo faſt, I hope *twill 
not appear Unſeaſonable ro' adviſe 
thoſe, that tender the Safety and Scte- 
nity-of . their Faith , to be more than 
ordinarily ſhy of being 'too Ventufous 
of any Books, or Company, that may 
derogate from their Venerationof the 
Scriptures becauſe by the Predomi- 

nant 
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15. Profanen 
ons. Harbor'd of it, are prone ro dege- 
xerateinto irrelegion. ButTIfear,you'l 
think I'Preach. ET 


- | The eighth and left 0bjeion. 


And now, Theophiles, Tam arrivedat 
that pare of this Diſcourſe,, wherein-it 
will be fic roExamine the Grand Ob- 
jection againſt the Style of the Scrip- 
ture, which , though. a Philoſopher 

would not look upon, it as. the moſt 
| Conſiderableis yer moſt urg'd by many 
| þ of -its Witty , Adverſaries z, eſpecially 
£4 ſuch as are wont to. Exerciſe and Gra- | 
tifie their Phanſfie more than” theic 
Reaſon, * The ObjeRion itſelf is this, 
That the Scripture is ſo wnadorn'd with 
| Flowers of Rhetorick, and ſo deſtitute of 
Eloquence, that it is flat, and proves coms- 
monly inoffi catious upon Intelligent Rea- 
ders. Inſomuch that Divers great Wits 
and oreat Perſons, eſpecially States-memn, 
do tither Diſpiſe it, or negled# to ſtudy 
#3, And truly, the Scory is famous: of 
that Cardinal, Cwho flouriſh'd in- the 
laſt Age) chat ſaid, Thar once indeed 
he bad read che Bible, buc if-he were 
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ts 46 foughin/ Wer 5 timall Bi P 
Earinity;-''And amongſt choſe ioreat 
Orators; (#5 they thbug Eh ch ves) 
holivl kithe | ſame: Nov" -nd'Conns 
try that he did , the Cotypfaiht'wis 
ordinary, That the Reading of the Bi- 
ble unreueht them ro the Puriry'of the 
Roman Language, ; and ow ned their 
Ciceronfati'Sryle. '\And I rememb 
no vbſcute -Prince, Choagh he ſhalt 
here be"it2meleſs,: becauſe for othet 
Qualicies l honour him) in no obſcure 
Compity, difputed/ with me one day, 
2n opinida- about. the Style of /the 
Seriprure-,; #0! -which he Cardinzls 
Scorfr {was 4 Complement; ' 1: with 
theft ſawcy Expreſli ns*were but-Opnt- 
Iahdiſhs and%could} fort crols theſe 
Seas that'i inviren Enplands (which? 18 
nor {o-bappilyſever dfrotn the Wor 
Vites;\as from" trs*Cotitifient,) This 
profine Joting: {6 bokdly'that* Bok, 
Men "hal bt Judg'd by; being;if north 
Native'\3ytt at leaſt afres Detizotiof 

a2land; For'nor obely' twas bnezr 
hrs call our Ovuncf9 11a 
mou op Its : 
er 8'or [PRE -Odes « of indir 
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anpſelfibinm 

rroub?d ro meet with, were it gocthar 
I-lotrjewhar: doubt: whether this Kind 
of prophaneSayings'be notias:well Firt 
ter! as ''Worthitr to: be forgorrde? than 
Rethember'd ,/-2nd: co- be! Supprets'd 
tha etl y For (not'iro 'mentidh 
thatiche tecotding of ſuch Enopimicies 
po, an 41 ill Coripertcaropon upon Main- 

the Saviefuction ſome: Men's 
ies teteive by fach Relations, 
wi t-ſearce accountfor che'Tempra: 
tion it gives others., to imiteveuphic 
they find' ſame have'dard. ' Edt:rhere 
ire {dhe Sins” whoſe? grand: Deref: 
mentisa Kind'of Aniho, chatirhe 
. are too Horrid to kiverbhoc 
Mitted*? and Tot Wiſe! Legiflsfors 
iouohr- it barter apainlt >cerrain 
Ciitiies| to uſethe SitciiceofrheLaws 
thaw 2664 !T litwarsc'-! Phalcflergforey 
without any further Mention of _ 
dalBus Particulaciticy;take it fory 
ed, thit thete have been, anda bat 
roo! mitiy* Witiy DifzelpeBters oÞrhe 
Sel Bur: aþfor the»Wetufation 
del, which they: ate/alledp'd wicoum 
tenmnee,maty-Defedcermig he-be hate 
made again{t it-if' Ire Colfidens 
to/peftner td chac! purpoſe umbng 
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enſuing Parts of 1 my Di 
in/*tisnor the Style -of the Scripture , 
but ather Themes that are principally 
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and DireQly-treated of, Yerthat.You 
may. be. aſſiſted to referr hicher "Ow 
Parts of the following Diſcourſe, . 
are. Applicable to the matrer mer 
Confideracion, I ſhall here take-Notice 
ro You,that my Anſwers to the Obje- 
tion above'propos'd,may for the moſt 
part be reduc'd to theſe five heads of 
Argument, 

Firſt, T bat as to divers parts of the 
Scripture, *rwas not requiſite that. they 


fhould-.be :Adora'd with Rhetorical A 


Embelliſhmears. 
Next, That the Bible ſeemsto have 


wack leſs Eloquence than indeed it has, 
Wh thoſe that Read ir only in Tranſla- 


_ eſpecially the vulgar Latine Ver- 


- Thirdly, That by Reaſonof the differ- 
ing Notions, ſeveral ſorts of Men, e- 
qeculy of . diſtant Nations--and Cli- 
mates, have of Eloquencez many Paſſz- 
ges that are thoughe Uneloquente by 
Us, may appear Excellencly expreſs 
to another part of; Mankind, - -- 
"OY »/Thar there are. in- the 
Scripture 


WS. a. FA 
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ploy - -the |Ornaments® of :Language:, 
conſpicuouſly adorivd with ſuch” as 
agreeeyen with our Notions of Elo- 
quence. - 

:- And- Lily, thatiit is very fr 
from! being-conſonant; ro:Experience, 
thar*the-Sryle of the Sctiprure. does 
make ir Unoperative uporthe Genera- 
| HUryof-irs Readers, if chey benor Faul- 
| tily Indiſpos'd | to receive: Impreſſions 
trom\ir; 

* "As to the firſt of theſe; having Al- 
ready aboye declar'd, that there'ate 
t many parts of Scripture, whetein tt 
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would haye' been Improper co affett / 
Eloquence3 T -am willing to ſappoſe, 
+ — tharyou have nor yet forgor what has 
-been formerly'ſaid. . And therefore, I 
| am unwilling to derait* You on this 
2 conſideration. Yer cannot bur 
'on this Occaſton take notice to You, 
thar-we' allow all ſorts of - people Ex- 
[ preſſions proper and fitted to their fe- 
T 
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as. 
by ** 


yeral Proteſions and Themes. «How ++ 4 
- many of us can dwell;on* Lawyers s E 
'Phyticians,' and Chymiſts' Books , 
thoughoftentimes written in Terms a IS 
harſh and 7s uncourtly 3 as if thoſe 

N Rude- 


_ 


Kudeneiles, were, their Deſign ? and 
= — and Corn the Scrip- 
pture;becaule in ſome Paſſyges wethere 
-Gnd the Myſteries and other Matters 
of Religion; deliver'd ina Proper a 
Theological. ſtyle. Itemember. Mac- 
.chiavel; in the, Dedication of. his fa- 
mous Prince, after he had-(not cauſe- 
lefly ) acknowledg'd 0, Lorenzo ue 
Medici ,-(to whom this Book is ad- 
dreſs'd):that he had not. ſtuffd it with 
lotty Language, or big. Words, .nor 
Adorn'ditwith any of thoſe enveagling 
outward: Ornaments , .uſyal to other 
-Authors in-their Writings, gives this 
acconur of the Plainneſs of his ſtyle. 
{ Perche. 10 ho wolato,. 0 che weruna coſa 
ta bonori (la mia opera) o che  ſolament? 
Ia werita. della materia.,.. & 1s gravits 
del ſoegetts. la faccia .grata] that he 
thought fit either that wthing at.all [bould 
recommend his Work. or that the only Pa 
of the Diſconr[e. and the Dig, of the F 
ubjett ſhould. make it. jen v5: i/H and 
EKaQ its. welcome. If a mere Stateſ- 
man, writing to 2 Prince; upona mere 
civil, Theme, ;;could reaſonably calk 
chus3 with how much more. Reaſon 
.may God: Expe&t a welcoming Enter- 
| eaioment for theleaſt Adorn'd parts xy a 
Boo 
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.Emanation'from the Eſſential and Su- - 
preine- Truth , and of which the Con- 

- tents concern tio leſs than mans Eter- 
' nal Happineſs or Miſery ? Andifouc 
. nice Italian Criticks themſelyes , can- 
not by. the Plainneſs of Macehiavel's 
ſtyle, nor the forbidding of his Wri- 
tings by the Iaquiſicion, be deter'd 
from as Afſiduous as Prohibited a Stu- 
dy: of his Books 3 what Excaſe will 
they one day: have, that now-make the 
Unzffeced Style of Scriprure the ſole 
Excuſe of their Deſpiſiog, (or at leaſt 
neglecting) that Divine Book £ 


_ Secondly, As to the Diſadvantage The f- 


z#he Scripture receives by its not being 


tead by thoſe I now reafon with, in its the 
Originals , though I have ſaid ſome-<ighh, 


thing to it already, yet I muſt. nowre- ,,, 
ſame it into Conſideration, and repre- 
ſent, That 'tis no wonder they Reve- 
rence,not the Bible's Style , as chey 
Ought, whilſt they judge of thac of an 
Hebtew Book by cher Vulgar Tran- 
flation 5 - which ( though fomerimes 
cauſeleſly enough cenſur'd. by. divers 
Proteſtanc Divines, that would find it 
no eafie:Task ro make a: better, yer) 


| cettainly is in many Places ſtrangely 
ORE N 2 - haſh 
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Harſh and Barbarons and. by a Partial 
and unlucky affeQarion of Lirerality, 
miſſeth the Propriery both of the'He-. 
brew Speech, and of the Latine: and 
ro adhere to the Original Words": 
commonly injures its Eloquence, and: 
oftentimes: Senſe , "rendring Excel- 
lent- Expreſſions in ſuch. Upgracefult- 
ones, as would probably fright Rea- 
dets' from ir, it it could not very well 
ſpare Fine Language: ſo chat co our- 
vreſent Theme, we may not ill apply 
char Notable ſaying of AMirandula, 
Hebr i bibunt fontes, Grecirivos, Lati- 
21 paludes. The Old French Riming 
Tranflation of Yirgil, makes not the 


- 4 


. eAfneids much more Eloquent than' 


Hopkins and Sternbold have made the 
Pſalms : which ſure being Written by: 
a Perſon who (ſetringatide his Tnſpi- 
ration) was both a Traveller, a Cour-: 
tier, and a Poet, muſt -at teaſt be al- 
low'd to contain polith'd-and._ faſhion- 
able Expreſſions in their. own Lan- 
guage, how courſely foever they have _ 
been miſ-rendred in Ours. W hat Opi- 
nion the Eaſtern World -hath- of he 
ſweet ſingerof /ſracl, may appear, both 
by other Hyperbolical Fictions they 
believe of him, (whom! with Moſes, 

Feſus, 
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, Pay 
mongſt the Four Great Pro ophers) and 


' by what Xeſſess, (the fami'd 


David ſang the Praiſes of God, the See Fſal. 
Hills, ana Birds, and Beaſts therein ac- Pal = 
company'd him, Which : groſs Lite- : 
'ral interpretation of Figurative \ Ex- 


Creatures tro join with him -in cele- 


 ©ingand Eyening , the Birds alfo flock 53: 
ment be not) wricren in Hebrew, yer 


'Sryle of "the Tranſlators of- the Old 


I55 


is: I os ml a- 


Mahome- : 
tan Writer of the Lives of the Fathers) » 

Reſſens, —- 
relates concerning him, 'That when ,,;.., -* ** 


* RIP 
4p AM. 


preſſons in che” Pſalms, and of his pa- 
therical invitations to: the-inanimare 


brating their "common Creator , he 

ſeems to have borrow'd from -rhe Al- 

coran' it ſelf5 where Mahomet brings 
God in. ſaying, - © We reduc'd rhe 8ura:.;, 

5 Mountains co comply with him, who Ps; 


* ſhould join with him in Praiſes Morn- 6:, aad 


© to him 5 and theſe are obſequious ro 
* him, And though the” New Teſta- 


its Writers: being - Hebrews , have 
chiefly conform'd themſelves | to the 


Teſtament; (which whether or no ir 
conſtitute what Criticks of latefo dil- 
ute: of. under'the iname of -Zingua , 
or Dialect us: Hellzniftica, I' pretend not 
ro. -— and- char of -che Apocry- 
N 3 pla 


IST) "is 26 5 is D <« un. CRT 
&\ - t x % AF _ rg PER. 2k FR £89 SE NGTs, US "* Aa TO RE OE, "p- ſe "x 
wa , s Wer EE Ny oY © ig AS, £ RI, <3F 
: $ yl I ; 8 v 
. Ct , , i ; By: þ 
& T 
X , 
l : 
I . 4 : v 
- 
Lo 


Sn oo ers ARS. 1 SAP 
SUR Aa Eo at ff 
IIs l ads 35> oc 
- : ER 
Kos. 
* H Mi 


A HOG EE ER eed BE oa fs 
5 FaT. 


I (1 0" 
us; * 71S 
If 
iz 


wu AAR EC hens SH AAS) LS HS BREA hos nc, OE BOLL Drs e052 Ah 
: EN” , F L P Þ dit tt I") OA IIPED \ P " wy TY -= t ITO / FED : 
. } % 


Ft 'T be 


nd' other Jews Writing 
in the ſame Languages who (excepr 
perhaps Joſephus and Philo) wrote ra- 
ther, If I may 'ſo ſpeak , -an_ Hebrew ' 
than an Atrick Greek; or at leaſt, in 
2 Diale&, which (by reaſon of their 
frequent References rothe Sepruagints 
Verſion, ) abounds, if-nor with He- 
braiſms, with expreſſions Obvious. in 
Hebrew Writings, and Untrequent in 
Greek ones, | and fo reliſhes much of 
the Hebraick Style Of which,as well 
in the New as the Old Teſtament, 
thoſe we reaſon with , being ſtrangers 
co thar Primitive Tongue, muſt be 1n- 
competent Judges ; there being in the 
Idiouſms of all Languages , peculiar 
Graces, which (like thoſe moſt ſubrtil 
Spirits, which Exhale in. powring Ef- 
fences outof one Veſlel into; another) 
are loſtin moſt (eſpecially'if Literal) 
Tranſlations. and the. Haly Tongue 
being that which God himſelf 'made 
choiceof, to Dignifie with-his Expreſ- 
fions, having divers whoſe Penerrancy - 
is as little rransfuſible into:-any other 
as the Spurs dazling Brightneſs, or 
the Water of: a Diamond-:can be yn- 
derractingly- Painted ; 'and having di- 
yers'Wordsand Phraſes, whoſe Pithy: 
neis 


neſs and Copiouſneſs:;: none-in De> 
riv'd ( or other :) Langaages can 
match, ' Some-of the-Hebrew Conju- 
gatioris, -2s chiefly: thoſe call'd Hiphi{ 
| and- Hitpael',. give fignifications to 
* Verbs, which the want: of. anſwera- 
| ble Conjugations in Weſte:n Langua+ 
| ges', makes- us unable to fill-or equal 
1 without Paraphraſes;, which are. very. 
rarely ſo comprehenſive as the Origt» 
nal "Words; and (to hint, this: gpon 
the by) the Ignorance,: or not Conſi- 
. dering of this one Grammatical Truch, 
| Hhath kept men:from fully Uladerſtand+ 
/ ing, divers Paſſages of the: New Te- 
+ ſament, wherein the Greek: Tongues 
I want of 'thofe Conjugations;; ' hath 
1 made Adive: or Intranfttive:Verbs, be 
| us'd in a Tranſiiive or Reciprocal fig- 
| nification;” :How impertigently Men's 
Ignorance of its Originals: may make 
them cenſure the Scripture, I bad once 
| occafionto takenoriceof, by findings 

famous Commenrator, one Sainr Paw! 
+ of impropriery-of Speech; in the be- 
' _ ginniingof. that,-which:: is commonly 
I chonght to be-his firſt Epiſtle ro.the 
Theſſalonians,” but by the Learned Gro- 
ftius.(in his Paradoxes, De Antichriſto,) 
norimprobably eſteemed r0- be his Sev 
»2 N 4 cond , 


« % % 
%. "_ 


ds od » "P31 x; 4 dl % » o 
LES ads Hoe En nt CES Py 4 23408 FE AEST 0 n 
, YE 5 EIN TONS I IRE X'y- "6.0547 be 
; Wo EMS +2 
rl x4 Ad - 
- 4. Z o 
4 
C 5, L 
6 - TP 
: . 
s 


ASE EU 


* Na? . < « SAdUARY 
WY, PETIA... OILY: 72 
: Fe 7 


[OOEIIET TR TEIS-If £ 12 ne" k OR) COEREY- akin. RY Wake IO bay SORTS of 4 Broth ts wh Fed he tt hr aro be. TR" . - 
ig ; : Re dan IR A ba dots oO 6 8 Os! WO ts, 53, t/a Roth x53. lo IR KEY - > is "LOIN TRE” > "I * 503 i 
pee Att rn RI _ " un A , be _ n ——_ . 
n -\ = . , : - 4? ol A Sa TH 
7 ” * by EOF . " 7 4 C 4 1 Q £ Os "e ” _ je R X 
> - , e » d 2 Le! PE. hos 4, bd he rho 
Y af : 8 > AE 4 if 0 : y EX 4%; 
» : Ys 
-— . D ', þ 
ſ - ! ws. 
- = 
3s F 
Bos | 
% , "Wa 
—_— ( 


the ot ba bettualati wat AC GBs 68 wn, Heh. et 
5 bn ' CN Ie" _ ——_—_ MA oe MY os . . | gan nd lv _—_ ” "oo Pe . "TY 
: 7, 


| pa Greek Words &< 0) W.1y nw 79.9 0 atyG 


The 
Third 
Anſyer, 


ſap OE ja ce inftead. voy the 


F wel: | whichi-ourshave rightly- Eng- 
liſhed , from you ſounded ont the Word'y 
he found ia his Franſlation',: 4 wobis 
diff amatus iſt ſermo, nor knowing Payl 
to- have Written in Greek, hewould 
needs cotrect him for having Written 
Diſſamutus- eft, inſtead of Divnlgatus 

eſt. 
Pp Thirdly, We may yet Caiokies 'con- 
ſider Thar: as ro many Paſſages: of 
Scripture accus'd of nor appearing E- 
loquent to- Exropean Judges, it might 
be juſtly repreſented, T hat the Eaſtern 
Eloquence- differs. widely. from the 
Wefſtern;”: 'In-:thoſe purer Climares, 
where - Learning, thar is here bur a 
Denizon, was a Native ;. the moſt 
cheriſh'd and admir'd Compoſures. of 
their Wits. if judg'd\ by Weſter 
Rules of Oratory., will be judg'd' de- 
ſtirute6f it, Their Dark and involv'd 
Senrences , their Figurative and Paray 
bolical Diſcourſes; cheir: Abrupt. and 
Maim'd way: of exprefſingthemſelves, 
which often: leaves: \much © place-: to 
Gueſles: ar the Senſe: and:their. heg= 
le& of connefing Tranbitions,s which 
oftedr —— us at a lofs' for the _ 
| | tnod 
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roricians do not more generally.Diſlike, 
than their-PraQtice : yet -being per- 
haps lictle leſs Diſparity in our Opini- 


ons. than -jn .our- Wayes of 


Wri- 
ting 5. for their; Pens; - (as if it were. a 


Preſage of-the different Changes: the 
Jews. and Greeks have made in point 
of: Religion) -movye from 'the Right 
hand.towards. the Left ; our's. (there- 


in-imitated; by thoſe of the Brbjopinys) 


from the Left towards the Right z {0 
thar we think they write Backwards , 
and"they , that-we do. Of this dif- 
ference-of the Notions, that. the Ea- 
ſtern -and Weſtern Colonies of the - 
Sons of: Adam have harbour'd concern- 


ing Eloquence, I ſhall need co 


tion butrone inſtance , that one is {o 


men- 


remarkable : and. that's the Alkoran, 
How:::much - the Mahometan World 
boaſts the Eloquence of that Book, 


can ſcarce be-unknown to thoſe 
_ have;(though/buc a lictle) bufi'd 


thar 
their 


Cutiofity .in that ſort of ' Enquiries. 
The-Ableſt Arabian. Expoſitors,, and 
ocher Authors;tell us; that allthe. Wir 
and:Art of Men and Dzmons , would 


be unable to hinder chat Book 


«4; a 4 


from 


being 


Beidavi,, 
Ahme- 

dibn, E- 
dris, and 
others. 


Rs. 
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Surat.x, 
S. 11,and W 
S. 17, 


beirig * Marchleſs3'-*Ma 
ges init, he defy's its Oppolers to e- 
qual one' Surat or Section of it, and 
ſeems to make its Peerleſneſs an Argu- 
ment of irs nor being | barely Hu- 
mane Authority : and the' Saracens 
preſs'd with their Religions being de- 


= ſticuce of arreſting 
Etf uihil prater 


Wy * 5 
F a -if" P % 4 
: - & D 3; 
5J : .*” F 6 
+ : 
met 11 Þ 


as ſo proud of it,that in fome”Paſſi- 


ſolum Alkoranum (ad- 
duxiſſet,) ſatis hoc ſo- 
ret adeximiam excel! - 


' lentiam ſuprareliqua, 


que Prophete addux- 
erunt: namille Mirg- 
culum eft,quod inſecu- 


1a durat pre omnibus . 
aliis Miraculis, H.-- 


Hotting, Hiſt. Orient, 


Miracles, will nor 


cruple roreply,thar 


though there were 


no other: Miracle to. 


manifeſt-the Excel- 
lency of their Reli- 
gion above - that 
taught by che Pro- 


4ging circiter 300, 5 | 
"E Y phets, yer the Alco- 


Yan it ſelf were ſufficient as” being a 
Laſting Miracle that tranſcends all o- 
ther Miracles. How Charming: its 
Eloquence' may 'be in its Original, I 
confeſs my ſelf too unskiltul in' the 
Arabick Tongue, 'to'be a competent 
Judge ; my other Studies and. Di- 
ſtrations having made me forget-moſt 
of the little Knowledg, I og Rem ac- 
quir'd of that flouriſhing Language. 
But thongh the: Alkoran have/ſtolen 
to0 much from the Bible, not to con- 
rain 


tain:dipers Excellent Things; (which 


is-one Inducement to me to cite-it the 
oitner) yet certainly, not only the-An- 
tient Latin. Verſion- of:ir,, -made-by 
orders of the. Abbot Petrus Cluniacen- 
fis, and publiſhed in the Laſt Age, by 
the Procurement of 3ibliander , (and F- 5c4li- 


| ; "has = Epiff. 
of which this is the Grand: Critick ene 


Scaliger's Exclamation, Dewm immor- Theod. 


talem, quam inepta eft YVulearis illa, _—_— 


un habemns , Interpretatio ? ) would c i Tiru- 


catce by our : Ewropeey Orators be {4#Fier 
thonghe ſo much as of kin to Elo-- zjopune- 
quent; butthe Recent Trapſlations I 4is.p2g-2, 
have ſeen of it in French, and (asto 
divers of it, in) Latin, claborated by 
great Scholars, and Accurate Arabi- 
cians, by-making it very Conformable 
to its Eaſtern Original , have not fo 
rendred ir, but that Perſons that jadge 
of Rhetorick'by the Rules of ir cur- 
rent .in-theſe Weſtern Parts of the 
World, . would inſtead of extolling it 
for the Superlative , not allow it the 
Poſitive Degree of Eloquence 3 would 
think the Style as deſticure of Graces, 
as the Theology of Truth 3 and would 
poſlibly as much Admire the $4racey's 
Admiration, as they do the Book, 
And hor only what I haye ſeen of the 

Eph Eminenr 
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762 Conſideratſons touching the 
Eminent (Eaſt-Indians, 'is ſtrangely in- 
congruous' to''' our Notions 'of: Elo- 
quences bur what- I have peros'd' of 
the: Famous Literats (as-they call the 
Learned Men) of 'China ,*thoughwrit- 
ten with Great Care by. the Authors, 
and (as'it ſeems) Tranſtated' with -no 
Leſs by the Knowing Interpreters , 
would, to an ordinary Ewropean Oraror, 
appear + rather ridiculous - than Elo- | 
quent. : Buttco content ourſelyes'with |! 

the Examples we” formerly ſeleCted 
out. of: the leſs Remote Parts of- the 
Eaftz Since Mahomet, whoſe: Elo- 
quence (almoſt as: Proſperous as his 
Sword) was able to bting Credit and 
Proſelytes even to ſuch a Religion as 
His: fiace Moſes, that ſo Celebrated 
Legiſlaror, bred up in the Refining -_ 
Court, and all the Fim's Wiſdom of 
the Egyptians; fince Solomon , who | 
had ſuch Incommunicable Advantages 1 
to improve himſelf, and whoſe Wil- 
dome (eſteem'd capable co have Go- 
vern'd more Kingdoms than his had 
Subjects ) the - Weſtern World nath, 
for ſo many ' Ages Admir'd , and the 
Eaſtern, a not Idoliz'd: and fince 
the Propher Dazitl, whoſe Promiſing 
| Youth Was not only Cultivated by the 
14 In- 
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Chaldean Sages 
- bur Enjoy d che Diviner Tutorage'o 


; 


' Gods Spirits. -and whoſe *Martchleſs 


Abilities well; d him from:a Captive; 


' 4 ro. be'the Chief as well of the Chaldean 


Wiſe-men , as the: Median Princes: 
ſince. cheſe Applauded Writers, Iſay, 
whom- the- Eaſtern Nations fo Much 
and'ſo. juſtly- admir'd, by many of our 
Latinifts are not thought Good: Wri- 


1 rers, becauſeiof our Differing Notions 


of -Eloquence; nay, if amongſt Zuro- 
pears themſelves, Cicero hath found 
-Many . Cenfurers, and a Book hach 


- been 'publiſhed to prove that Tully 


was not Eloquent ; may not we Ratio- 
nally enough ſuppoſe, that the Grecian 
and:/Roman Style amongſt the-Eaſtern 
Writers, may-not be much berter re- 
liſh'd than {their's is amongſt us'; and 
thar conſequently;in thoſe parts of the 
Sctiptare whoſ& E'oquence 1s not Ob- 
vious to us Emnroprans, the Pretended 
Want of  Eloqueice may: be (but: a 

Differing -and' Eaſtern kind of it? 


Specially, if we conſider, thatthe Ati- 


rienteſt Writers in Proſe now:.exraint 
amongſt ns, were ſcarce contemporaty 
tothe lareſt: Writers of the Old 'Te- 
ſtament; and yer that Eloquence, the 
Dreſs 


5 


7 4 
bk "7 
A £ 


Dreſs of our Thoughts, like the Drels * | 
of onr Bodies , differs not only in ſeve- 


ral Regions, bur in ſeveral Apes. W 


And oftentimes in Thar, as in Attire, 
what was lately Faſhionable , is Now 
Ridiculous; and what now makes'a 
Man look ltke a Courtier, may within 
theſe Few Luſtres make him look like 
sn Aritick: though how purely'tis the 
Mode that makes ſuch things appear 
Handſome or Deform'd, may;be readi- 
ly. collected from che. Viciſficudes ob-. 
ſervabie in Modes; Men by intervalls 
relapſing into Obſolete Faſhions, That 
chereareGrear Changes in that Mode 
of Writiog men commonly 'miſtake 
for Eloquence, I ſhall produce nole(s 
Nloſtrious a Witneſs than'Sexeca, who: 
ic his hundred and fourceenth Epiſtle, 
(to omit other Paſſages in his Works) 
nor only proves it. at large but ſhows, 
chat in ſome Ages, even the Faulty 
wayes of Expreſſion, conſpir'd in:by 
the Wits of thoſe Times, have paſs'd 
for Eloquence, The Scripture Style 
then , though ic. were noc Eloquent 
Now. may have excellently ſuired the 
Genious of | thoſe. Times .its Several 
Books were written in3 and have been 
yery proper for thoſe People ir — 
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1f 1 would preſume ro be Paradoxicalin A tore 


a thing ſo little pretend Skill in,as Es Piereil- 
loqueance.I might furcher repreſenc on cerning 
this occaſion ,, That. Rhetorick being the Art of 
but an Organical or. Inſtrumencal Arr, *-'®- 
in order Chiefly to Perſwafion, or De- 
light, its Rules ought to beeſtimated 
by their Teadency , and Commenſu- 
rateneſs to. its Ends and.conſequent- 
ly, are to be copform'd to by a, Wile- 
man, , but ſo far. forth as he. jadgerh 
thein Seaſonable and Proper to Pleale 
ar.to Perſwade: which, when he ſees 
he..can do better by declining them, 
thanby Practifing.chem, (as .Orators, 
like Hunters, muſt oftentimes leave the 
moſt Beaten Paths, if they. will not 
loſe their Game). he ſhould not {cru- 
ple to_ prefer the End tothe Means; 
che Scope of the Attiſt, co whacthe 
| Schools are pleas'd ro call the Scope of 
the Artz and to think it more Eligi- 
 blecoipeak Powerfully , chanto ſpeak 
Regularly. - And we may hence confi- 
der, that-it may be ſomewhat Inconfi- 
derate to judge of all Eloquence, by 
the Rules of it that Czceree's Admirers 
| .mpole on us5 and confound, their 
_ - Syſtems of Precepts with the Arc of 
Cp Me 7-9 Rhetorick, 


WM of the ate extent: For Cicerp he: 
Ing reputed *(and that DeſervedlyJan 
Eloquent man,'/arid very ſucceſsfuF in 
Perſwading ' his thus © and*thus-quali- 
fy'd Heirers; divers, whoſe Modeſty 
or- Deſpair kept chem from aſpiring t to 
more than Imiration,' obſerving that 
Tally often made uſe of ſuch and ſuch 
a Contrivance, and'ſuch and fuch Fi- 
gutative forms of ſpeak 8 > took rhe 
pains to -rednce thoſe Obferyations in- 
'x0Rulles, which being highly applan- 
ded by their Succeflors; and by them 
rectuired wirth- ſorne Refembling Rules 
drawn fromthe Praice of a few orher 
Otators , wereafterwards compil'd in- 
r0.an Arc, which-as I deny not to be 
2 great Help to rhe imiration of 7a{ly 
and Demoſthenes, or thoſe others from 
whoſe Strufture' and Faſhions *'of 
ſpeech ſuch Tnſticutions have been 
drawn, fo I ſhall no more take itfor 
a Complete Syſtem of Rhetorick,than 
any Inftruftions deducible: from "the 
Foutnals 'of Splamens Tatthiſh Fleets , 
and*from-rhe Grecian and Romaps 
_ Sea-voyages, for the crue- and entire 
Arr of Navigarion. For if orhier 
_ Perſons, cicher by-an' Endowment or 
Improve» 
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nd.0-- 
and 


F "hors Happy 


himſelf Oblig'd to be by the Rules or 


Practice of Antient Navigators $ 
w#hoſeMethods and Yoyages, had he 
not boldly ventur'd to vary frotn, and 
paſs beyond ;'' how Vaſt and Rich a 
Portion of the Wotld had his - Con- 
formity left undiſcover'd ! And on this 
occaſion, Theophilus, I muſt mention 
one thing that T have obſerv'd which 
perhaps you will not ehink either De- 
ſpicable or Impertinenc : and ir is; 
Fhar-rhough the People. of Chize be 


eſteem'd the moſt Numerous, the moſt 


Flouriſhing, and (very tew, if any,ex- 
cepted) the moſt Civiliz'd Nation in 
the World; though amongſt chem 


the greateſt part of Preferments be 


zttainable by Verbal Learning , and 
though they haye Books in their Lan- 
guage ' (how Well written, I know 
of them) 
of almoſt all:kind of | Liberal Arts and 

Sciences yet I find by the late Tra- 
| O yellet 
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Kin -0- 
rature, that this Populous and Tngeni- 
ous Nation, that has been ſolong ſer- 
led in a Flouriſhng Condition, ' and 
more than-'any .other People allows 
Encouragements and :Recompences to 
Learned Men, has not car'd.to receive 
R hetorick into the number of their 
Arts and Sciences, preſuming, as one 
may gueſs , that the Confinigg Mens: 
Exprefſions to Eſtabliſhe-Rules would 
not be ſo like to Enable thoſe ro ex-. 
preſs crhemſelves Eloquently; that Na- 
ture has Indiſpas'd ro doſo, as to Hin- 
der others from exprefling themſelves, 
as well, as; were they lefc to their full 
liberty, they would do. -I will not-fay; 
nevertheleſs, that our ſtrict Ciceront-- 
an Rules, are Cratches that may be 
He)ps to Weak or Lame Phanfies, bur. 
are Cloggs or burdens to Sound nd: 
Attive: onzs: but; this I obſerve, that 
| theſe Uropian Laws of: Qratory, are 
3 ſc}dome rigorouſly impos'd by -any.,: 
By that publiſh other Books that may be 
examined by them: and. that Wiſes: 
men, 25 well in the Weſt, as inthe. 
Eaſt, -wiil' not eaſily. loſe Good: 
ks "Thoughts, 
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> dire hor prongs co Ther, | 


And this-I.che rather preſs, becauſe 
I have found but too many ſo blindly 
 Servile, as to imitate without Diſcre- 
tlonor Reſerve in applauded Authors, 
as well the Bad as the Good, create 
ſuch Artiſts Errors , Rules. of Arc ; 
and make one mans Particular Phan- 
fies, or perhaps failings, Confining 
Laws to others; and convey them as 
ſuch to their Succeeders, who. are af- 
terwards bold to miſ-name all Unob- 
ſequiouſnefs to their Incogitancy,Pre- 
ſumption z-as Semecs ——Hac vitie. unus 
cells us of divers Im- #/#4#is inducis , jub 
| quo ung eloquentia 
perteCtions of ſtyle, cſt: careri imnaniars 
which being familiar Gter dlteri rradunt 
ro' ſome One, whoar 57 Saluttio vigenre 
that time hath .the verba- ante exſpeta- 
Vogue for 'Elo- 1 reeving, furre 
quence, are upon pro cultu, Seneca E- 
his Score, copy'd by ### 14+ 
his Imitators , and [by them Tanght 
co others: As; (ſayes he) when Sallof 
fouriſhed , his Style made Maimed 
and Abrupt Sentences, words Surpri- | 
_ ſingly lege Bs ed, ard an Obſcure 
Breyity Sg for Ornaments? and in- 
deed, 'tisnot uneaſie for any man-to 

| © 2 obſetvy, 


bo. 8 
EE 22. + 


obſerve; hover Wen f Cry'dap: 
 Rheroricians , cry'd up for- Flonarsof 
Rhetorick. _ But having. already") wan 
dred., p-rbaps, too farr in this Di- 
grefhion , I ſhall now. conclude ir, -— | 
though, fince, cis for the Scripture, and 4 
withits Enemies that I am cortending, | 
E ſhall venture to do it, with minding | 
our Cardinal, and choſe thar ſo Under- 
value the Scriptures wayes of Exprefſi- © || 
on, in Compariſon of -7xlly's. becauſe | 
his Books do ſo Regularly Expreſs the | 
Rules of Eloquence; that 'tis no mar- 
vel they ſhould find Cicero's Wri- 
' | rings 10 be ſ{o Conformable to their | 
laws of Art, whilſt they frame + 
thoſe Laws of Art our of his Wri- | 
LIngsS. 

But, Theophilus, I fear I have de- - 
raind you too long in a Digreſſion | 
whereinnto I f{lipr but Occaſionally, © 
which is not ſo neceſſary to. my pre- 
ſent Argument, but thatT am concent 
You ſhould look upon che Paradox as 
avy thing rather than'an- Opinion or 

,,*  Reaſoning- whereon .I lay any Great 

Anſwer [{treis. 

wo the Tn the fourth plack then let me re-. 

Objcai- Preſent to You, Thar there are very: 
E > ,,. ban; it BIR Books inthe World, that. 
=. ate 
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there being few Tropes or Figures in 
Rhetorick , of which Numerous Ex- 
amples are not collecible our of the 
Expreſſions 'of- Holy Writ. I inſiſt 


- not upon this, becauſe a bare Cata- 


logue of the Rhetorical P:ſſages I 
could eriumerate , would. roo: much 
yell an Eſſay 3 :and I aminform'g, 


that Task: hath. been already Proſpe- 
-roufly; undertaken by Abler Pens. 


Wherefore I ſhall now only fay,thac 
the: Eloqhence: of: the Scriptare hath 
been highly Celebrated by no ſmall 
Numberof Perſons, highly celebrated 


.for Eloquence 3 and that many, who 
thought themſclves as Inrelligert in 
. Qratoty ; as thoſe thac Centure the 
Scripture, have ſuſpeted their own 
| Elaquence of Inſafhciency , worthily 
'to/;Extol thatof the Prepher E/ay 3 


and ſome of them, (amongſt whom [ 
cannot-but Name that Excellent Prince 
of Mirandula, whom even the greaceit 


Rabbi of chis 2 ge, fy!es the Phoenix 


O 3 | of 


\ 
+ 
Menaſre 
ten ljrg- 


&!, 


no. More vs in which : 
. there-15 «greater Plenty of Figurative 
Expreffions;than inthe. Bible, Though 
this may feem Strange, 'ris no more 
than .may be made Good by: maze 
'than- fome Hundreds of Inflances ; 
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jo his A — after Fab ng Ur 
tisfiedly. ved, thorough all - 
of Hamels Volumes,have Refted-and 
acquieſc'd only in theſe Divine Ones ; 
which will nota little Recommend the 
Scripture, ſince we may apply: to 
Books , what an Excellent Nang layes 
of Miſtrefſes, | 


Mr. Wat- "Ts not that which firſt we love. 
ter, © But what # aying 1 we approve 
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That we e expreſs the higheſt value 
of. Andindeed, the beſt Artiſts ma- 
king Two Parts of Oratoryz The One 
which confiſts in the Embelliſhments 
of our C onceptions,and the Other thar 
cor.fiſts in the Congruity of them ro 
our Deſign and Method , and the 
ſuitable Accommodation of them ta 
the various Circumſtances 'conſidera- 
ble inthe Matter, the Speaker,and rhe 
Hearers 5 this latter is pecuiiarly and 
Tnimirably. pratis'd in the Scripture z 
and -as much of the Former {which is 

ot onely. leſs confiderable, - bur is 
changeable and unagreed of, as we 
haye Newly ſeen, is made uſe of; as 
js requiſite to the Authors purpoſes , 
and to manifeſt that Delicacy: or 
Smooth- 


naw” 2, 
. GW 
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yof-his Style; bur becauſe-in 
les it would be Tncongruous 


-£0 his Deſign. ' And wheretheſe Ver- | 


al Ornametics are Spar'd,vhey are nor 


* Mid; for as there are ſome Bodies 
- 1o'well fhap!d-andfaſhion'd; thar. any 
. Cloaths: become” them. much beter 
- than the moſt- fine'and graceful would 
:do Orditay*® Cmuch+more Crooked 


or Miſhappen): Perſons 10 there are 


Writi $, whoſe-Matter and:Structute 
"are ſuch ; that the Plaineſt Language 
-cant ſcarce:Mi(-become them (o, as to 


hinder themfrom Eclipfigg a Trifling 
or B-march'd Subjet, with the Spru- 


-ceſtand'/Gaudieſt Ex Expreſſions that can 
be laviſh'd on it. - 
'thae-this Florid Eloquence, is Great in 


tithe: Truth is, 


many Texts, where 'tis not ar all Con- 


#picuous,” being Hiddenin the Matter 


(as in 'Roſes of Diamonds,» the Jew- 


-els oftentimes keep us from minding 
: the Flower and the Enamel) and ap- 


pears not Great, bur becauſe'tis nor 
the Greateſt... Some. famous Writers. 
have Challeng'd Demoſthenes and. Ci- 


Fero}, to compare with the Prophet 


Eſay; in whom they -have-not.only Ad- 


Mit wird thar Lofty. Strain. which Arrilts 


O 4 have 
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erm'd the Sublime 'Charadter ,; 
bur even that Harmonious Diſpoſition 
and Sound of Words,” ( I mean 10 
their Original): which the French prec- 
tily call, £4 cadente des Periodes: | 
W herefore, Theophilus,. whereas: I 
have formerly acknowledg'd that.there 
are ſome Witty Men that ſpeak- very 
DiſreſpeRiully gf-che Scripture, 1 hope 
that if You meet with aby ſuch, You 
will cor fider,, That it has among the 
Wits, as well Celebratrais,, and Ad- 
mirers., as :Diſregarders; _ And thar 
You may think this'Deſtre of; mine 
the mote Reaſonable;be pleas'd co con- 
ſider with me, Thar'there.are Dives 
things which ought to Leflen the Au- 
chority of the Diſparagers -of the 
Scripture, inthe caſe under Confide- 
ration, | T 
For fi:ſt,, how Few of them think 
Y«u, are wont to Readitin its Qrigi- 
pals, and how much a leſs Number is 
thcre of thoſe who. both. know and 
duly conficer all thoſe Particulats re- 
preſented in. the paſt Diſcomſe on the 
behalf of the Scriptures 'Sty!e 9 $0 
that-in a great many Men of Parts, 
their Uncervaluaticn of the Scripture 
prcceeds not from their having Great 
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Wits, buc fromt.cheir nat. having a 


Competent Information-of what can 
- 'bealledg'd for its Juſtification. 


- | Buc chough we ſhould fuppoſe 
thoſe we ſpeak of nor to want Infor- 
mation, yet we may well ſuppoſe ma- 
ny of them not ro be fice from Vanity 
and Envy there (carce being any'faalc 
fo incidenc co great Wits,; as the Am- 
bition- of. being- thought ftill more and 
more ſo, and the Unwillingneſs thar 
any Compoſutes bur their Qwa, . or 
thoſe they, have-a Hand in ſhopld be 
Celebrated: as 1f -all Praiſes were In- 


Juricys tothem, that ate given toany 
' - other, |. Ir, need be no..great. wonder 


then if (o Excellent aPook as the Scrip- | 
116, have as well Enviers , as. Admi- 


| pers: .and- if there be diyers who.Ca- 


vilatic, and ſeem to: Underyalue it, 
out-of a Criminal fondneſs of the: 0- 


yer-ambicion'd Ticle of a.W:t, . which 


they hope to acquire by Unherding 
and-Keeping out of the Road;,. and 
Owning their being able to Slighe and 
Diſgrace that. which ſo-many othess 
Reverence and Venerate. 

Bur thirdly, It is ſufficiently Noto- 
riaus', that of che Oppoſers of the 
Scripruf, there is, a great part woe 

| | 4- 
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Vanity and Envy though no'ſmall þ 
Faults}, are nottheir greareſt Crimes ; 
bur who liveſo Diffolurely and'Sqan- 
daloufly; that the Suſpicion cannst but 
be'obvious, that ſuch decty the Scti- 
prureforfear of being Oblig'd(at-leaſt, 
tor meer ſhame) ro live more! copfor- 
mably to it, Andthat'twere noflan- 
der to affirm ir*ro-be their Tntereſt , 
not their Reaſon, thatmakes them find 
fault with a Book that finds {0 'mwch 
fault with. them; - And they who are 


 fenfible of: the Truth of 'that of 'oar 


Saviour,where he ſayes, That many love 
Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe 
their Deeds -are Evil : and that Hethut - 
doth Evil; hateth'tht" Light, neither co- 


meth 16 the Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould 


be rrprov'd, will not be much movidto 


- nd Conſcious Malefaors find" fault 


with the Staruce-Book' , but willrather 
look upon theſeSinnersCenſures ofthe 


Scripture ," as Apologies they judge 


neceſſary to Palliare their Sins, or-'as 
Ads of Revenge, for their being'ex- 


pos'd in all: their Deformity ro the 


Eyes of the World, and'of their own 


Confciences, inthe Bible: and'(con- 


ſequently ) will be-1nclin'd to' Think, 
that” their Irreligious Expreſſions go 
| rather 


s aan” 


| - Men/Believeof Them, than what they 
j Believeotf the Scripture, byſeeming 
fo Slight which, they hope 'to have 
their Vices imputed rather ito. 'a Su- 


Argument , 'but(t0 E 
- in Davids Words 


"#POW AS Wits, 


hoe they: would "a 


jority of their - Reaſon over thar 


| of others, chan a Setvicude"of cheir 


Reaſon rotheit Paſſions. - 


A long 


. Here 1 thought to paſs 0 to another Digreſſ- 


xpreſs my 


p "or on —_—_ 


) White! was mU- ——_ 
ang, the fire burn'd, and my Zeal for it re- 
-the Scripture, rogetber withthe Chari- 


/ Jares to 
the Scrip- | 


11.it has: taught me to Exerciſe ev'n ture. 


with either Silence or Languid- Reſent- 


- ments, 30 ſee. how much that Incom- 
| pearable Book loſes of the opinion of 


diſcerning Meu, upon the 4c- 
count Og Diſ-reſpefFs ; who are 
( whet Deſervedly or not,” look'd 
: And therefore to mhat 
1 have Repreſented to Invaliaate the 


- Authority "of theſe Few Perſons , 0- 
 'therwiſe Truly Witty, that Underwalue 


the Scriptare, 1 am oblig'd to aald, 
that b: ſides Them, there is a Xeder 
of thoſe that ftight the 'S cripture 


who are but Look d upon 4s Wits , 


with- 
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. nitboat being: ſuch Tadeed + * Nay, 


who many of them: would not oo 1 


much as Miſtaken for ſach , bit for 


the ' boldneſs they take to. Own Slizht- 
ing of the Scripture , ' and t0 Abvſe 
the Words: of it, to Irreligians Sen- 
ſes, and perhaps paſſene 19 the Impu- 
dence of Perverting Inſpir d Expreſ- 
ſions , te deliver Obſcene Thoughts, 
But to Knowing and Serious. Men, 
this Prevaricating with the Scripture 
will neither Diſcredi It, nor much 
Recommend the Prophane  Preva- 


Ficator 3 for a. Books being capable of 


being ſo Miſ-us d, is too Unavoidable 
to be a4 Diſparagement. 10 it, Nor | | 
will any Intelligent Reader Onderwua- 
lane the charming Poems of. Virgil or 
of Ovid, becauſe, by ſhuffling ard 
Diſguiſing the E xpreſſions,[eme'French 


Writers bave of Late been 'pleas'd 


out of Rare Pieces ro Compoſe whole 
Books ef what they call, VersButle(- 
ques, | D:ſignd by their Ridicu- 
lanuſneſs to make their Reeders Sport ; 
And on the Other ſide, to Abuſe 
Diſmember d Words and Paſſages 
of ary Author 19, Meanings he mere 
Dream dof, is a Thixzg ſo Eaſie, that 

almoſt 
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If, | 
{ i 26-Talk at that Prophane Rate, that - 
or ff will-but allow bimſelf the, Sawcineſs. 


it- | to. ad) fo. . And indeed Experience 

ſe | ſhows, that if this Vice it. ſelf uo 
= not make its PraGiſes (uſpeted of 
w 4 the being Neceſſotons of the Duality, =_ 
ſ- | they put it- 0p t0. be thought Maſters ; oþ 
5, of ,. yet at leaſt Perlons Intelligent , : 
A and. Pious, will not be apt to Yalne 
e any - Diſcourſe: as truly Witty , that 
h | caxnot- Pleaſe the Fancy without Of- 
- {| fending the Conſcience , 'and will ne- 
f | wer Admire. his Plenty that cannot 
e | makean Entertainment, without Fur- 
y niſhing ont the Table with Unclean 


Meats : and Conſidering Perſons will 
- | - ſcarce think. it a Demonſtration of 4 
; Mans being a Wit, that he will ven- 
\ | tareto be Damm to be thought one. 
And that whith Aggravates theſe Mens 
Ptophaneneſs, and leaves them Excuſe- TY 
— it, as, that there are Few of "I 
theſe Fools, (for ſo the Wiſc-man calls 
them that Make a Mock of Sin - py, ;,, 
that have ſaid in their Hearts that :. 
there is no God; or that. the Spripure 
is..not. his Word. Their Diſ-reſpet#, 
io-the Scripture ſpringing from their 
94" 8 = V anity 
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 Exa®s the Title of. Wit from onr 
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Jadements, and that which but Ap- 
ears. ſuch to;onr Corruptions, And. 


how often the __— we Cenſure 


is' of the Latttr ſort, they need not 
be Inform'd that have Obſerv'd, how 
Many. will talk wery Acceptably in 
Derogation of Religion , - whom npon 
other Subjetts,their Partialleſt Friends 
acknowledee very Dall; and wha are 
taken notice of for Perſons that ſel- 
dome [ay any thing Well , but what 
tis 11. to f/f And. queſtionleſs 4 
there is no_ Small Number of the(e, 
Scorners, whoſe Cenſures' of the Scri- 
Ptares Style are little leſs guilty of 


 Preſumption than Profaneneſs,  Thave 


of. late, years met with divers ſuch 
Fain Pretenders , who bluſh not to 
talk .of | Rheterick more Magifterially 
than Ariſtotle: or Tully would;, and 
ſepercilionſly to Deride , in Compa- 
riſors of their own Writings and theirs 
who Write. like them, not the Bible 


only, but the moſt Venerated Authors 


of Atiquity 3, and; 10 uſe Afaph's 0,1 .. 
Wards ; They ſpeak lottily, they ſets, 9.” 
"ORRIS © | cacelr 


" 


i 
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their mouth againſt the Heaveis, ant 
their Totigie walketh' thorow the 
Earth; th: ſpeak Arirogantly and Cen*___ \ 
foriouſly both of God and Men; whilſt, * 
themſelves oftentimes Underſtand” no. 
Toneue but their Mothers , and are 
Strangers enough to Rhetorick , not t0 
knew the Difference brtwixt 4 Trope 
and a Figure, betwixt a Proſopopiea 
ard" a Metaphore, or betwixt a Cly- 
wax and a Mttonymy. Nor" 18 our 
: Wonder like to ceaſe, to find theſe Trap: 
I | ſcendent, Wits, ( as they are pleas & to 
: think themſelves,) ſo Undervidlue the 
Scripttire, by confidering the Rave 
Compoſures they deſpiſe tt Br theſe be< j 
ing Commonly nd other than ſome Driin- | 
ken Song or Paliry Epigrami , ſome. 
Fawning - Love-letter , or ſome ſuch 
- other flaſhy Trifle, that doth niuchmore 
A argue a Depreſs'd Soul, than an F- © 
levated Fancy. Somme of theſe \Gal- 
lants by th:ir Tavern-Sours , uſe the 
Muſes like Anchovees, 'only to entice 
Men to Drink: Another with moye $9- 
ſexanity and Applauſe makes the 1 
Muſer{ what the French call ) the 
Confidents of his Ampurs , Pro- 
ftitutes his Wit to Evince and Cele- 
© brate 


af 
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newer conſoaering how Apt Self-Love 


£ A 


makes us to magnifie any thing that 


) Magnifies us, & Prond 10 have Wit 


aſcrib'd him by as Brib'd as TIncom- 
petent Fudees / tt x and takes it for 
as High a Proof as Deſirable a Fruit 
of Eloquence, to Perſwade 4 Viin Mi- 


| . ffreſs that She is Handſome and A- 
|. dor'd, :to whom twere Eloquence indeed 


tobe able to perſwade the' Contrary: 
Divwvecrs of the Jews are wont to men- 
tion the Names of Deceaſed Sinpers , 
with that Brand taken oat of the Pro- 
verbs, May the Name of the Wick- 
ed Rot ; but as the filihieſt . Swine 
after their Death are Salted, and the 
Gammons made of their Fl:ſh, are 
ſeru'd in, all Stuck with Bays 3 [o 
Divers that bave Liv'd Notorious E-= 


picares , have too. often. after their 


Death, not only their Names Salted) 
(not 19 ſay Embalm'd) with flattering 
Epitaphs,and (1wi(h,ſcldemer, as flat- 
tering)Funeral Sermons; but have their 
Drunken or Luſtful Rhimes Extoll'd 
with ſuchElogies by their ſurviting Re- 
ſembers, that not only Good Chriſtians 
but Good Poets canyot but Grieve 
P and 


* 


and. 


Axgayy wn — i. 


and Bluſh, thus. ts ſte Bayes, that 
ſhould be Appropriated to, *and Crown 
that Heavenly Gift call'd Poetry , 
When Mindful of its - Dignity and 
ExtraGion, it Endears to us by our 
Fans, \ Truths that ſhould | have an 
Influence on our Afﬀedtions, (by 
cloathing Excellent Thoughts in Suita- 
ble and winning Dreſies) Proſtituted and 
Deegraaed to make Wreaths \for thoſe, 
who have no better Tile. to them, 
than a few Senſual Rhimes, where 
the Difates of Horace are as Iit- 
ile Conformd to, as the Example 
of Davids and the Laws of the 


Art , little leſs Violated than thoſe 


of Religion, *Tis pleaſant t0 Obſerve 
in hyw many of ſuch Copies of Fer- 
ſes , the Themes appear to have been 
made to the Conctits, not the Con- 
ceits for the Themes, how often the 
Words are not ſo Properly the Cloaths 
of the Matter , as the matter the 
Stuffing of the Words, how frequent- 
ly Sublime qa Paſſes for Su- 
blime Wits and (though , according 
10 my Notion of it, that is indeed True 
Wit ,. which "tis more eaſie to Un- 
derſtand, than "tis 210f ts Re” # 
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qmmonly. confus'd Notions , and 
Aburtive er:Unlic'd Conceptions are 
in Exotick. Lapguage, or Ambiguous 
Ekpreſſions,, exp0s'd- to the: Uncertain 


| Adoption \of the." Conrteous, Reader 


which the Writers are Emboldned io 
expe® Favonrable, by finding Men 
once Thought ( whether deſervedly or 
otherwiſe) Lofty Wits, to have ſo 
often the luck, of Parrots, and 4 
thoſe that Talk. in their fe , who 
are. not (eldome Underſtood by others , 
when they do .not Hoderf ans them- 
ſelves, And ,very much .of Kin to 
their Verſes is their Proſe. For 
thouch I am far from denying that 
theſe that have ſtore of Wit s ma) ex- 
preſs Some of it in an Addeſs 10. a 
Great Ma#, or in Writing io 4 Mi- 


frefs ; yet 45. for fach Prophane Per- 


ſons I am now praking of , * who. 74» 
ther would be: Thought Wits, than are 
ſo, "tis eaſie to diſcern,, that very ma- 
xy of their almoſt as much. Flatter d 
as Flattering Letters of Love and Com- 
plement are but Prologucs to, and Para- 


Phraſes of the Subſcription (Tour hum- 
. ble Servant.) Though Love be Uni- 


wverſally thought to make the Phanſic 
- F2 | foar 
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. and Sxbſtance of muſt 0 


flyine the Higher for having ' beey 


Blinded) and though even the Wifer 


obſerve, that, like War which is wont 
as well to raiſe Soldiers of Fortune 


as to. Ruine Men of Fortune , , Love 
warms and Elewvates Leſſer Wits,though 
it too often Infatuate the Great ones : 
Tet a Witty Lady did not {craple to 
ſay frequently , that give her bat leave 
to barr half a ſcore Words, and ſhe 
would undertake to ſpoil all the fine 


Letters of our ' Amorous, Gallants. 1 


applaud not the ſeverity of this Lady; 


and think. her Challenge relliſhes as 
much of Vanity as Skill, bat yet, to 
expreſs 1he ſenſe of. theſe few Words, 


[1 defire You ſhould think I can Write 


well , am a Civil Perſon, and your 
bumble Servant, | being the Drift 

7 theſe Ceres 
monial Papers ;, theſe (oftentimes as 
Tedious as Servile ) Amplificators, 
with all their Empiy Maltiplicity of 
Fine Words, ds but, like Market-pes- 


ple, pay a_Piece in'Twenty Shillings.. 


in Wits not blifſd with ſolid Rea- 
ſon and Learning, (that is, in moſt 
| _— 
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. Readers eing the. Prega 
dominant Faculty, makes them reliſh 
. thoſe Writings Moſt where. Fanſie un-- 
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rivall'd reigns. Andtherefore, though 


3 dare not. ſay. that it requires. 210 


Great Parts for thoſe to. Write high 


"and Acceptable Complements , that 
think nothing fit 10 be endeavor'd in 


Complements, but 10 make them ac- 
ceptable by making them high exongh; 
( Flattery and Prophaneneſs ſeeming 
in [ſuch Compoſures what Spots are in 
Leopards , Blemiſhes that ., made 4 
Great part of their: Reauty )-or.. for 4 
Flatterer to 'per[wade thoſe Vain Per- 


ſons that will readily. beljewe a man, 
even when: he doth not beliewe: bim- + 


ſelf : Jet. ſure #t- geves much Lats 
tude dnd_ Liberty" t0.4 Writer., not to 


be oblig'd tahelicue whathe ſayes, not 
ſay: but. what \ lhe. thinks erther W. ll be 
. 0 Quettt to:he believed. Aud: tructy., 


they that. E xerciſe their Pens-00 66- 
ther ſort of -Themes (I meanthoſe that 
require only: New or Pleaſorig Phan+ 
fies. and Smanth Language : and: thoſe 
that. require". Learning \.and. Know- 
ledge pertinently. and handſomely ex- 
freſt) do, 1 donbt, not find it much 
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of 


than'to'Pleaſe, where'to Do ſo is but 
a Subordinate End, which Men allow 
not themſelves nezther the uſe of all 
proper means 'to attain ; | nor do Tque- 
ftion but ſuch Perſons find it far more 
Eaſie +0 Write- Acteptably on Subje@s, 
where they are not ty'd'to ſpeak-ci- 
"Fher Reafon or Trath3. than to Write 


Well on a Theme” where men '\are Con- 


e 


fin'd to\write" nothing 'but what" they © 


judge Uſeful and what they can make 
Good ,* as confidering "that "they wiay 
be call*d to Accompt by Men for what 
they publiſh, "if net by God, both for 
their own time and that of their Readers. 
And. indeed when 1” compare the mf 
APPlauded'Trifles of theſt Ondervalu+ 


ers of »he Seriprare Siyle,with the Cele» 


brating*-Diſcourſes of it txtam- in the 
cron, Tertallian} LaTtanrius, Chry- 
ſoſtom; Mitandula, ugd\arhers, whiſe 
prniirant and powerful- Arguments de- 


Judg. 15, feat nor" Gods Enemies; \as Samſon did 
I5s 3d I BAD VR: END: Yo | 
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goad, (1 meanwith blunt arid deſpica- 
ble Weapons) but as Elias did with 
Gre from Heaven : and whoſe: A pole- 
getical Defences of the ſpiritual Jeru- 
ſalem are glittering and ſolid, as the 
Wall of the Heavenly Hieraſalem 7s de- 


 ſcrib'd 10 be of Jaſper,and the Founda- 


tions of the Wall garniſhed with all 
manner of Pretious ſtones : when I com- 
pare, 1 ſay, the Compoſures of our Fro- 
thy Cenſurers with thoſe of the: Sacred 
Orators ; methinks 1 diſcern. ſuch a dif- 
ference betwixt them, as Thave'obſerv'd 
betwixt thoſe juſtly admir d States I 
have ſeen in the Capitol, and the Lar- 
ger ſort of Babys that we find in the 


. Exchange : for the Former, beſides their 
Vaſtneſs , are ſe. recommended by the 
Worth and Permanency of thier Mat+ 


ter, the Excellency of the Workmanſbip , 
and the Nobleneſs of what they repre- 


ſent, that they are moſt pris d by the 


Beſt Artifls, and Time is not only un- 
able tg Conſume them, but ſtill Encreds, 


ſes Mens walue of them; ' whereas ohe 


Latter are little Trifles ſcarce welcome 
fo any But Children in Underſiaud- 
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Admir'd only for 4 Gaudy 


ing, an 
E feminate Dreſs, which" will quick- 
ly either be Sully'd or Worn out ; anda 


while will perhaps be Ridiculous. But 

ſuppoſing at lenghth, that the Prophane 

Aſpirer ſhould be ſs lucky, or ſo ſucceſ- 

ful, (for Happy 1 cannot think.it ) as 
to attain the fo Criminally courted No= 

zedneſs, yet will he have no great 

Cauſe to Boaſt the Purchaſe, when he {e- 

riouſly conſiders, That the Devil, who 

ſeduces other ſinners like Men, with 
Current Coyn or ſparkling Fewels - 

( ſomething that either - Advantages 

ther Interefts or, Delights their Sen- 
ſes; ) hath enweagled him,like a Child, 
with a Whiſtle; 4 Trifle that oxely 
pleaſes with a tranſient and empty 
ſound, and, That Fame is a Bleſſne 
; only in Relation to the Qualities, and 
1 the Perſons that give it : ſinte other- 
wife the Tormented Prince of Dewils 
bimfelf were as happy as he is Miferables 
and Famouſneſs unattended with En- 
fearing Cauſes, is a quality ſo Undeſi- 
rable, that even In Ee and Folly can 
eonfir it, 4s Momus 7s little lefs 
talk if 
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Faſhionableneſs which within a ſhort 
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lat is --more Famous than Ariſtides 
the Juſt 3 and Barabbas his Name is 
fionally recorded in Scripture, where- 
as the Penitent Thief is left unmen-. 


. tion'd, And ſure the higheſt Favors 


that Aplauſe can impart, and the Be- 
ing''( though never ſo loudly) cryd 
#p far a Wit, will hardly ſs repair the 


' Puniſhment of Prophanenſs , but that 


its wretched Sufferer will find but 


ſmall SatisfaGion in having his Name 


Celebrated in other Books , whilſt it is 


' blotted out of that of Life, And as 


for thoſe (you know who 1 mean) that 
Aſpiring to Poſthume Glory, endeavor 
to acquire it by Irreligious Writings 


' deſtinated not to fee the Light till 


th:ir Awthors be gone to the Regionof 

Darkneſs 3 I cannot but admire to 
fee an Ambition that proje@s beyond 
the Grave, ſtep ſhort of - Heaven - 
and cannot but think thoſe Wits the 
Greateſs Fools, who to tempt Praiſes 
they ſhall never hear , provide them- 
ſelves Torments that they ſhell ever 
feel, For though Prophaneneſs by thoſe 
that are guilty of it be 1060 often 
thoweht but a Small fin , becanſe yo 
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look upon it but ar a Verbal one ,, yet 
I could eafily repreſent it under anc- 
ther. Notion, if I would here Repeat 


what IT have Diſcour('d touching Indul- 


gence to Reputedly Small and Verbal 
Sin in another Paper, from which , 
though I will not now tranſcribe any 


thing, yet I cannot but wiſh it were 


well conſider'd how Afﬀronting Speeches 
concernins God's Word are like to be 
look'd upon in that Great Day, when 
(to borrow St, Jude's terms) The Lord 
ſhall come with Ten thouſands of his 
Saints, Saints to execute Judgment 
vpon all, and to convince all that. are 
Ungodlily among'them (xo only) of 
a'l their Uagodly Deeds which they. 
have Ungodly committed; (but) al- 
ſo of all their hard Speeches: which 
Ungodly -Sinners have ſpoke againſt 
him, \ And” indeed theſe preſumed, 
Peccadilles, thoueh oftentimes in 
Health and Proſperity they appear 
not 10 us to blemiſh much our Con- 
ſciences , yet when in our Diſtreſſes , 
or at 'the Approaches of Death , God 
comes , as the Prophet ſpeaks , \ to 
ſearch Men's Hearts as it were with: 
Candles; and puniſh the Men that, 
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_ & Liquor is , it may look Clear, -- jel 
and be takin for Defecated, but a = 
little agitation of the Veſſel ſtrait 
makes it Troubled and Muddy) they 
"appear in a Terrifying form, For as 
Paper written upon _ with Fuyce of 
Lemons, may wear White ( the Li- 
wery "of Innocence ) whileſt "tis kept 
from the Fires but bring Held to it, 
_ Black Lines do preſently appear: (6 
OHit of many Conſciences that ſeem clear, 
i# Proſperity , the Fire of Adverſity 
' "draws ont the 'Latent Blackneſſes, and 
| makes ws read: things Undiſeern'd there 
" before, © And Pueſtionleſs, If, as the 
' Srripture informs #s , there are Sins ES 
whiſe-Cry is able to' reach Heavens, ſo 55 
Linda Crime as the Prophaneneſs I 
am now ſpeaking of , is likely ro do 
wort than Whiſper there ; eſpecially 
| ſince it is much to be fear'd , "that 
. many of theſe Scoffers (as they. ſeems 
a Zo be call d inthe Scriptere ) 2 Pet.3: 
+ 3+ and Jude werf. 17, 18;) which they 
| bear witneſs t0;by Cavilling at it)doRe- 
bel agaifſt che Vote and} Kick againſt 
1 rhepricks' of their own Conſciences; 
| ſucba'crine 1 fo) will be ſo far _ 
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Whiſpering in Heaven t/ Will 
rather give.an Alarum that will rowze 
up provoked Jaſtice 5\ whoſe Tnftidt;- 
ons, like Stones tumbled down from the 
Towers of an Afaslted Place, the Lon- 
ger they are in Falling onmen, the more 
Fatally they Oppreſs them; in which 
regard perhaps , the Feet of our Sqvi- 
dur in the Apocalypſe are deſcrib'd to be 
like uiito Fine Braſs,as if they burned, 
or glowed in a_ Furnace; to intimate, 
that though he be very Slow in, his 
march to wir the Wicked, yet he 
is as Sure , when once he pleaſes to 
tread them under foot., 10 Cruſh'\and 
Conſume them.” If there be no Injwy 
that more Exaſperates than Contempt , 
nor. no-Contempt that" more - Propgkes 
than that which uffends Directly and 
Immediately © the, Aﬀranters thereby 
proclaiming that they are neither A- 
ſham'd nor afraid *f . Angering) how 
Provoking -may we think that Crime 
which makes God the» Subje? of «our 
Deriſions; and that with (0. little. Cir- 
cuition, as to. abuſe that Word, which 
he ſo ſolemnly declar'di his Mend | by 
to Mankind ? Plutarch, ra manifeſt how 
wwnch ſome Tdolaters aid more. Incenſe 
the Deity than ſome Artiſts, tells us, he 
ſpould 
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ldefttem himſelf L Vden ale the 
Man that ſhould Doubs or Deny that 
there was ever any ſuch man asPlutarchs - 
than by bim that ſhould Affirm that 
there was\ſuch a. none indeed, but that 
he was an old Fellow, that 'us 'd like the © 
Poets Saturn; fo Devour his Children; 
and was gnilty of thoſe other Crimes 
imputed by the Heathen to their Gods. 
Upon a like Account we may eſteem 
God Leſs Provok'd by their Unbelirf 
thatdoubt or reje@ the Scripture, than 
 bytheir Prophaneneſs that make ſo Sa- | 
criligionſly bold with it 3 (ince the lat- 
ter. 11pute to God the Enaiting of what 
they endeavor to make men think fit to 
have Sport made withit. This of Pro- 

Phaneneſs is ſo Empty and Unprofita- 
| ble a Sin,that it ſcarce gets the Practi- 
ſer any thing but an 111 Name amone jt 
Good Men upon Earth , and a Worſe 
Place amongſt Bad Men in Hell, by ma- 
king his Enmity ts Piety ſo Malicious 
and ſo Diſintereſted, that he will en- 
deawvenr to do Religion Harm, though 
it be to do Himſelf no good, He is 
ſuch a Volunteer Sinner, that he hath 
neither the Wit nor the Excuſe of 
declining his Conſcience in Comple- 
= mers 
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ever makes but an ll Bargain,, that 
"HUM: ner as S, LL ETIEREE. 
gets, in Hell too. Boot , yet thoſe 1 
would Reclaim come f ſhort of the 
Comparative Wiſdome of their Folly, 
10. gain ſo conſiderable ( though yet 
over purchas'd ) a peſſeſſuon as the 
whole World, ſhenld part with their 
own Souls. And ſure 'a' Sin that is 
Injwrious 10 God's Glory, and is aft 
ts Subvert (what He and Good men 
Prize next, ) the dearly purchasd, 
immortal., and invaluable Souls of 
Mew ; and ty Deſtroy (them for 


whom Chriſt Dyed; wzll_ not by be- 


ing Ferbal be. Proteffed from being 
Hainons : . and to thoſe that prattiſe 
it, I ſhall recommend the latter half 
of the Epiſtle of Jude; which though 
it ſeem properly to relate to the Gno- 


ſticks , or Carpocratians of bis Time, 


will deſerve a Trembling Attention 


from thoſe that revive the ſins there 


Condemned, in Ours ; and who would 
do well by Seaſonably conſidering the 
Fate there threatned to their Predeceſ- 
ſors, to Tremble at their Crime. But 


for fear of Looſing it, T ſhall not ſpend 
wore Time in cndeavoring to Diſa- 


buſe 
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buſe our Scorners ; whom T ſhould ba 
" left tothe quictEnjoyment of their unen- 
vid Self- admiration; had net 'thezr De- 
ſpiſing the 5 cripture upon a-Preſumption 
of their own Matchleſs Wit, (like Je- 
roboam that forſook that incomparable 
Strudure,the Temple,where God did [0 
Gloriouſly and Peculiarly Manifeſt hins- 
ſelf to Men;to Worſhip Calves of his own 
making, 1 King, 12, 28. 32,) Engag'd 
me, in Conformity to the Wiſt-mans 
Connſel in ſuch Caſes, to Anſwer the 
. Fool according to his Folly, leſt he 
be Wiſe in his own Conceit : for 
Reproofs are Redres'd to thoſe  call'd 
Wits, but as they are Traducers or Un> 
 dervaluers of the Scripture, not as they 

either Pretend to, or Enjoy, 4 Quality 
| which 1 have the Fuſtice to Eſteem , 
though not the Happineſs topoſſeſs ::and 
which my walae for 1t,, and my Charity 
for Men,maukes me Troubl'd 0 ſee Arro- 
gated by many that W ant it ; and by too 
many that Have it,Proſtitutedto ow 
other Peoples Pride. or thtir own Luſts. 
How much happier were it for Perſojs of 


Choice Parts 10 employ them,as Bezaleel. 


and: Aholiab did Their s, in working for 
the. Santtuary : in Aſſerting and _— 
| | el- 
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Proverbs 
26, Fo 


An Ap- 
pendixto 
the for-- 
mer Di- 
greſſiong 
inviting 
one ſorr 
of Witty 
Men to 
make a» 
mends * 
for the 
Pro- 
phane- 
neſs of 
another. 


bk Po. \. 
FO 


yi 

EY 
C 

- 

- . 


"I ; i; # LB ne I IRE OBS Oe 28 


belifing Div 
all not alone | 
Hand but thouzh it reject not -Goat's 

hair, and colour d Badeer's skins, will 

admit not only Purple and Fine Twined 

Linnen, but Gold, Silver and preci- 

ons ſtones : the richeſt ornaments that 

- Learning and Eloquence can grace 
Theology with,being not only merited by 

that Heavenly ſubjett but beirg Appli- 

cable to it, as much to their own Avan- 
rage as to that. of their Theme. We 
ſee how Ambitous men are, to leave 
a Good Name vehind them, and ap- 
pear in the Habit of Virtue to their 
own After time, Witneſs the Ar- 
tifices and Hypocriſte men generally 
Yeyl,or Difenile therr fans with, and 
the flattering Epitaphs, with which 
ſo many Vitions Perſons endeavour 
to conveigh themſelves t0 the. Good 
epinion of poſterity, Now they that 
write piouſly as: well as handſomely, 
have the advantage of getting thens- 
felves the reputation as well of wir- 
; ztuous as all of able Men, andbeſides 
that Double Recompence may expect 

a third (Tranſcending bath) in Hea- 

wen, where they that ( in. the True 

__A 1? Scripture ſenſe) be Wie, ſhall ſhine on 
5 [ne 


nity? The Strufture || 
deſerve the , Skilfulleſs, || 
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Princes, who having Conſecrated their 


ſons and Great Wits among 
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neſs.as the Stars for eyer and ever. 


of Perſons truly Zealows, that there 
are many more Wits and Grandees 
wow-dayes, who, by Perverting God's 
Gifts to the ſervice of Idols (of Pride 
or Pleaſure) of their own ſetting up, 


' reſemble the degenerate Jewiſh Church, 


of whone God complains by Hoſea, that 
{he did not know that he gave her 
the Corn and Wine and Oyl, and 


t turn many to Righteouſ- 


"Tis the general Complaint and Grief 


multiplyed her Silver and her Gold Hof. :, 
which they prepared for Baal ; than 5- 


that; ( by an humble Dedication of 


their choiceſt Abilrties to God's ſer- 
) imitate | holy David and' his 


Gold and Silver and Precious ſtones, 


towards the Enriching and Embelliſh- 


ing of the Temple, Perfum'd that Va 
Of ki with this ater part 
4; All things come of 'thee and 


1 Chron; 
29, 


thineown have we given thee, But Ver 74: 


though now I know divers Great Per- 
#5, whe, 


'veryunmindful of thatText, What haſt 
thou that thou did(ſt not receive, /ike 


;hoſe 


Cor: ” 


E FO” FR 
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| oft Dacrarfad © Clouds: dhe” '04- 

ſcure the Sun that ' Rais:d them, Op- 
poſe” the! Glory of that God who Ele- 
vated then to Rh Height: yet T do 

ot abſolutely Deſpair , that as God. 
hath been: pleas d to make uſe of ſe- 

veral Royal Pens for the Tracing of 
his. Word, and to make a Perſon 
Learned in all the Wiſdome of the 
Egyptians, his firſt Secretary : iſo he 
will one day engage both the Gran- 
dees and the Wits to ſtrive to Ex- 
pate. by. their. Devotion. and Seruce 
tothe Scriptare, the Injuries that: Irre- | 
ligibns Parts and Greatneſs have done -/ 
7.” Twill ot tell you Theophilus,that |; 
an Early Stutly of f Religlte would. gain 
to its Party, most of thoſe many Wits 
that. will be ſure' to .contend for what 
. ever Opanion'\is nds by the' Wit- | 
tieſt things they\canyay: But [will 
tel/ you, that:aparticalarConfideratiun 
that makes me Wifh-to feewitty Wiz- 
ters more generally employ itheir Peazs 
01 the behalf of- Rehigion,. is, that 
Nicho's the Services: they dot; Eundear it 'to 
"1:6ch14- them" for asMacchiavel. Partly ob- 
re del ſerwes,axd asthe Loveaf Parents and 
Principe; Nurſes #0" Children amy Evince; La 
Ws, > natura 
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gag d by the Kindneſſes they\' do, as 
by thoſe they Receive. And for the 


Encouragement of the Poſſeſſors of 


Great Parts to. Employ them on 
Religions Themes, . ſuch as the Holy 
Scripture; 1 ſhall Repreſent tothem, 
that even that Immortality of Name 
which Worldly Writers (for the moſt 
Part )- ſolely Aim at 3, 3s not by Piows 
Writers Leſs found for being Laſt 
1 Songht:their Theme Contra&#s nottherr 
. Faxeby a True Diminution, but only 
| by comepariſonto a Greater Good: their 
Looking upot: their own Glory but as 
an Acceſſion to God's, not hindring 0+ 
thers from Praiſing that Wit and Elo- 


quence they Praiſe God with;as Beauty 


made it ſelf Admirers, though in Ve- 
ſtals; and a Rare Voice may Raviſh us 
with a Pſalnt;or as the Jewels that A+ 
dorn' dit, ſhone with their wonted Lu- 
ſter on Aaron's Breaſt-Plate, Tes, as 


Godlinels is - profitable unto all ; 


| things, having Promiſe of the Life 
4 thatnow is, and of that which isto 
22 come 5 


uomimi2,cofi obligafi 
s, meperquell cheefh ricevono. 
# Natural to Mer, to be as well Ex- 


IT Tim- 4. 
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2 Pet, 5, 
4, 
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in this time, # very corſpftent with 


the Eternal Life in theworld tocomez; 4 


So 7s it very poſſible for the ſame Pious 
Writer to have his Name Written, at 


once in both thoſe Immortal Books of 


Life and Fame; and,Clike the inſpir'd 


Poet, Holy David) wear as wel ere = 


a Crown of Lawrel, as Hereafter, 

& udegvT1Y Ths bEns S42Avy , that Unfe- 

ding Crown of Glory Saint Peter 

ſeat of. i hive we are too 
Generally now a Dayes ſo ſinful, that 

we ſc arcs Reliſh any Compoſure that 

Endeavors to Reclaim ws from being 


Diſcerning Times, ( which may be, 


perhaps, approaching) will Repair the | 


Omiſſiwns and Fa w—_— of the 
Preſent, by an Eminent 


to the Names of thoſe , 
Labour dto Tranſmit to others, 72 the 
Handſomeſt ch 
them , the Truths themſelves moſt 


Vitud. And T obſerve, Ne though | 
Solomon himſelf, deliver d ſo many * 
thouſand Songs and Proverbs, and 
the Nature fl Beaſts, Birds, Rep- 


tiles, and 


es, Ew with the 
Fiiſtory 


come; and as the Hundred fold now 


| 
ſo; get Leſs Licentionus and more BY 


they Durſt give | 


F bu. 


. 


atitude 1} 
that have. 


Lebanon : aſi eventothe Hyſop that 


 ſpringeth out of the Wall : yet thoſe 


Nos only Tmatiſes, deſign od Peculi- 
arly for the InftruFion of the Church, 


4m the Coder - 


1 King. 4" 
3132333. 


) Carvive their loſt Companions. And 


as Antiently the Manna which the 


[rot ako to Employ in their 


omeſtickh Uſes, laſted not Onpu- 
trifi d above a Dayor Two; but that 
which they Lay 4 up in the San- 
Fuary to ; Sr 4 or Secure (God's 
Glory, continu'd whole Ages Uncor- 
rupted : ſo the Books written to > aka 


our Private turns of Intereft or Fame, 


+ are oftentimes ſhort-liv'd 5 when P 


conſecrated to Gods Honor, axe, for 
that Ends ſake, Vouchſaf'd a Le 
Ingneſs and Apr from Periſhing. And 
. thoſe. many and Qneloquent 
Gloſſes and Expoſitions of the Artiens 
Jews, that the Merit of their Theme 
hath preſeru'd for ſo many Ages , 
may aſſure #4, that the Scripture 
doth often make their Nawes end Wriz 
tings that [lluſftrate it, Partakers of its 
own Prerogative of Immortality..Not to 
| Mention that ( according tathat of the 
MT almiſt, I have- more. Underſtan- 


2.3 ding 


Exod. 16, 
verſ, 20, 


33T3® ; 
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Mat, 25. 


28, 


John Go 


to the 
Tenth 
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(9) thy Teſtimoniesare my Medita- 
tion) ſuch an Employment of Parts 
doth oftentimes Invite Ggd to Encreaſe 
them: as he that had moſt Talents 


committed to hint, for Improving them 


to his Lord's Service,was Truſted with 
more of them; and he who employ d 


Verſe in- ſome few Cups of his Wine to entertain 
_ clulively. pur Saviour, had whole Veſſels of his 


7 Kinz,9. 
13214, 
Kc. 


Galantry. and: Art that had made 


Water turn d into Better Wine. Cer- 
tainly, Tranſcendent Wits, when once 


they Addif# themſelves to Theological 


Compoſures, Improve and ' Grace 
moſt EO Themes ſo capable 


| of Being. ſo Improu'd. They 'need 


mall time to Signalize their Pens; 


for Poſſeſſing already in a Sublime 
Degree all the Requiſites and 
Appropriates of Rare Writers , they 
meed but Apply that Choice Know- 
ledge and Charming Eloquence” to 
Divine SubjeFs to handle them to 
Admiration;, as Hiram Succeſsfully 
w5.d the Shill he had Learned in 
'yre, 7 the Building and Adorning 


| o God's Temple 5 and Jephthab 
V; 


Gorionfly Employ d the' Military 


him 
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in Defending. the Cauſe, and - Defea- 


ting the \Enemies of God. ,Of this 


Truth the Primitive Times. afford #s 


Numerous and Noble Inſtances; but 
eſpecially that Stupenduows Wit Saint 
Auſtin, (whom { dare Oppoſe, to any 
of the Wits that have Dar d to. op- 
poſe the Scripture) the Produdions 
of whoſe Wit in his Quregenerate 
State, and after his Coruerſion tothe 


 Catholick Faith and Piety, oblige me 


to: Reſemble him to Aaron's Rod 
(which ſuppoſing the Truth of their O- 
pinion that think it to be the ſame that 
Moſes. #5'd.) whilſt it was Employ'd 
abroad, did indeed for a while wosk 
Wonders,that made it much Admir d : 


, but when once zt came to be Laid up in 
| the Tabernacle,unconfin'd to the nſual 
Laws of other Plants, it» ſbot forth 


and afforded permanent Þruit in 4 


Night. But, Theophilus, to Recoper 


' may ſelf at length from my over-prolix 


Digreſſion, I muSt Remember , that 
'twas Obje@ed , that as well Divers 


: Great:Princes and Great. $ tates-1em 


as many Great Wits , Diſ-eſteem, or 
at leaſs Negled&, the Scripture < And 
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the Bible, there needs not. mmch Ac- 


quaintance with Great Men , to ſhow: 


- many of them , that though they De- 
2y not God to be the Author, Dezy 
themſelves the Bleſſing of being Rea- 


ders of it : ſome out of Lazineſ, 


and others out of Pride : both-which 
Lark under the Pretext of Multi- 
plicity 4 Important Avocations. But 
(ince, 

Station inthe World,mmay either make 
you need to be Armd againſt this 
Temptation, or give you Opportunities 


to Aſſiſt thoſe that are Endanger'd 


by it, give me leave on this Occaſt- 
01, to tell you, That thoſe Grandees 


that pretend Want of Leiſure for their 
Negle® of' the Reading the . Scrip- 


ture, muſt be able to give a Rare 


Account of all the Portions of their 
17me, to make thoſe paſs for a Miſ- 


employment of it, that are Layd out © 


towards the Purchaſe. of a happy E- 
ternity, which tis not over ModeSt 
for thoſe ta expe® from God , that 
Grudge him-the Rent of that Time , 
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our Quality, Theophilus, and. 
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at Will. But to Manifeſt how un- 
likely this Pretence is to paſs Cur- 


$} 


rent; 1 ſhall Repreſent , that in he 
ſelf-ſame Chapter where God faſhi- 
ons'a King fit to Govern his own 
People; he enjoyns concerning the 
Book of the Law, that It (hall be with 
him, and he ſhall read therein, all 
the dayes of his Life; whzch the 
Next Verſe -intimates ſhall be there- 
by Prolonged : and indeed, it often 
happens, that as Samuel's barren Myp- 
ther for Lending one of her Children 
freely unto the Lord, was bleſt with 
many others, ſo the Dayes conſecrated 
to God's ſervice , rather Improve than 
Impoveriſh our Stock of Time. Nay, 
the King was, (in that place of Deu- 
teronomy.) ot onely oblig'd to read 
the Law, but to Write it too 3 uport 
which Subje@, if 1 Miſ-remember not, 
the Learned'it of the Rabbies tells ws, 
#hat the King (as indeed: God ujual- 
ly Charges aka: of Place with 
Eminence 'of Piety) was bound to 
Write it out himſelf, and that, As 
King: for though before bis Aſten- 
ding the Throze, as any other Iſrae- 


lite, 


Deur. 19, 
I8, 19 


yerl, 20s 


I Sam. 2; 


ver. 18. 


Rambam, 
or ,RabbiJ 


Moſes 


ben Mais 


mo ”. 
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lite., .he had: a Tranſcript of his.own 

Writing 5 yet was. there annext. to 
$ the Acquiſt of the Regal. Scepler , a 
"mY Duty. of Copying with the ſame Hand: 
Z that ſwayd it. To. Joſhnah both 
a General and a fudge: who was to 
wield the Swords,both of Aſtrea and of 
Bellona-z to Govern one Numerous 

;. People and Conquer ſeven; the Words 
Joih.t.. of. God. are very Remarkable; This 
Book of the Law ſhall not Depart 

out of thy Mouth, but thou ſhalt © 
Meditate, therein Day and Night, |} 
that:thou maiſt obſerve to do accor- 
ding.to all that is Written therein; 
for:then thou ſhalt make thy. way 
proſperous,and then thouſhalt have 

good Succeſs. David was a Shepherd, 

a Conqueror, and a King, and had cer- 

 tainly no Onfrequent Diſtra@ions, 

both Before he came to the Crown, 

( whilſt he livd. a Deſpis d younger 
Brother, an Envy'd Conrtier, a Difft- 

dent Fugitive, and a 7"{ pin Cap- 

tain). and after, whiljt he wore, loſs, 

and Regain'd it - but. how little the 

time employ d in the Study of the Seri- 

pture prejudic'd his Secular Afﬀairs;his 
Ytary and Succeſſes. may atteſts, and 


on 


ph 
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"how large 4" Portion of his't 
"Study ſhar d, you may be Plentifully in- 


Attends them,the (then Extant) 


wether 


form'd by Himſelf, and ſave me the - 


Tranſcribing nmch of the Book of 


Pſalms He gather d Bayes both on Par- 


naſſus and iz the Field of Honor; and 
equally ViGoriows in Duels and in Bat- 
tels;his exploits and his Conqueſts were 
ſuch: as ( Tranſcending thoſe in Ro- 
mrances almoſt as much in their ſtrange- 
neſs as their Truth) needed an Infal- 
lible Hiſtorian to exa&# a Belief, their 


Greatneſs and their number would diſ- 
ſwade he added to his Regal Crown of 
" Gold, Two others (of Bayes and Law- 


rel) which his ſucceſsful Sword and 
Numerous Pen, Making him both a 


Conqueror and a Poet, gain d hin fron: 


Vidory and the Muſes : and yet for all 
this Greatneſs and this Fame,and that 


Multitude of Diſtra@ions that off 

7) Crt 
pture was ſo Unſever dly his Study, 
and he. ſo Duely Match'd in his {I 


 GFice what the Apoitle Conples in his 
Precept, Diligence 1n Buſineſs, ad 


Fervency 1n Spirit, that 'tis not Eaſe 
fitlier to reſemble him than tothe wing- 
ed Chernbims in the Old Tabernacle , 

| who 


Rom, 12, 


Mu dis g 
4 nr F x 5; in RT IPL age W949. "re cs 
bo SO DIS I 2 _ 4 NE 1d I Re bs 
hy 31>; Rs 4 a. 
: PR. by Ki, *19 +5 w 
7] - 


Glittered about them , and all the 
Clouds of Incenſe Fum'd before them, 
could never divert from a Fix'd Po- 
ftnre towards the Ark of the Teſtimo- 
2y that Containd the Law, andthe 
Mer cy-Seat that Repreſented o_ 
And indeed 'tis a Saying Equally An- 


tient and True, That none ſhould know. 
(C things Better and ) Better Things 


than Princes. For © their Virtwes 


and their Vices participate the Emi- 


mence and Authority of their Con- 
dition; and by an Influential Ex- 
emplarineſs, ſo Generally Faſhion and 
Sway their Subjets, that as we find 


in Sacred Story that the Jews ſerv d 


God or Baal as their Kings did; ſo 


Prophane Hiſtory tells us, that Rome © 


was warlike under Romulus, Swper- 
ſtitions under Numa, and ſo ſucceſ- 


froely Monlded into the Diſpoſitions of 


ber ſeveral Princes. Subje#s allthe 


World over being apt tothink Imitati- 


'01 a Part of the Duty of Obedience : 


and being Generally but too Senſible of 


the - Requiſiteneſs of their being - like 
their Prince to the being lik'd by Hine, 
AdState, like Nebuchadnezzar's My- 


fterious , 
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| fleriows Image, ſhould have the. Head 

of Gold';, and the Inferior- Members 
of a Value Proportionate to their Vici- 
' wity to that Nobleſs Part. When 
_ once. 1 ſhall ſee ſuch Monarchies and 


Common-wealths no Rarities and &* 


ſee the AddiGedneſs of Princes to 
the Study of the Scripture , . Further 
the. Ulterior Accompliſhment of that 
Part of it, which once Promis'd God's 
- People,that Kings ſhould be its Nur- 
ſing Fathers, and their Queens its 


Nurſing Mothers; I foal! expe@ to 


ſee the Golden Age elſewhere than in 
Phets Dreams. For I take not Ab- 
ſoluteneſs to be like a Plague, whoſe Al- 
moſt boundleſs Power. is Confind to 
do Abies but 1 yu Soveraign- 
ty little Leſs Applicable and Effe@Fual 
to Good than 1:Trajan and Conſtan- 


tine were as Great. and Publick Bleſ- 


ings, as Nero or Caligula were Mzſ- 
Hogs > and Virtue on a Throne hath 
not a much leſs Imperious Influence, 


- than Crowned Vice. And according- 
by I ſhall permit my Good Wiſhes for ' 
Mankind to turn ExpeGations, when 


T ſhall generally ſee Soveraigns No- 
bly contend for as great a Superiority 
* over 
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they poſſeſs over their SubjeFs' b 
heir <tr abbe when I: ſhall ſee PG: 
tentates make uſe of Mars's Sword 
but to Reſtrain others from Abuſing 
it; and Kings affe# their Reſem- 
blance to God, leſs in his Onlimi- 
tedneſs of Power than his Employ- 
ment y it. But, to ſtep back ins 


to my Way, and, leaving Princes to 


fitter Monitors, ſay ſomething to 


Men of either Great Titles or Em- 
ployments. There's none of theſe 
Pragmatical Perſons that will ſuffer 
himſelfto be ſo enſlaudto his Bute 
but he will allow himſelf ſet Times,and 
can Daily find Leiſure for Eating , 
Drinking, and other Corporal Refe&i- 
ons, and Frequently for Recreations ; 
and Certainly, if we Valud not our 
Frog —_ our Souls, we _— Int 

pite of the Qrgency of Secular Aﬀairs 
aud ir Sat yn pl, 
part Some Time to Feed our Souls,with 
their true Food, God's Word; elſe we 
ſhall newer be able to: ſay of God with 
Holy Job; Thave eſteemed the words 
of his Mouth more than my neceſ- 
lary Food. T will not urge that Da- 
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fping "thaw, the. 


"MM ab Vt Wu ervrng ro d 
ſembling Theater, and who apes 


other \ States-men .as mmch: in the 


Number and Weight of the 4 rh 
he. had to Manage , as an the 


lent Spirit and dexterity wherewith _— 


Manag'd them, amidit Tranſa&ions 
that Buſr da Sixſcore Princes, who 
Loaded him with a Weight (of Bu- 
| neſs) capable to have Crus d Atlas, 

yet find Leaſure to Study the 
Prophet. Jeremy-: becanſe will be 


perhaps. more proper to Mention, that 
ever: Macchiavel himſelf, that Secre- 
tary ansl reputed Oracle of State, could 


find time not only, to Read; but to 
Write Playes, ( ſome of which have 


ſeen in Italiau) ſuch as I would not 


think Excellent. though a Perſon from 


whon ſo' mmch might be expected, had 
nit Written them. Let ws not-ther: 
Think our Bui; neſs or our Recreations 
"Y/ ufficient Diſpenſation from an En- 
ployment, for which, were they 
ſiſtent ,, they ought Both to be'De- 
Clit; ſince. it is both more: Con- 
cerning than the Fir porn more Satif- 

fer. © But that 
al is often the True , though 'ſel- 
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; Negk®s le&. of the 7 ths i# 
; -neot their { wleajiat dneſs ,  but- their | 
' Pride; which makes them think i 
too Mean and Trivial an ploy- 

ment Fl or one that is Great and 
enough to Connſel and Corverſe wth 
Princes; and have a Vote or Hand 
in thoſe Great . Enterprizes and Tran- 
fations that make ſuch a Noiſe in the 
World; and are the Loud Themes PF 
of the People's Talk and Wonder ; to 
Amuſe themſelves to Examine the. Sig- 
privy of Words. and Phraſes. For or 
; I am no Enemy to the Calling 
3 nA I think their Profe of 
# as Requiſite as others in aConmmon- 
pe 3 and ſhould think it. very 
Irjurious to Deny them any Part o 
2. Prrvkaſ they pay. their Cm P: 
F- Time for : nor perhaps have TI ſo lit- 
Ee . tle Stndyd the Improvements of Quiet, - 
D as to. think my ſelf - Leſs oblig'd than 
ethers are to thoſe whoſe Watchings 
or proteGionaffords it or Secures it me. 
But after all this 3s ſaid, I love to look 
z por. the World" with his Eyes that 
hePons tb zid to Humble himſelf when 
onchſa ifes ) to behold the: thing 


Edrth3"andiv8. take' Meaſure 
Dimenſions of things by tht Stale his 
Word holds forth Now tn. the” B+ 
Ning of Hine” that: Hath\ made all 
s""-for himſelf, and of whom. his 
it by\his Prophet trucly ſayes, that 
* Nations are* as 'a=Drop of a 

Bucker; and are counced as the ſmall 
ah bers Ballance',.'N ay, that All 
Mw before him (are) as No- 
thing, -and they are-counted-ro him 
leſs -than Noching and: *Vanity ; the 
Importanteſt Employments are the Stu- 
0g thr Glory of God: He Created 
this Vaſt Fabrickof" the World to ma- 
maſt his Wiſdome , - Power , and 
Goodneſs 3 3 and in #5: Created Man ) 
thatsit may heave: an" Intelligent 8pe> 
ator, anda Reſident whoſe: Ratis+ 
nah Admitation of fo Divine a Stru+ 
Fave; may Acerne -to the Glory of the 
Ommiſcient and: Almighty  Architet#, 
 Aull a» he Createdlthe World to mani= 
fefp ſome of © his- Attributes, ſodoth he 
Ophold atid Govern it 10 Diſcloſe others 
thre. The Revolution of Monarchies, 
the''F ates of ' Princes," and Deſtinies of 
Nations , are* but Tllnftrious Inftan- 
" W R C6 
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ces and Proclamations 'of bis Prow 
dence; * The whole: Earth once :Pe- 


$4341 & 


$ 4 


, 
94; 
” 

af - 
3 
A 


raſh'd by. Water to: fignalize his Fus. 
ftice on his «Enemies $.and\ the whole. 


World ſball 'one day periſh by Fire.t. 
( Exerciſe that former.\ Attribute and): 
Ewvidence.\ his: Goodne(s+t0- bis. Chile. 
arey : for. imhom his Faithfulne(s »fo 
his Promiſes will oblige: him to bud 

a Gleriodfer "Manſion for ſneh Glori- 
fd Refidents) ihe angels, ſome of 
whow the Yifians of .Paniel Repreſent 


us at- the. Helm-:of Kinedomes and of 


Emprr 6s 3 : ard-wha TH o ower : #s fo 
Great:, that Owe oft hews. could in:one 
Night: Deſtroy a Porkecapable, if. Di- 
wade d., 8-have made half 4. Dozen 
Fo:midable:. Armies, \theſe. Glotions 
Spirits, 1.{ay,, whaſe:Nature fo Tuan» 


ſetnds ours ,; that the. wety-Revilcans. 


zat without the «([iſtance.. of - Yixtae 
Deſpiſe the Objes. of. our Ambition 
by a:Superiority of. \uature onelyy.:for 
all their hieh Prerogatives and Em: 
ployments ,: think; the. Myſteries\ #n+ 
folded iy'Scriptare, worthy their Bows 
ing as well as. Deſire to Look into © think 


netthemſclves 100. Eminent t0. be Meſ- 


ſengers and Heralds ,\ of which Fond 
| Mor» 
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OLDVIL DULHEL UJDEV  SPLELULHET 
\Morrals think theiſeFoes too Em 
wet 10 Reads. and (bring all:Mink 

. _ Kriog Spirics fer forth ro: Miniſter 
. ro'them-who ſhall. be Heirs of Sak 
'yation; ) d:ſdaty not to think our Tn- 
firuttion morth their: Concern”, whis 

' teſt we diſdain '@ Concern fer: onr 


Lord of Lords,\thowgh he' bz:n0t Ree 
Cord: d to have :tver \Read but Once 
did yet Read the. Scripture z :andthink 
zt worthy. bis - Expoſitions und : Reconee 
menaing 3. and well may any think'that 
Book-worth the Readins, that God him- 
Jelf thought worth Enditings | When 


Real) | Heaven; and Appeartd inGW- 
ry to- as. with :our. Fransfigured 
Saviear onthe Mount ;" their Diſcourſe 
was .n0t of -the Government of. King- 
"domes, or the" Raiſing of-" Armies for 


folemn Trifles, which Heaven places ias 
much henexth- Mens Thoughts as\Reff- 
dence ; but. of-\(the' wt Books 
Chief Themt) His Deceaſe which he 
ſhould accompliſhat Fernſalem. And 
(afrer char Sc,: Paul had been Caugh 
WT R3 up 


Emi-. 


Moles and. Elias left: their (Focal not 


'Suboer fon of Empires ; or'of thiſe other 
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Bw Inſtredtion; Nay, the very Mef- 
Jas, whoſe Style is King of Kings, and | 
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2Cor.1 2, 
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Phil.3.s. 


Rom.10, 


#7. 


been Bleſt and Refin'd mith his "Incffac 
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ble Entertainment there ;1 wonder nit 
fo find himi profeſs. fa reſolutely, that 


He couhtethall chings 'bur Joſs' for - 


the: Excelency- of the Knowledpe 
of Chriſt: Feſus his Lord; 7» -whens 
Faith comethby Hearing, and that 
Hearing,of the Ward'at”.Gady avd 
who 'adarefſes Men' to the Siriptures', 
as thoſe which T eftific-.of him, '- \4nd 
perhaps aur Saviour ns'd'ſo frequently 
#0 conclude his Divine Diſcourſes, 
with that juſt Epiphonema, He that 
hath'Ears.to hear, let litm. hear, but 


toTeach a5.that there is mo Empliyment 


'of onr Faculties that mord deſerve tbetr 


Horſt 4rtention, thay the Seruting af 


Projne Tritt hs. Thet:wwhichis protene: 
ded-to by this Diſceurſe," is 46 impreſs 


this Trathg Thut wheve Gud 3s rallaw'd 
robramTuteligentiand Equal F alver of 


Things,\4 Mar pre ſs) er 
Empleyapeut,, ds to. exve.bim"\cauje" Þp 
think the: Stway of ale.Loiplone's Meas 
anc; ſince; Thas ſaithithe Laid, Let nor 
the Wiſe -man Glory in his Wifdom, 
neither let-che Mighty -man Glory 
in.his .Might, let not the Rich man 
2h \ _ Glory 
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Glory io' his Riches; Bur let? him. _- 
char. Gloriech, glory-in this, that he. 
Underſtandeth - and Knoweth-me, 
For ſure, if the Knowledge: of God 
| beſo. Glorious 4. thing, the Study of 
that Book whence that | Knowledge. 15 
Extratted, and where'tis moſt Reful- 
Lent, is not a\Deſpicable Employment. 
Which ſure (16 add That upon the 'By) 
'tis. ſomewhat injuriaufly Thought by 
thoſs who are ſo Induſirious and Proud 
in Prophane  Hiſtorits and-gthtr Po- 
litical. Books to Diſcover (or ewen Gueſs 
«t) thoſe Intrigues: which'; common- 
ly bat ill us, by what Crafty arts & 
Knave Coſen'd as Fool. - Nor ( to 
mention this by the By) even in RO> 
dation to. his own. Profeſſuow, is the 
Scripture unable to recompenſeths Sth. 
of. « Chriſtian Ae, for 80 
omit the (perhaps too) Extolling Mon- 
ton Macchidvel himſelf makes of, 
Moſes among ſt the ſfamonſeſs Legiſlan 
tors g the Hiſtorical part of the Bi» 
ble being endited by an Ommiſcient and 
Unerrive Sparit,. layes cheerly open the 
Trae and Genuine cauſes of the eſtabliſh» 
went , flouriſhing aud viciſſtudes of the 
Princes and Common-wealths it relates 
OW cry 23-1 
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But Fheophilus, 7 perceive I-have 
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the Story" of. "Whereas © ther Hifto* 
ries ( for Reaſons inſiſted win 'ther 
Papers) are liable to great 'Suſpitions | 
in the Fadement' of thoſe that' Duely | 
ponder the ſcoeral Narratives made | 
often of the ſame Tranſaction or Es 
vent by ſeveral Eye-Witneſſes : und 
that the true Secret of Connſels is fo 
Cloſely lockd up, or ſo Artificially 
Diſenifed,, that to have Intereſfte- 
n'uch to Diſcern ( what Stateſ-men 
Aind and Build on ) the Trath and | 
Myſtery of Aﬀairs, one muſt be Biaſsd | 
and" Eneag d enough to be Shrewdly | 
Tempted tobe a Partial Relatr of theny, 


flip'd intotoo0 Long d'Dipreſſion; which 
yet I hope you will Pardon as the Effeth 
of an Indifcreet , perbaps:; 'but how+ 
ever « Great Concern for a Perſop,t8 
whom "Natnre,. Education; and Fors + 
tune have been fo Indulgent , that I 
cannot but look upon his Condition as 
fyable to the Temptations which either 
Parts or Employments Singly,and much | 


The fifh 207e Both together, are wont to expoſe 


and laſt 
Anſwer 
to the 


men to. | 


* Youmay remember;Theophilys;that 


lat Ob. among the Anſwers which I told:you 


gion, 


_- might 


mighebe made'ts-thoſe thar@bjec 
agan the Scripture, *That it is ſo #na+ 
doru'd, and (oill fwrniſÞ'd with Elrquent 
Expreſſcons,that ths 'wont toprove Ineff- 
Cactons, eſpecially upon Intelligent Reagers, 
The fitch and laſt was this:;' That '155 
very far: from: being agreeable. toexpe- 
perience,that the Style of the Scripture dbes 
mdke it Unoperative dpon the: Generality 
of its Readers;if they be not Faultily in- 
diſpos'd to'rectine inipreſfuons from it. 
To make!good chis:Reply,; I- muſt 
take Notice: ro You, that, thac part of 
the Objetion/whichiatimares char In- 
telligent Readers /are-not. wonc..to be 
wroughr-uponi by the Scripture ,- has 
been in/great”part anſwered already 3 
Bot Ehave lately Obſerv'd to You, that 
as1tmay be: -gianted, that ſome Witty 
Men; who have” Read the Scripture, 
have, inftead of :iiAdmiring it, Quar-' 
rell'd with it>fo ircannoc. be deny d, 
that-many Perſons as Eminent for Wir 
as they, tiaveupon Reading it, Enter- 
tain'd 2 high Veneration for it. So.that 
Eſce:not why the Celebrations of thoſe - 
Wits chat Admire it; may'not Coun- 
cer*ballance-'the Diſ-reſpes-of rhoſe 
tharCavil ac ir, - Eſpecially if we con- 
fider,-that as. tomoſtof thoſe that are 
11062 R 4 look'd 
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of the yen Gone ay: why <0 
much, \as\the V; and boldneſsof 
owning that.they Dilreg fardit; : makes 
them (but undeſervedly) be look 'd up» 
ON AS Wits; i 
But to-this, I hall aowadd, ous 
whereas the Objection ſpeaks of1In+ 
telligent Readers," the greareſt Part of 
ſuch, havenor tharQuickneſs which'i is 
wont to, make Men: paſs: for 
though they may 'haye other Abilities 
more Solid and defirablez And yet thar 
the Bible has a-great-Jofluence upon 
. this Larter ſort of Intelligent Readers, 
T preſume You will cafily; Believe, if 
You confider how :many:great .Scha+ 
lars, not :only profeſs'd: "Diviawy bur 
others have aq their Learned Com» 
ments. and other Writings,” endea- 
vour'deither ro Ninſtrate,-or Recoms 
mend- the Scriptures and how much a 
Greater number of Underſtanding and 
Sober-Men, thar never Publiſh'sBo 
have Evinc'd *the-'Scriptyres' Power 
over them, Ras by their Sermons 
and other Diſcou es, Publick and Pris 
vare, and partly by endeavouring to 
Conformv thew Lives ro the Didtares 
of it; Which "_ Clauſe I add,: bs 
Cane 


Eftimate of 

has upon Men,thanby looking at what 
it is able to- make rhem/pare- with. 
For not: to:-anticipate what we. ſhall 
ere long; have: occaſion to mention, 
Let us but conſider what- Numbers of 


Intelligent Perſons almoſt every Age, 


without excepting our own, (as dege- 
nerate 2s it.is} has produc'd; who have 
been Taught and Prevail 'dwith by che 
Scripture, and Conſtderations drawn 
thence;to renounce all the greateſt fin» 
ful Pleaſures, and Imbrace a: Courſe of 
Life that oftentimes expoſes them to 
the:greateſt Dangers and 'very free- 
quently co no:\mail Hardſhips. 
+ Andandeed there is fcarce any fort 
of Men: 0n-+which the: Scripture has 


not-had-inotable Influence.,. as tothe. 


Reforming + and. proving -many par- 

ricular Perſons,:belonging to itz andta 
the giving them an Aﬀectionate Ve- 
neration for the Book, whereunto they 
owed theirInſtrucion. The Accompts 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory -gipes us of the 
Rate at which Devour Perſons, both 
in former and latter Ages, would Pur- 
chaſeithe Bible, when it was' Dangers 

oys' and: perhaps Capiral,, co be _ 
+ 8 po S 


what power the Sctipeure 
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*poſſzſs'd of ic; wou'd, if ſhould here = 
-repeat them, mach;Confirm whar Lſay, 


and might equally Creareour Wonder 
and onr Bluſhes, Thoſe -forrs of pro- 
feſs'd Chriſtians that ſeem the moſt 
Evidently to be liable to Temptations 
to Negled&,or Diſregard the Scripture, 


are either thoſe that Do; or would paſs 


for Wits, or thoſe that live in Courts/: * 
The former oftentimes thinking them. 

ſelves too Wiſe to be Taught, efpe- 
cially by a Book they think not Elo- 
quent; and among the Latter there be- 


ing but too many whoſe Pleaſures are 


ſo Bewitching, or ſo Dear tothem,that 
they like nothing that+ would Divert; 
much leſs Divorce them from their. 
Purſuit , or elſe whoſe. Buſineſs is ſo 
Much and perhaps ſo Importanr;.'that 
they have not leiſure enough ito Learn; 
or have too much Pride to think they 
need doit: But yet evenamong thoſe; 
that have worn Crowns either of Gold. 
or Bays, or (what perhaps ſome value 
_ both) of Myrtle the Bible-has 
not wanred-'Votary's: for not to re- 
peat the Names of thoſe whom I have 


formerly -mention'd to have been as 


well Lovers of the Scriptnre, as:Favo- 
rites of the Muſes,. among the other 
i994 {orc 
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ſort of ond ; has 6 has wy Saks in i ng 
, © our? Saviours Terms). are 'Gorgeonſly **' 
Apparell" 'd, Live Delicately,, and” are 
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iz" Kings Conrts , therg have been Di- 


vers/Perſons, upon whom the Power of 


the Scripture has been almoſt as 'Con- 
ſpicuons, as their Sration among men; 
I-will not mention that Devour Trea> 
furer-of the Z#thiopian Queen, who 


. evinuponthe High-way(whoſeLengrh 


neither Deter'd :nor Tir'd his.Devo-- 
tip} :could--nor forbeir' to tead' rhe 
Propher 1ſaiah, and enquire'ev'n of a 
Meet Stranger that ipaſs'd by Alone; 
and-on Foor,, the Meaning of' a Paſ- 
Gageot whoſe Senſe he Doubred; Nor 
will 'I urge -any other Inſtances of 
Greatiniens Studiouſneſs of the $crip- 
ture;afforded us by Sacred Story, And 
therefore I ſhall nor preſs the Exam- 
ple of: that Great and :Wiſe Darjel, 
whoſe Matchleſs Parts not only caſt 
upoa him the-higheſt Employment 
ofthe Worlds Monarchy, and Diſen- 
gap'd:him from the-Ruines of it : But 
(what has ſcarce a Prefident among(t 
the:very Wiſeſt Stareſ-men) Conti- 
nu'd him in:as much Greatneſs as«ver 
ny 5 dads under the —_— j 
: under - 
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ceſfor -t00 -as. made his Predeceffors 
Carkaſs the Aſcent to this» Thron 


ne; 
| Ivillnot I ay ar” preſent Urgerh&Ex+ 
- amples Extantin the Sacred Records of 


Great Mens Studiouſneſs of them, be+ 
cauſe ey'n Secular and more Recent 
Hiſtories may inform us, that ev'n-in\ - 
Courtsall mens eyes nave not been ſo 
DazFd by the Glirtering Vanities that 
are wont- to: Abound there;{ 'bur that 
Some of them have-Diſcern'd,and Pra» 
Qtically -Acknowledg'd the Preroga» 
tives of the:/Scripture. Though Fcaq- 
not- ſay that many Kings-haye beenof 
this Number, becauſe there hayebve 
but few Kings i in atl, in refpedt of the 
Numbers that compoſe the Taferiour 


Conditions of Men, yet ev n-among 


Theſe, and in Degenerace Ages,ſome 
have been ſignally ftudious of hv 
ble, ſuch was that fixth Edward, v wh 
Imitared the'early aQtive Piety of * 


without Imitating his Defe&ion- Ca 2: 
it, and whoſe Short Heavenly Life ma- | 


nifcſt, how ſoon,ev'n amidlt che Temp- 
rations of Courts',' Grace can-ripen : 
Men- for Glory , and fuch was that 
Tories King , whole having __ ; 
caan 


7 Tx ſolid I of of Doan 
its! rchs ag its Miſ-incerpre- 
ter#have ſyfficiemly Proclaim'd to the 
World. ' Nay, even in thoſe Darker 
_ times that preceded the Reformation, 
thatExcelent Aragonian King, 4lphon- 
ſw:;the Honour both of his'Title and his 
Times, in ſpite of his Comtemplati- 
ons and his Wars: could, (as himſelf 
us'd to Glory) ſpare. time from Stu- 
dies and his DiſtraQions, to read the. 
Bible Forry times wich. - Comments 
and Gloſlſes' on it : | being nor'for all 
his Aftronomy.ſo taken up with the 
Contemplation of Heaven, as to deny 
himſelt:leifure to Study in- his Book 
that made it. the Wayes of ::getting 
thicher,” | Nor ſhallF forbearto nien- 
tion here the - aft, Pope! (17649 the 
eighth) who when being:Cardinal; he 
wanted not the -Hopes of becoming 
b poral and Ecclefiaſtical Lord 
. 'of this Proud City, : which (as if ſhe 
were defign'd:ro be ftill, one-way ar 
other , the World's Miſtreſs ) doth 
Rilbrule lictle leſs of-che, Workd'vp- 
"on the ſcore of :Religion, 'than ſhe did 
beforeupon that of Arms 5 in — 


than bul/'s 4 oo Prune, pore Ho: 
nours/almoſt as great" as are ipaid to 
Monarchs.; could findRoom ina Head 
Crowded with: Aﬀairs enough tohave 
Diſtreſs'd: Macchiavel,” tor RefleQions 
upon -che Scripture. ſome of whoſe 
Portions/T have Delighted-ito read in 
the handſome Paraphraſes of his:Pious 
Muſe, Which T-(cruple-not to acknow> 
ledge;becauſe that though 1'did; which - 
1do not,look uponevery one that on . 
ſenrs:from me, 'as: an. Enemy; 'yer I 

ſhould -be apt to think that they can 
: ſcarce Love: Vertue enough;that-Love 
it not'in- their very Enemies; congru- 
ouſly toi which we findthar Hanwibal 
had:Scacnes -ereted in Rome it ſelf 2 
and-thaugh I wete ſo Unchirirable-and 
{ſo Uvexperienc'd as to think" a Man 
tbat holds an Error can'fcarce haveian 
Good Qualities, yet upon ſuch a: kin 
.of-ſcore as that which made David fo 
Angry-with him thar* took: away? the 
Poor 'Man's Single Lamb ;-the> Fewer = 
Commendable Qualicies 4 ſee. in my | 
Adverſaties, che:mate'Scruple Lwould | 
make!\to Rob -thein/ any way of | 
TIED Nor-haththar very: Seartar- 
of= © 
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” ins of ies End 
loym nis been alrogerher Barren in 
Tiled Voraties to-the Scripture; Not 
to mention: that” Grecian: Princels 5: p1c;e, 
whoſe Proſclyred; Muſe made: Homer)Wite to 
tn Evangeliſt, how Converſant thari” eB 
Exceilent-- - Mother and - Reſembling.71covp.- 
Daughter, Pagi4i2nd Euftochinm, WErE #5. 
in-tlie Sacred Roles, is ſcarce unknawd 
to;:a0y that.-are not Strangers -to'the 
Wricings of St; lHzerome 3::tor ſome of 
whoſe: Learned Comments , on the 
Scripture,weare Encebced to the Cht- 
ricable 1importunity of: their: Requalls:. 
And eyen/in- our, Times, that:ſo: muckz- 
Degenerate. from- the Primitive ones; 
how Eminent a Student and: Happy:a 
 Proficiene: inthe. Study, of :the Bis 
ble;: that Glory: of Princefſes, andthe 
Envy, of the Ptinces. of [her Time , 
Queen Zlizateth, was, Her.Lite and: | 
Reign ſufficiently. declare. -: Her Siſtefs 
Predeceflor,that Macchleſs Lady Fanes 
who had allithe Qyalitiesche: Beſt Pa- 
| triots could! defice.in- a Queen,'/buran 
| Upapcſhoorhie Ticle,and in -whd(e ſad: 
Fate, beſides her Sex and: the: Graces 
' that Enamouroursof ie, her Countrey,' 
am Vue, and Ree 


ll-ſaſt cuſtait 2: L;ols -was' a onſpl> 
cuous' Studier. of the: Inſpird Books - 
wherein her  Proſpered Sedulouſ | 
we her: an-Qaderſtanding. much as 
bove'her Age and Sex; 'though nor a- 
bave: her” Vertue.. | And' beſides Z#- 
doxia, there have been divers other 
Perſonsof the Higheſt Qualicy of that 
Sex ,; and ev'n ſome of thoſe on whom 
Nature -or:Fortune, or-rather Reaury' 
or: Providence: had conferr'd a' Sove- 
raignty', whom the Splendour, the 
Pleaſures // nor the Avocations- « 
Courts could.not keep from Searching 
in: God's Word, Preſeryatives againſt 
the Comagionof their:Condition; and | 
parri'y:Hiſtory ;; and partly ev'n- Con- 
verſation have ſometimes with Delighe 
made':me:Obſerve, how ſome of thoſe 
Celebrated Ladies, wlioſe Fatal Beau- . 
ties have made ſo many Idolaters,have 
Devoutly turn'd thoſe Fair Eyes, that 
Were,' ant did:ſuch' Wonders, upon 
thoſe: ſevere: Writings that Depres 
tiaceall. bur'the Beauty'of theSoul,from 
thoſe Plartering' Aſctiprions that Dei- 
fy'd thar of the Body.And *rtis'not tobe _ 
matrvell'd at, thar ſuch Readers as 'are | 
_ . norlafidels, by reading the. Ds” wry 
10u 


| 
" 


ſhould: be- prevail 'd ' with' + 20-xead ie: 
JN" . {4 4 : + . 
Ofcher,. not-only becauſe of the Invi- 


ting. }Excelleney of what-it Teaches, 
bur- becauſe irs Author do's: ſo. Ear-- 


. neſtly. in ic Eojoin che Study-of it, thar 
ſgarce any can-think the NegleR- of it- 


no Fault, ſaye thoſe that are-Guilry of 
it; - Nor is their ſo Aftiduous Peruſal 
of-the Scripture ſo-much- to-be' Mar- 
vell'd at, as Commended, in Perſons of 
that Sofcer Sex,; whichis perhaps more 


ſuſceptible than ours of Serong Impreſ- | 


kons'.of Devotion, For ſure ; if we 
Loy'd God, I do not ſay as we Qught 
to-love H'I M.,.. but as we, Can, and 
Do love Inferiogr things, would huge- 
ly Endear the Scriptureto us, that-che 
Obje& of- our Devotion is the Author 


of that Book. When 2:T rue Blame; 
though but for a Fadiog Qbjec, doth 


once poſſeſs a Fervent Loyer's Breaſt 
what a Fondneſs doth his:Paſſion for his 


Miſtriſs give him for all chings Rela- 


ted to her? Her Reſidencies, her Walks, 
her Colouts, .and the leaſt Trifles thae 
have belonged to her , ExaCt-a Kind» 
neſs that's not due to Trifles : though 
it-be but for Preſenting to bis Memo- 
ry its almoſt only ObjeR, and retreſh- 
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i 2 him wich! an Ideal the Aline : 

' an” Immediater Preſence of her, 
But if the Favour'd Amoriſt be bleft 
with any Lines Dignifi'd by chat Fair 
Hand-(give me leave to talk of Lovers: 
in their own Language ) eſpecially 
if, they be Kind as well as Hers, 
how Afidaoufly, and with what Rap- 
tpres do his wire as eyes _ chow 
raſting eachſeveral Expreflions with its 
own Tranſport 3 and RE in Each 
Line,at each New Reading, ſome New. 
Delight or'Excellency ? This Welcom 
Letter grows ſooner Old than Stales 
and all his too frequent Kiſles have 
- worn it to Tatters, (in which he Pre- 
ſerves it , if nor 'worſhips roo , as a 
Relique) "with till Freſh, and till In- 
ſatiate- Avidities 'doth the unweary 'd 
Lover prize that (too often, either De- 
luding or Infignificant) Writing,above 

the Nobleft Raprtures: of Poers, and 
Liberalleſt Patents of P:inces , ' ad 
(not to Urge the Superſtitions Devo- 
tion of our Worſhippers of Relicks) 
—_— if we had for "God bur Half 
as much Love as we Ovghe, or evn 
Pretend to have, 'we could not ' but | 
POE, (ft fot Traofpoiredly) En-. 
certain 


| gertain our ſe] hs with big: Leaves. 
heh (asPanhelions co the Suo). are 
at once his Writings and his PiQures 
both Exprefling his Vaſt and Llnmerj- 
ted Love to us 3 and exhibiting the 
moſt Approaching or leaſt Unreſem- 
bling Idea of our Beloved, that the 
Deity hath fram*d for Morcals to ap- 
prehend.”' Twas the Devour Quarrel of 
a Devour Father co ſome of the.chai- 
ceſt Compoſures Antiquity hath lefe 
bs, thac he could not find Chriſt Naw'd 
there, and if, as 'tis not to be Doubred, 
divers of the Devout. Lady's I was 
Lately ſpeaking of, wereof his Mind, 
ſure at thar Rate they are not Ordi- 
natily kind to the Scripture 5 where the 
Prophets and the Apoſtles, chaſe Dare 
ker and more Clear Evangeliſts, -doſp 
UYnanimoufly and Affidgouſly Celg- 
brace che Meſſiah, that when I Read 
and Confer chem, I ſometimes Fancy 
my ſelf preſenc at our Saviour's 'Friyme- | 4 
hant Entranceinto Hieraſalem, whete - 
Lo 4 oy ſe that ment "__ fo 5 and Mat. 21; I 
that jollow'd after bin, ſung Ho- ? 
fannahto the Son-of David. : -— &$ 
Nr —» Wherefore, fince ev's © 
Great Wits, Great Princes, avd-Greae - wo 
_ 5, have not ſtill by all thoſe - 
S 2 Temp- 
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alſo Great 


have been able to ſay Truly to God'in 
Feremy's Terms, Thy Words were found, 
and I did eat them, and thy Word was 
to me the Foy and Rejoycing of mine 
Heart: and if the Perſons I Mention 


have been'bur Few, 1 can attribute that 


Fewneſs'but to the Paucity of Wiſe and 


Good Men; And as for Perſons of o- © | 


ther Ranks, in Eccleſiaſtical Stories, 
the Inſtances 'are not ſo Rare of the 


 Addicedneſs of God's Children to his 


Word, burthat we might thence pro- 


duce them almoſt in Throngs, if we \. | 
had not ' Nobler Inducements to the -_ 


Reading of the Inſpir'd Volume than 
Example: and if it were not Leſs to 
be Venerared, becauſe ſo many Saints 
have Study'd it, as becauſe the Study 
of it: made:many'of thoſe men Saints, 


\ . (T mean'nor Nominal, but Real ones :) 
_ -* which we need not touch Wonder ar, 
. Whilſt ſuch a'Saint as Saint 'Pav/ was, 
affures 'us:; "that it is All -of it Di- 


vinely Inſpir'd, and Improveable to all 
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Votaries to the Scripture, it _ 


cannot Charirably be Doubted , bur ' 
rhat in Moſt Ages ſome Pious Perſons 
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The 11/7 to 4 pms co whaie I 
Fan Diſcourſing of, the Transfot- 


;\ _ming' Poyer the Scripture. has upon. . 
© ,_many of its Readers, I muſt ſubjoyn, 


that though through the Goodneſs 
' of God, - theſe be tar more Nume- 


rous than the profeſſed Adyerſaries and 
Contemners of the Scripture, yet theſe' 


make not ſo Great a Part of thoſe that 
acknowledge the Bible, as it were well 
they did, becauſe both Experienceand 
our Saviour's Parable have ſufficiently 


taughe us, that Good ſeed, do's not al-. 


ways fall-into Good ground , and that 
many Intervening Accidents. may, af- 
ter it-has. been ſown, .make it Miſ- 
carry and. prove Fruitleſs : _ Bur when 


You find (as I fear you-may but too 


ofren) that the Scripture has not up- 
on: its Readers , and Eſpecially upon 
thoſe that are Prophane, that. Power 


which-I ſeem'd to Aſcribe tot, and. 


which ir Ought co haves You may be 
leas'd to Remember,..that. I plainly 


zppoſe in my fitch Anſwer, that thoſe: 
to. whom: the Scripture is: Addreſs'd,' 
ug ox be Culpably-Indiſpas'd to. he. 
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Wtought upon by Ins” Which iz 

Prop yn Profoim ae, T-preſume You 

will aſp Grant 3 for when onr. $a» 

kn, Viour faid, that If any Man will dothe 

4 ” will of him that ſent hims, he ſhall Know 
of the Dottrine, whether it be of God, or 

. no; He clearly Intimates, thac there 

by. 1s requir'd a Diſpoſition as well in the 

[ an his Soul, (if-I may ſo ſpeak) 

| | as in the Obje&t propos d, ro make a 

Man Dilſcera the 'Encelldnty and Ori- 

ination of what is Taught, how Va» 

uable foever. St. Pal ſpeaking of 

himſelf and other Pen-inen and Tea- 

chers of the Scriptures, affirms, "that 

They fprak Wiſdom among them that are 

Pepfet#, (and though not this Worlds 

Oar. Wiſdom, Yet) The Wiſdom of God 

59 ima Myſtery,cven that Hidden one which 

Gol ordlain'd before the World, wnto our 

Glory. Bur for theſe Scomets, *cis ng * 

Wonder.they (o Fruitleſly Read the 

| Scripture, without Deſcrying any - 

this Myſterious Wiſdom , it being 

Sentence of the Scripture 1 i ſelf, ds 

$'9*-14+ Scormer ſteheth: Wiſdom; and [ Sudeth it] 

: ot , (the Expreflion is Odd in the 

Orignal , but 1 niuſt noc ſtay to Deſ- 

cant " it) as "the Spaormires could 

nor 
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- foughe' them-to.,Proſtiture. and: 
them. "3 5 FLY bs 240 $0 I4S 

+ But beſides, Prophane. Wits, there 

are too many other Readers, - who ate 


_. (more or leſs) Guilty of  Qppoſing 
 4he Reforming and Improving Influ- 
ence of the Scripture, upon their own - 
- Heattsz either-upon the Scoreof their 


not Sufficieaily believing ehe Truths 
contain d-in; the Scripture, or -upan 
that of their not duly pondering them, 
That Unbelief is che Fruieful Mother 
 of-more Sins than are wont to be. im- 


pured gO it, and. that many Baptiz'd 


Perſons are not free from greater De- 
grees of it, than they are SaſpeRed of 
by others, or ev'n by themſelves, I 
could here eafily Manifgſt , it I had 
not. profeſiedly Diſcours'd of ther Sub- 


jet 1n another place. And indeed, 


there needs but a comparing of - moſt 
Mens Lives with the Promiſes and 
Threats held forth in che: Scripture of 
po leſs than everlaſting Joyes _and 
Endleſs Torments,' to make ns believe 
that there are multitudes of Profeſs'd 
Chriſtians,- ro. whom may be Apply'd 
what the Writer co the Hebrews layes 
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38 Es Jexv'of old, hae P 
q Hes, Wert opioe, not- profit them, "not * 
x being mix'd with Faith in them: that 
6-7: heard it, or- (as, the Greek will bear) 
becauſe they were not United by Faith + ; 
tothe things they Heard. Bur rhis is _ * 
nor all,” For oftentimes the Dodrines | 
of the Scripture Loſe much of their 
Efficacy, ev'n where they are Cordi- 
ally -believ'd, becauſe they-are nor ſuf- 
ficiently Laid to Heart, 'The Difparity 
4 of theTnflaences ofthe Bare Belief and 
the Due Perpenſion of Truth, is Me- 
thinks, 'Conſpicuous enough | in Men's 
Thoughts» of -Death;: .For though, 
Thar they ſhall: Dye,/is.ſo-Truly Be- 
liev'd, [that it | cannot Seriouſly be | 
Doubted yet how dotheMens Inad- FF 
vertency make them Live Here, as'if } 
they were to do-ſo Always 2 Whete- i 
2s.when 'once Grace, Sickneſs, the | 
Sight of -a-Dying Friend, or ſome o-- || 
ther Tragick Spectacle, hath Seriouſly || 
minded: them of Death, *ctis Amazing 
ro Obſerve bow ſtrange an Alteration 
is/producid-in theit Lives by the Active 
and Permanent Imprefion of that One 
Obvious-and / Unqueſtioned Truth, 
1 That choſe Lives muſt-have a Periods 6: 
| + tent 2A If He © Cree h ew std{C Gan Pas and 
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oughts of f Death, « contribdts ro Fit 
-Men for it: it being ſo Imperious an 
Inducemene ro Deny Ungodly' and 


'Worldly Luſts, and to Live” Copporws Tir,a.r25 


29 Prom; Se dioccws £y mo; wo ajev, 
Soberly, Righteoufly, and Godly in this 
preſent World, that we muſt one'day 
Leave itz thar T Admire not much that 


Father's Celebrared Strianefs and Au- 


Rerity,- who tells us, that he Fancy'd 
always Sounding in his inward Ears 
that Dreadful Alarum of, 'Swreite Mor- 


ii & Venite ad Fudicium: 


*%2:Yer Notwithſtanding the Tadif| voll- 
tion 'of many-' Readers to Reverence 
and'Obey the Scripture, and Notwith- 
ſtanding| that/in Divers Paſſages of ir, 


"the Coamatans of Language are (for 


Reaſons above ſpecify'd) purpoſely 
Declin'ds; Yet we find nor, bur rhat 
the Scriprure for all theſe Diſadvanta- 
pes, is by the Generality of its Rea- 
ders, both Eſteem'd and Obey'd at 
another gueſs Rate, than-any othet 
Book of. Ethicks: or Devotion, And 
Multicudes'ev'n of thoſe whoſe Paſſi- 


ons, or Intereſts, will nor” ſuffer them. 


—_ in ſome Points Guided by it,” are 
Note 
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bear or Pradtiſe divers things/ in Caſes 


Mark 12, beard himgladly, —— 
was going tolay , thatwe may not ug \ 
ficly Apply to' che Word 'of God, 
what Divines have Obſery'd of God | 
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twithſtanding Sway'd 
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wherein other Books would not Pre- 
vail with them. As Herod, though the 
Bapriſt could not perſwade him to 
Quir his Hreodtas, did yet upon John's 
Preaching do many other things, and 


the Word, for. as thoſe Accidents 
that Loudlieſt Proclaim'd our Saviours 
having Affum'd our Humane Nature, 
and Iofirmities., were attended- with 
ſome Circumſtances ,” that Conſpicue 


ouſly atteſted his Divinityz ſo in 


thoſe Paſſages in whichithe Majeſty of 
the Authors Style is moſt veiled and 
Diſguis'd, there is yer ſome Peculiart- 
ty that Diſcloſes ic. - Bur I ſhall Lefs 
ſcrupletocell You, that in Divers - of 
thoſe Paſlages in which the Holy 
Ghoſt (who in the Greek Fathers 
wonted Exprefſion, does often 9191a- 
paivq» nur, ſtoopto our Capacity, (and 
as it-were, Sink himſelf down Level5) 
ſeems moſt co have. YVouchſat'd a Cones 
deſcention to the Style of Men3 and 

| rt 


by it; ro For- 
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rites) as. 
he -once did the. Prophet poegs , to _ I 
Write, v3R.0M2 Be-chaaet Endfb 
With « Mans Ptx; in divers of thoſe 
Very Places, I fay, thereis ſomething 


offs Avwfu'l,and ſo Peculiarly His,cliat 


as'the Sun, evia when he deſcends into 
the Weſt, remains ſtill Lucider chan 
any of che Stars ſothe Divine Inſpi- 


'rer_ of the Scripcures, ev'n when his 


Scyle ſeems moſt ro Sroop ro our Ca- 
pacities , doth yer Retain a Preroga- 
tive above meerly Humane Writings. 
Known unto God are all his Works from \ 
the Beginning of the World, fayes an 18. 
Apoſtlez and God, whoſe Actribure 
is to be. rape vers 3 The K nower of 
Hea#ts, and whoſe Pcerogative 'tis to 
Form the Spirit of - man within him, 
Underftandeth our Thonghts | afar off. ** 


IF. 


Certainly then it we conſider God as Zech, x. = 


the Creator of onr Souls, and fo like. 7: 
lieff ro Know, the Frame, and Springs, : 
and Nature of his - own Workman- 
ſhip3 we-ſhall make bur lictle Diffi- 


culty to Believe that in the Book Wri- | : 
ten For, and Addreſs'd To Men, he Þ 


hath Employ'd very Powerful and 
Appropriated Means to Work 6 ; 
them | 


Pſa (137 ; 
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fect, there is a ſtrange 
and, it the Epither be 
not too Bold, a kind of Heav'nly Ma- 
gick to be. found in ſome Paſlagcs.of 
the Scripture, which is to be found. no 
where elſe; and will.nort eafily beBer- 
ter Expreſt than in the Proper Terms 
of the Scripture ; For the Word of God, 
(lays It) &s 2nick and Powerful; and 
Sharper thari any Two -edged Sword, pier- 
cing even to the Dividing aſunder of 
Soul and Spirit ,. and of the Fojnis aud 
Marrow , and is a Diſcerner of the 
Thoughts and Intemts of the Heart: 
Wherefore, that F#niws, (as Himſelf 
Relates) was Conyerted from a kind 


of Atheiſt to_ a Believer , upon- the 


Reading of the Firſt Chapter of Foh# 
that a Rabbi, by his Own Confellion, 
was Converted-from a Jew to.a Chri- 
ſian, by the Reading of the Fifty third 
of Eſay.; that Saint Auſtin was chang'd 
from a Dehaxche into a Saint, bythat 
Paſlage of the-13th to the Romans and 
the 13th Verſe3 and that another Fa- 


' ther, whoſe Fear had made him Diſ- 


claim;his Faith , byrſt-our. publickly 
into a Showr of Tears, upon the 'Oc- 
calional--Readipg -gf. the 16th Vo 
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that T donor fo much Admire, as Ido. 
that Such are Produc'd no Oftner. And 
truly for my own Part, the Reading of 
the Scripturehath Mov'd me more,and 
Sway'd me more Powerfully to all the 
Paſſions it wonld Infuſe, than the Wit- 


tieft and Eloquenteſt Compoſures char 


are extant in our Own and ſome other 
Languages, Nay, ſo Winniog is the 
Majeſty of the Scripture , that many 
(like thoſe that fall in Love in Earneſt 
with the Ladies they firſt Courted, 


' but ontof (what the French call Gal 


lantty s ) who began co Read it out: of 
Cutiofity, have tound themſelves En- 
g10'd to Continue that Exerciſe out ' 
of Conſcience: and not a few of thoſe, 
that did at firſt Read. the New Tefta- 
ment only to Learn ſome Unknown 
Language iris Tranſlated into, or for | 
ſome ſuch Trivial Purpoſe, have been 


| by by the Means that they EleQed, carri- 


beyond the End that they Dcfign'd, 
and mer a Deſtiny not ill Reſembling 


_ that -of Zachews 3 who Climbing: up Tuke 19 


into' a Sycamore Growing in our: Savi+ ,, 
our's Way, only to Look: upon Him, 
Fw d thence to- be his Proſelyte ;and 
Convert \ 
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22-2» fally both in his Houſe "and 'Heart, 1 
' And thoughit be true that the Char- f 

ches Teſtimony be commonly 'onr 

- Firſt, yet *tis nor'alwayes our Chief 
Inducement to believe the Divinity of 
Ho!y Writ ; its o*:1n Native Prero- 
gatives Heightning that into Faith, 
which the Churches Authority left buc 
Opinion. To which -purpbſe -] Re- 
member a -Handſome* Obſervation of 
ſome ot the Antients ; rhat the Sama- 
rifans that Firſt Believ'd in Chnſtup- 

on the Womans Report, when after- 
watds they were Bleſſed with an im- 
mediate - Converſation with - himſelf, 
they Exultingly told the Woman, 
Now we believe|, net becauſe of thy $ay- 
ing for we have beard him onr ſelwesy 
and hnow that this is indeed the Chriſt, 
the Saviour of the World : for ſo, Di- 
verſe that firſt Believe the- Scripture 
bur npon the C hurches ſcore ; are af- 
cerwards. by Acquaintedneſs *broughr 
to Believe the Scripture upon its Own 
icore, that is,by the Diſcovery of thoſe 

; Intrinfick Excellencies and Preroga- 
tives that manifeſt irs Heay'nly Origi- 


q gation, ——o <—_—_— nnn—— psf 
ge cred 


mb lliſhments of - qr one | ys 
not Want them: being ſo:much Re- 
commended 'by its Imperious Per- 
fFaliveneſs withour them , that ir 
is*more Enobl'd by their Needle(s- 
neſs, than it would be, + by their 
Aﬀtnence. And if to ſome Paſſa- 
ges of Scripture, 'we muſt Apply 
that” of Saint"Paul , (whereby yer 
he though to Recommend his mini- 
ſtry to the Corinthians) That his Speech , co. 
and his Preaching was not with the En- 1 ---4. 
icing Words of Man's Wiſdome, bur 
oy meet @y6s 'ualOr vol Sovauews , we 
may alfo Remember, that: he ſub- | 1 
Joyns as the Reaſon that .mov'd him T 
co uſe this Plain and Uinadorn'd Way | '3 
of Teaching his Cortmthians, That their \=©5- 
Faith might not Gand in the Wiſdome 
of Men, but inthe Power of God, And 
truly the Efficacy and Operations of 
the Bible, Mm Compariſon of thoſe of 
all other Books; Duly cofider'd, we 
| may- eſteem, that-as God oftentimes 
doth in the Scripture, what in . the 
Scripture he is fatd ro Do; Draw ms 
with the Cords of a Man, (Paſſages 
| Wreath with - Flowers of y_ 
rick 
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Carrying away. our Obedience, our. 
 Reverence, and our Afﬀent in ſpite 
of our Indiſpoſttions to. them ,. might; 
Manifeſt their Derivation from-him,, 
who is not Ty'd to ſuch Means.as. Men 
would think Neceflary, but can com+ 
paſs his Ends as well By as With- 
out any: Nor can I often Confider 
the Inſtances Experience affords us of 


the Efficacy of many Texts, ( which 
ſome that Pretend to Eloquence ac-: | 


cuſe of having None) ' without ſome- 
times calling to mind ,. how in the 
Book of Nature God. has Veil'd-in 
an Obſcure and Homely Stone an Ar» 
tractiveneſs { Unvouchſaf'd to Dia- 
monds and Rubies ) which the Stub+ 


borneſt of Merals does Obſequioufly | 


acknowledge. And as the Load-ſtone 
not only draws what the ſparkling {& 
Jewels cannot move ,. but. Draws 


ſtronglier , where Arm'd. with Iron, - 
than Crown'd with Silver : fo the Scti- 


ture, not only is Movinger than the 


licteringſt Humane Styles, bur hath. 


oftentimes a Potenter. Influence; on 


Men in thoſe Paſſages that ſeem quite | 
Deſtitute 
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rick) ſois it not unfic, that-we ſhould: - 
ſomerimes Employ - Expreſſions, char. 
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re of-: Ornamerits:., - than in 
thoſe. where Rhetorick is Conſpicu» 
ſhould now , Theophilus, imme- ,, 
ici 4 Oft- 
"<diately Paſs'on' ro the other things cluGon of 
Tani 'to Diſcourſe to You of, con+ _— 
cerning the Scripture, bur- that the 5;c.,c. 
Cariofity wherewith You are woit concern- | 
eo take Notice of my Practices, and 25." _ 
| Sq | . pturez 
ro'make Enquiries after my Private and the 
Opinions , makes me Imagine ,; You Tranfii- 
tellmg me,-thar I do often Read; and w,.2 ** 
do 'much' ofrner Commend. Books of 
Devotion, Notwithſtanding: all - the 
Pterogatives I have Attribured.to the 
Scriprure $- Wherefore co this-I ſhall 
Anſwer , That I Eſteem! indeed the 
Truths of Scripture, ſo Important and 
Valuable, that I cannor be Troubl'd 
to fee them Preſented ro us in Variety 
of -Dreſles, that: we may the more 


- 


Frequently and the more Attentively 
| fake Notice of them, And though FIG 


ſome Devout Compoſures are ſo Un- 
skilfully Written, - as to be mtctr Fir- 
rer to Expreſs the Devotion of the 
Writer, than to Excice ic 'im-the Rea- 
der; yet there are others ſor Hand- 


| fomely,, and fo Parhetically'Penn'd, 


| thac 
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that a: Good 'Man: can'/ſcarce Read 


them withoue Growing. Better , and 
ev'n a Bad Man muſt be very much: 


ſo, ' without becoming; Leſs ſo: by 
Perufing them, Nor do I at all De- 
fien ro Diſparage Books. of, Deyo- 
tion , whenI Prefer the Scripture-to 
them, that being ſo. Nobleand Match- 
leſs a Work , thata Book may. At- 
tain to a High Degree of Excellence, 


whilſt ic Remains Inferiour --to the 


Scripture ,'' of whoſe Preheminemties 
T- have already on ſeveral Occaſions 
Named Divers to Youz And there« 
fore ſhall -at preſent only Recommend 
to Your Obſervation this one Advan» 
tage of the Scripture, ev'n as to thoſe 


things that arealſo to be met with .in 
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other Books of Devotion. That ff | 
the Words of the Wiſe be (as Solomay Þ 


tells us they are) like Nails faftned by 


the Maſters of the Aſſemblies , the ſelf | 
ſame Nail/muſt enter Leſs or. Deeper J 
according:to the Strength of the hand } 


char: Drives/ic in ; And Doubtleſs, 


any Doarine Believ'd/to. come from | 
God ;'in:rhe fame. Terms ic is Deli» | 
wver'd to us, ::4$olike tro be Entertaind ÞF. 
al; WE _ ſpe, ] 
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-Fpet, Concurrently wheteunto)" the 

*Apoftle, toſet forth the Theſſalonians - 'J 
Reception of the Goſpel,” Says, That * Thefl. L 
they received it not as the Word of IN 4. 
Men , bur ( as it is in Truth ) the 
Word of God, After which it is no 
Wonder he could immediately ſub- - 
join, that 7s. did alſo effeiFually work T 
7n them that Believed. And though it "I 
be'very true that the Forreignneſs and 
_*Obſcarity of fome Texts will Require 
as'well as the Teeming Richneſs of 
Others will Bear, their being Alledg'd 
In Words much more Numerous than 
thoſe whoſe Involv'd or Contracted 
Senſes they ate "to Diſplay, Yer is it 
alſo as True, that Men do'not unfre- 
quently Miſtake themſelves in think- 
ing to Deliver the Holy Ghoſt's Con- 
ceptions in Firter Terms than his Own, 
the-proper Preciſe Exprethions of Scri- 
pture being” oftentimes ſo Parhetical 
and Sinewy', that he that -Stretches 
them, Enervates them ; and Paraphra- 
ſes, though Handſome, do as much 
- Wrong'them, as a Mixture of Silver, 
1 though'no Tenoble Metal, does Wrong | 
' 4} an Ingot of Gold. "And though ſome 
 J Texts like Pearls Loſe indeed.of: their 
mn I 2 HBeautys 
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Beavty, bur Operate, and- are Admi= 
niſter'd more Succeſsfully Beaten. ro | 
Powder, or with other Cordial Ingre- 
dients made up. into a ConfeCtion, yer 
_ divers Sacred Expreſſions do like Dja- 
monds Loſe both their Sparklipgg Ly- 
ſtre , and Engraving Faculty , when 
ground to Duſt, and loſe more in 
their Entireneſs and Form than can 
be Recompenc'd by any Addition, F} 
And truly , as to my Own particular, | 
no Book of Deyotion doth Conſtantly ©" þ 
Aﬀed me ſo Powerfully. as the Bible, 
; And whereas I am of ſo Nice a 'Pa- 
| late, that in my Eſteem Compoſures 
of that Kind ſtill Loſe at the Second 
Reading; in the Inſpired Volume, Fa- 
miliarity breeds not Contempt but Re» 
verence, (andT Like a Book, Acquain- 
rance ſtill Endears. )When [ firſt began 
Attentively to Read the Scripture, and 
(according to 'my Cuitom when I Read 
Books... whereof F have a Promiſing 
Expectation) to Mark in the Margin 
the Paſſages that ſeem'd to Deſerve a 
Peculiar Notice or RefleCtion, F mark'd 


' bur here-and there ſome Verſes in a + | 
Chapret, but when upon a Greater Fa» 
miliaritywith the Idiotiſms, the "ma 

"TM ” . 


W - "and Ss ' Applicablenes of preneat i 
| S me to: Reſuryey- it, I-then in ſome 

aces Mark'd the Whole Chapter, and 
i1n-Moſt others left much Fewer Texts 
chan. before MMafuroiſh'd - with ſome 
| Mark of Reference, And-whereas at 
my Entrance I took even the Choiceſt 
be of | the. Bible to be at Beſt bur 

ke ſome 7ndian Province , wherein 
hough Mines and Gems were, more 
- *Abundant- than io Other Countries, 
yet they were but Sparingly to be mer 


F Here and there : atter a Competent 


'Stay, my Enſuing Peruſals Preſented 
it me, if not as a Royal Jewel made 
up of Gold and; Precious Stones, yer 
( hich is. Gloriouſer) like Aaron's 
Breaſt-plate-,. a Sacred. Jewel , the 
Particular IaſtruRtions for ich were 
given by God himſelf, and which, be- 
&des che Various Number of flaming 
Gems ſet in fine Gold, and;plac'd.in 
a Myſterious Order, was Ennobl'd by 
that Urim and Thummim, wherein God 
vouchſaf'd to Reveal himſelf ro-Mor- 
tals , and was Adorn'd with-ſo much 
canning Work ig'Gold, Blue,'Purple, 

Scarlet, and fine Twin'd Linnen,. that 
the: Contrivance: apd a 
cnt 


| \'lent a Luftre | ng Mate- 
' rials, without being Obſcar'd by them, 
| This Experiment keeps me from Won- 
: dring to find in the Inſpired Poets De- 
;fcription of the Man he Attributes a 
: Blefſedneſs to, that his Chaphats is in 
Palm 1. the Law of the Lord,and in his Law mill 
Fe , ; the 

he Meditate day and nicht. For the 

"Word - other Tranſlations render Ye- 


wilt bear both Senſes, and ſeemsthere 


tors of it , that like the Hallelujahs of 
the- Bleſſed, -*cis at once a Duty and 4 
Pleaſure, \an Exerciſe 'and a Recom- 
pence of Piety, And'indeed, 1f Gods 
Bleſling upon the Deyout Chriſtian's 
Study of that Book do (according to 


Fu to diſcern the 1893) Niplaot, Hidden 
| Wonders contain'd in it , He ſhould, 

in Imitation of him that in the ſame' 

Pſalm fays of his God,- 7: rejoyce at' 
Werſ.r6:, thy Word, as one that Ghacth great ſpoil, 
__ beas Satisfy'd as Navigators that Diſ- 
} gorer Unknown Counties, And I 
, | | my 
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luntas © Studium', out's Englithes .. 
Delight, and indeed the Hebrew #51 ©» | 


Emphatically to fignifie a Study re-- 
pleniſh'd with ſo mach” Delight: ro 
the Devout and Intelligent Proſecu-” 


Plalrrg, the Pfalmiſt's Prayer) ' open his Eyes Þ| 
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+ the Tranſcendent Sweetneſs of God's 
- . Word to that Inferiour one) of Ho- 
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* 
with the Apoſtles .in the Mount, I : 
Contemplate Moſes and Elias Talking | 
with' Chrift, I mean the 'Law: and . 
'Prophers Symphonizing with the Go- : 


ſpel, I cannot bat (Reſemblingly | 


claim with Peter, 1t is good for me Mat. 17; 
to be here, and ceaſe to think the Pſal- Ver{4- 
miſt an Hyperboliſt , for comparing 
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ney, which is Like it, in nothing more, pf;1 ;; 5, 


Than in thar, of both cheir Suavities, Verſ1034 
T Experience gives much Advanta- |} 
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geouſer Notions , than Deſcriptions | 
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But Theophilas, upon Condition You 
will nor. call this Excurfion of Your 
Own occaſioning a Fir of Devotion, 
I will no longer Detain You on .one 
SubjeRt, but forthwith Proceed to 
Diſcourſe of thoſe Other things thar 
] am to confider in the Scripture be- 
ſides the Style. For though this be 
Such as I have been Repreſenting ic, 


I . yet I hope we ſhall, in our Progreſs 


find, that 'twill be far leſs Fit to Ap- 
ply to this Matchleſs Book that of che 
Heathen Poer, 

Materianm 


£5, 
= XX. SIS 
s Ny WR ; 
e 6 @ 5: afovx- 
Be es * 


& 


L 


erabat Op — 
. ** Than that Sacred one of the Pſalmiſt, 
\ - pfil,qs. Where: he as well ſays that the Kings 
' 33z-. Danghter # all Glorious within, as that 
Her Cloathine is of wrought Gold. . 
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